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As we have seen according to Genesis 3:17-19 our daily labor is burdened with a curse 

which God has pronounced: Cursed be the ground for man’s sake. The application is plainly also 

to the Christian even though we have been redeemed from the final curse. That this curse 

embraces also the Christian, the servants of the Lord, may also appear from such passages as Ps. 

90. 

Now the question will arise, if this is true that the how is still the possibility for the 

continuation of life, of development, of history of culture, how can our daily labor and exertions 

still have sense and meaning if it is negated by a curse of God. 

Answering to this we may observe on the one hand, that such a curse appears inevitable 

in God’s method of government. Man could not be king any more over creation in such a way 

that he always overcomes it, and completely rules it. Especially in the sense mentioned last in the 

above text: until thou return to the ground from whence thou wast taken, man could not possibly 

be ruler, and retain his dominion, for then he would resist death and not humbled and removed 

from his arrogance. 

 And also for the saint this failure and defeat is necessary, because also for us death is a 

necessity to deliver us from the body of sin and unholiness, and, moreover, it is a necessary 

phase of our discipline, of our child training. The approaching, threatening disintegration of our 

earthly existence and its catastrophic finality is a means for the perfecting of the saints in faith 

and trust. 

Now on the other hand this curse could not so operate that immediately all of life in all its 

relations would be destroyed. For that would make impossible the very program that is here 

announced, namely, the triumph of the holy seed of the woman over the serpent’s usurpation. 

This is not necessarily a limitation or restraint of the curse but rather its form, its norm of 

operation. 

Dr. Schilder points out this relation somewhere in his exposition of the Heid. Cat. on our 

utter depravity. He emphasizes that depravity of man is not mearly checked in some, in various 

instances, but it is checked and controlled in all instances. That is, it is brought up short against 

and by the solid order of nature. This nature is preserved in its constitution and even rejuvenated 

continually so that man’s depravity is held in a bridle and does not destroy life on earth. This is 

also evident from the fact that sinful men do not have such control over the situation of life that 

their sin can destroy the materials of life. To use an extreme illustration first of all, man uses the 

heavenly bodies in his service of sin, he studies them, admires them, makes valuable geographic 

or navigational calculations from them, writes poetry on-them, worships them. But even when 

they are subjected to vanity of use they are not impaired or effected. So it is with oceans and 

mountains. So it is with seasons. So, relatively, with the soil and its vegetation, the powers of the 

atmosphere, light, heat, electrical, radio, radar activities, and so forth. So it is even in the realms 

that lie closer to our control. Man cannot destroy even his own race, for in spite of and even by 

means of its sin it is preserved, rejuvenated: continues to serve its purpose. 

Sn is not the destruction of nature, but its perversion in relation to God. 

And so history is not only possible, but assured; and development, culture, variety of life 

are possible and sure. 

In the midst of sweat, thorns, and decay we eat, till and live and develop. 



And so it is that the laboring of the Christian has meaning, purpose, fruitage and reward. 

While the Christian is in this world, and dispensation of sin and grace, his labor so far from being 

meaningless is conscious laboring along with the plan of God. 

It is the Lord’s plan that this world —mall be preserved and developed so that the 

fullness of human life may be seen sinfulness in ever different cultural forms of sin, and faith and 

obedience in ever new and different forms of Christian faith and life. 

It is also the Lord’s will that we as Christians shall let his light shine, so that men may see 

our good works and glorify the Father. If we believe that all the works of God are a revelation of 

Himself, then we know that the Christians industry is such our faithful diligence, our careful 

craftsmanship, our fruitful productivity, the resultant helpfulness, beneficence, human welfare is 

a revelation that God is in the order of His works, that He is wise and good. 

It is a revelation that when life and society derail and decay it is not the fault of God who 

made all things good and useful nor the fault of His saints in so far as they are faithful. 

But it is the sinful perversion of the good that then calls for judgment and vengeance, and 

the faithful use and cherishing that justifies a blessed reward. 

In closing this article let me state that I would welcome any questions that can evoke 

some practical reflections. 

I say this because there is a great opportunity here for cooperation and supplementation. 

The man who works in a shop, office or store necessarily has firsthand knowledge of the 

practical problems. On the other hand I am necessarily led to seek for the Biblical, spiritual light 

in which those problems must be approached. 

Hence any questions would be welcomed. 
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