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When the apostle Paul preached the true God to the idol worshipping Romans of old, he 

stood upon a prominence known as Mars Hill, named after the Roman god of war, from which 

our current month also derives its name. To the Romans, Mars was more than a mere fighter; 

they regarded him as a god who could do almost anything because he was so strong. On his altar 

were offered horses, sheep, wolves, magpies and vultures. In going to battle the Romans carried 

a cage of chickens sacred to Mars. Just before the battle, com would be offered to these “sacred 

fowl’’—if it was greedily eaten, Mars was on their side; if rejected, the day would go ill for 

them. 

But it is not the affairs of the ancient Romans in regards to their idols that concerns us but 

rather the works of the Almighty God in nature. And although the name of this month has a 

heathen origin, we know that this transition month displays many wonders of God's wisdom and 

power. It is a month that partakes of winter and of spring, being neither one or the other, but 

often a violent mixture of the two. We have been aware of the increasing length of days and of 

the growing power of the sun. The result is the often high wind and violent storms that 

characterize the month. 

Weather is, broadly speaking, the clashing of air masses. The greater the variations in 

temperature, the more violent the weather. There are two main air mass sources that cause our 

weather, namely, polar air and tropical air. During winter the polar air has the dominance in the 

main, but as the heat of the sun increases in our hemisphere and this in turn warms the 

atmosphere, the tropical or gulf air is bolstered and begins shoving further northward. The colder 

Canadian air in disputing this advance gives rise to what we might term a battle of the masses 

resulting in turbulence, high winds, sudden temperature changes, etc. This explanation would 

sound naive to a trained weather man no doubt, but it is the main reason for the changeable 

weather of March and we know that all the wind, snow, rain, sunshine, cold, warmth are directed 

not by chance but by our heavenly Father, and serve His inscrutable purposes. 

The first stirrings of the great annual spectacle of the resurrection becomes manifest in 

March. The first wild flower can be seen in bloom, often pushing through the melting snow in 

marshy places. It is not a flower to elicit exclamations because of its beauty or fragrance, for it is 

ugly and has a repulsive odor. It is called skunk cabbage. It appears as a thick fleshy stem on 

which are crowded tiny flowers, this in turn being covered by a green, brown or purple striped 

hood. Its fragrance can be noted by the fact that on sunny days it attracts the same flies that often 

are attracted to carrion. Its later manifestation is a rosette of pale green leaves that are quite 

handsome. 

Toward the end of the month we sometimes find our next wild flower which 

the skunk cabbage heads in the Spring procession. It is the hepatica. It is a beautiful flower 

appearing above the dead leaves, born on hairy stems and gazing at the sun through leafless tree 

tops. The birds also are beginning their annual journey to the regions where families are reared 

and as far as casual observation is concerned, is heralded by the familiar robin, whose cheerful 

song of “cheer-i-u, cheeriup” is heard morning and evening in the lengthening days of March. 

Along the streams the pussy willows, always a harbinger of Spring, are showing their fuzzy 

catkins and in our childhood were synonymous with Spring as each child vied to be first to 

present teacher with a “bouquet” of pussy willows. 



On sunny days we often see a butterfly that has a quick jerky manner of flight; dark 

brown with a yellow brown on its wings. It is called the morning cloak. It is one of the few 

butterflies that hibernates and is brought out by the warming rays of the March sun. 

When we look upward in the month of March we can see that the constellations have 

changed position, telling us that not only the changing positions of the stars and planets but the 

northward advance of the sun is the means that God uses to awaken the earth from its winter 

sleep. This northward movement of the sun is apparent for actually it is the tilt of the earth that 

determines the angle of the sun’s rays striking the earth. If our eyes would be able to perceive all 

the activity below the surface of the earth in say an acre of land on a warm sunny day, we would 

be amazed—to put it mildly. Processes that science with all its research is not able to fully 

explain. Before the green grass and flowers cam carpet our imaginary acre there must be 

complex chemical processes whereby sunshine, rain, water, air and the elements in the soil are 

worked by the fingers of God to produce the beauty of nature. Were man to assemble these raw 

materials, he would not be able to produce one blade of grass, thousands of which he often 

carelessly crushes underfoot. Day by day, without noise or commotion, these wonderful 

processes continue and gradually the brown field becomes green and the buds of the trees 

become tiny leaves and so the resurrection becomes a reality before our very eyes. 

It is all because these growing things contain life—life which only God can produce and 

without which these very building ingredients, namely, water, air, sun and soil would hasten the 

opposite state—death. If we dig a hole and place in it a sturdy fence past next to an insignificant 

sapling, we know that after a very few years the fence post will lie rotting and broken under the 

boughs of the former sapling. The same means have produced both; the healthy tree and the 

rotting post. May we as covenant young people be deeply thankful for that principle of life which 

God has instilled in our hearts for then His Word will cause us to grow not into dead rotting 

timber but into trees planted by the river, whose leaves shall not wither. 

March is truly the resurrection month in nature when life is brought out of apparent death, 

but we know that after a few months all these beauties shall again fade and die. But we look for a 

resurrection from actual death—the eternal life—and beauty that shall never fade; the beauty of a 

new heavens and a new earth. May we thus strive to see and desire the spiritual fulfillment of 

these works of our heavenly Father in His works around us so that God’s resurrection in nature 

may make us yearn for His resurrection of our vile bodies into glorified bodies in which we can 

serve Him perfectly. 
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