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If what we have said in previous articles about labor and the accompanying curse is true, 

then the question arises, how is there still sense and inducement for the Christian to be interested 

and faithful in his work? 

Of course we can point to the precept of the Bible to direct our decision. The Bible 

teaches us that we shall do the good, seek the earthly welfare and advancement of our neighbor, 

that we shall also remember the poor and needy. And then to a certain rather large extent we do 

this quite spontaneously, without even knowing the Scriptural precept. It is very natural for the 

father and mother to labor and plan and exert themselves to establish their home and provide for 

the continual needs of their children to toil with boundless effort when they are sick or in danger. 

It is very natural and spontaneous when the government labors and toils to plan and provide the 

welfare and security -and development of the nation. 

How plainly this is given with the very nature of the creature, may surely appear from the 

fact also, that even the non-rational creature does this. Bird and beast go to great effort and pains 

to provide for and advance the welfare of their offspring, and also use great effort to preserve and 

advance their community, their colony or herd. 

This also explains to some extent why the curse that is in the world does not destroy the 

creature or make impossible its development. There is an increated urge, an operation of law 

through which God provides for the maintenance and development of life in the historical 

process even when the creature is not conscious of it, or also as in the case of man when this law 

is not consciously, willingly, obediently heard, observed and followed.  

But now this law which we have seen to operate in the providence of God has a very 

definite meaning for man as servant of the Lord and as Christian. It means that he shall see and 

know this law especially as it is verbally inculcated through God’s spoken revelation. 

To love thy neighbor as thyself, to seek his advantage, welfare, comfort, to labor with the 

hands to provide for self, the neighbor, the poor is the revealed will of God. 

In many simple relations of life this is rather easy to discern and honor. It is quite simple 

for a father and mother to see the good of caring for their children, quite simple for a government 

official to be concerned for the welfare and prosperity of his constituency, also for a doctor 

serving his patients, for a nurse comforting and relieving her charge. And of course this can be 

extended to food production and distribution, clothing, housing, fuel-supply, and many more 

things. 

However when we come to our more luxurious enjoyments this does not seem so simple. 

Can we also here apply the principle of doing good to our fellow man? 

Is it really so that we must work with devotion and love in all these things. Is it out of 

love to our neighbor, out of the urge to do the good when as draftsman I toil with hand and mind 

and heart to make an even more luxurious car, an ever more palatial style of home? Is it by the 

urge of the law of God to love my neighbor and serve him, that I conceive and create new 

delicacies, new dazzle in clothing or even that I find my field of labor in things that are 

ultimately injurious, such as in the liquor industry, in questionable pleasures? 

When we approach the question at this phase it evidently raises difficult problems. 

For there are surely many Christians who are in some form or other engaged in these 

industries. And what is the motivation of their work? There are several possible answers or 



combinations of answers here. Can they say, “Well, I do the work for the wage it offers, for the 

means to support my family, my church, the poor, the kingdom of God?” Or shall we say that we 

work simply because it is expected of us for the wage we command, it is a matter of equity, of 

labor and pay, pure and simple, and we desire to give testimony in our honest effort for value 

received? 

Or can we possibly take the attitude that it belongs to our calling in the culture mandate 

of history to develop all things and all of life so that the culture in history, the course of sin and 

grace can reach its full end also by our personal participation in labor? 

These are apparently some of the possible attitudes that the Christian can assume in his 

labor in his life’s calling. 

 And here is surely a field for serious Christian reflection. It is hardly possible that our 

whole field of daily work activity is not concerned with these questions. Insofar as the answer is 

hard to give we may be inclined to say these are indifferent things which are left to the individual 

conscience of the free Christian. However, it has been well said that the existence of indifferent 

things in the field of moral conduct is not a privilege, but a rebuke to our ignorance and 

insensitivity. God’s law knows of no indifferent things. And in the measure that God’s people 

grow in sanctification, the circle of indifferent things grows smaller, or rather shifts over so that 

the grosser fall out, as being spiritually solved by an enlightened choice, and new issues not 

noticed before, now enter the circle of serious moral consideration. 

So it is with the question, the daily question, of our work. 

Why do we engage in it? How do we fulfil the law of God in it, even in activities that 

seem to us rather useless, fruitless, vain? 

Perhaps it is rather natural to turn to the Scriptures on the institution of servants and 

slaves, for this at least in part can shed light. There are also undoubtedly other light-rays in the 

Bible on this point. For it is not only the servant that works but also the master, the employer. 

In a following article we hope to explore these Scriptural materials. 

 

Originally Published in: 

Vol 13 No 6 March 1953 


