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Jesus once said: “As it was in the days of Noah, so shall it also be in the days of the Son 

of man. They did eat, they drank, they married wives, they were given in marriage until the day 

that Noah entered into the ark, and the flood came, and destroyed them all.” These words of the 

Saviour, friends, were indeed spoken in truth and are certainly being fulfilled today, for in the 

world in which we live amusement centers are filled to overflowing, divorce courts are doing a 

rushing business and juvenile delinquency is on the increase, modernism is rampant, apostasy is 

gaining ground and knowledge of and love for the truth is almost a thing of the past. The masses 

have become alienated from the church and instead of seeking the things above, they hanker after 

the treasures and pleasures of the world. In fact, in spite of the loud speech of God’s judgments, 

the masses heedlessly rush on, hardening themselves in the way of sin. Hence, the conclusion 

cannot be escaped: today as never before Christ proclaims loudly, “Behold, I come quickly.” 

And no one can deny that in such a world the church of Jesus Christ has a tremendous 

calling. When conditions are such, she may not be silent, nor may she isolate herself and 

withdraw from the various spheres and departments of life. Instead, in the measure that the world 

increases in sin, she must speak up and be active, and must reveal that he is of the party of the 

living God in the midst of the world. Therefore the admonition comes to her, and to each of her 

members individually, and I would add, especially to you as young people: “Let your light so 

shine before men, that they may see your good works and glorify your Father which is in 

heaven,” 

Did you ever stop to consider, friends, what the Implications are of this admonition? 

Really, when rightly considered, they are astounding. Fact is, the admonition presupposes first of 

all that there is a vast difference between the church and the world. It draws a line of 

demarcation between the two, and it tells us that the one has light while the other does not, that 

the one rejoices in the light of day, while the other gropes about in the darkness of night. And so 

it is, for Jesus himself said to His church: “Ye are the light of the world” and concerning the 

world He said, that it lieth in darkness. 

Since that is the case, God’s church is exceedingly rich, but the world is unspeakably 

poor, for nothing is more beautiful than light, but on the other hand nothing is more terrible than 

darkness. For in darkness man has no knowledge and certainty, he gropes about in the dark, 

reaches out in despair, and finally stumbles and falls. But walking in the light, man has 

knowledge and life, joy and hope, fellowship and peace. And so it is with God’s church. Since 

she has been redeemed by God’s grace, she has light upon life’s pathway, and walking in that 

light, she has joy and peace, fellowship with God and man, and she rejoices in the hope of 

eternal. But the world on the other hand, lieth in darkness, and in that darkness, it is blind and 

foolish, evil and sinful, without God and without hope. Hence, the one is light, the other 

darkness; the one is from above, the other from below; the one is on the way to eternal bliss; but 

the other is on the road to eternal doom. 

But even so, we have no reason to boast, for that we in distinction from the masses have 

light is not due to our own ingenuity or due to our own choice. For by nature we too were 

darkness, foolish and sinful, and nothing in all the world could change that. But God, by a 

miracle of His grace, has called us out of darkness into His marvelous light. And therefore the 

difference between them and us is due only and entirely to God’s sovereign and elective grace. 



Did you ever stop to think of the Christian friend? Did you ever stop consider, that it is 

only because of God’s grace that you are different than your neighbor, who swears, drinks, goes 

to shows, works on Sunday, and cares not about God and His service? And do you walk in that 

consciousness daily? If so, then no doubt you also realize that you have a great calling, for the 

very purpose of light is not to hide it, but to let it shine. And yet, there are very few people today 

who really do that. The tendency today more and more seems to be to hide it and cover it up. 

And also as young people, being surrounded by temptations, it is becoming increasingly difficult 

to always be faithful. But for that very reason Jesus comes to us with the admonition, not to 

foolishly put our light under a bushel, but to let it shine. 

Notice, Jesus does not say that we must seek to conquer the world. Nor does He say that 

we must save some for His kingdom. That in the final analysis is His work. Instead He tells us 

that we must let our light shine. That is our work. And to really do that implies that in all spheres 

of life we condemn the works of darkness and testify of the light. It means that even though we 

live in a world of sin, nevertheless we must keep our garments clean, we must reveal the life that 

is from above, and it must be seen in us that even though once we were blind yet now we see. 

And so it must be in every sphere of life. In work and play, in church and school, at home 

and by the way, not only on Sunday but also during the week, it must become manifest that we 

are children of light. Wherever we go and in everything we do, we must say “yes” to God and 

“no” to sin. Wherever that is impossible, there the Christian must not work and refuse to dwell. 

And our light must shine, at the expense of all. 

Therefore when as young people we choose our vocation, it may never first of all be a 

question of a nice soft job, or of honor, or of money, but, rather of letting our light shine, with 

the talents God has given us. And when we choose our entertainment and our life’s partner, it is 

no different. Our main concern must always be the shining forth of that light which God has 

given us by His grace. For that is our task, that is what we are here for—to let our light shine, 

and to do so regardless of the cost and In spite of all. 

And if you ask for the reason, or the purpose, then Jesus answers: “that you may glorify 

your Father which is in heaven.” Notice, the purpose is not that people may see us and glorify 

man, but that they may see God and glorify Him. Our goal therefore must not be ourselves, but 

God.  And the shining of our light does reveal His glory, for not only the light, but also the will 

and the ability to let it shine are of Him. Hence, when we let our light shine, His grace becomes 

manifest, and thus in a world of darkness it can be seen that in principle the head of the serpent 

has been crushed and that our God is the mighty God who calls forth life out of death and has 

changed darkness into light. Therefore our light must always shine, not only in public, but also in 

secret. In fact, even though we lived alone on an island it would still have to shine, for regardless 

whether people see it or not, regardless whether it makes them curse or pray, the shining of our 

light always redowns to the glory of God. 

However, the implication of the admonition is, that not only we ourselves, but also our 

fellowmen must glorify God, and if we let our light shine, they will do so. And so it is. That is 

true first of all of God’s people. When they see our light, in word and deed, in our good example 

and sanctified walk, it edifies them and strengthens them in the faith. Our light has a wholesome 

effect upon them and becomes the means that they too give glory to God. In fact, nothing makes 

more for joy and fellowship, peace and contentment, among the people of God, than to walk 

together in the light. While on the other hand, nothing is more discouraging, more detrimental to 

the church, and more dishonoring to God, than a compromising Christian who puts his light 

under a bushel. 



But what is true of the church is true also of the world. The shining of our light shall 

induce not only the people of God but also the men of darkness to give glory to God. Not today 

of course. Today, in the measure that we reveal our light, we experience the truth of God’s word, 

that the world hates the light and we must suffer because of it. But even so, be not dismayed, for 

presently, in the eternal morning, all shall be forced to confess that the light of God’s church as it 

shone throughout the ages, was the work of God, that through it He has triumphed over the work 

of Satan, and that therefore He is God, and He alone. Even hell itself shall be compelled to tell 

the praises of our God. 

Therefore, friends, nothing is more beautiful and glorious than to let our light shine. And 

nothing could be more safe. But on the other hand, nothing is more deplorable and terrible, and 

also dangerous than to cover it up and hide it under a bushel. 

As young people, let us then remember in all our way, the words of the Saviour: Ye are 

the light of the world! And may we so let our light shine, that men may see our good works, and 

glorify our Father in heaven! 

 

Originally Published in: 

Vol 13 No 5 February 1953 


