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“Many young men now days are being drafted into the armed forces. The plans of marriage were 

being arranged for the near future. In your opinion, should it be carried through, or should they 

wait until after he is discharged, and why? 

A Reader” 

 

That is indeed a very vital and important question which is worthy of our most careful 

and prayerful consideration. It is a problem with which many of our covenant young people are 

confronted in these days of compulsory military service. It is a question to which there is no 

single conclusive answer. In the final analysis each individual case, after prayerful consideration, 

will have to be decided on its own merits. 

This does not mean, however, that there are no general principles by which we can and 

must be guided in regards to this question. One of these general principles is, that a young man 

or woman should never marry in haste. That is always true under, any circumstances, but 

especially true in times such as these. Marriage is a blessed institution of God, by which God has 

determined to bring forth the seed of His Covenant. The young men and women of today, are the 

fathers and mothers of tomorrow. Hence marriage is not just a passing fad or fancy, but it is a 

very serious matter, worthy of our most careful and prayerful consideration. A matter in which 

the young people should ask the help and guidance of their parents. 

The tragedy of today it-, that just at the age when young people begin to think seriously 

of the opposite sex, and seek for themselves a life’s partner, the young men are called away into 

the service. Now the question is, should the contemplated marriage be postponed until after the 

men have been discharged from military service. My answer in almost every case would be in 

the affirmative. At present the length of compulsory military service is two years. Most young 

men are being drafted at the age of 20, which means that they will be 22 years old at the time of 

their discharge. The age of 22 years is still a youthful marriageable age for a young man, 

especially if we take into consideration that the young man does not reach the age of maturity 

until this time. Hence in the great majority of cases, there is nothing to be lost, but much to be 

gained by waiting until the young man returns from the service. I am certain, that if two covenant 

young people, after prayerful consideration feel that they are meant for each other, then the two 

years of absence will not weaken, but rather strengthen this conviction. It is a far greater strain 

upon both the young man, and the young woman, to be separated after marriage, than to wait 

until the happy day when together they may establish a home in the fear of God. 

 

***** 

 

“Dear Schuiler: 

Do you think it is right for a minister to use profane language off the pulpit, even just for 

illustrating? 

G.W.” 

 

If I understand this question correctly it is whether or not the minister in his sermon may 

illustrate the great sin of profanity, and of swearing, by repeating these sinful and wicked 



expressions from the pulpit. I do not only think it is right, but I think it is the duty of the pastor to 

call the attention of the congregation to these wicked and sinful expressions as they are used in 

the world, and are also evident among the children of God. It is the pastors duty to point out that 

such expressions as “My heavens!” “Goodness Gracious”, “O gee”, “by gosh,” and their like are 

sinful, and he must warn the congregation against the use of such expressions. Our Lord Jesus 

Christ himself warned against using profane language, and illustrated it when he said “and 

whosoever shall say to his brother, Raca, shall be in danger of the council; but whosoever shall 

say, Thou fool, shall be in danger of hell fire.” Matt. 5:22. 
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