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The following letter addressed to the Editor, Mr. S. De Young was referred to me for an 

answer. The letter reads as follows: 

“Dear Editor: 

We have often discussed the use of tobacco. The ones that do not favor its 

use usually give the reasons that it is not healthful, and that it is sinful. Those that 

say it is sinful have these statements to make regarding it; Christ would not use 

tobacco, it defiles the temple of the Holy Spirit, enslaves the will, hinders 

Christian influence, and the money spent for it could be better used to glorify 

God. While considering these statements I wondered how our lurches regard 

tobacco. Is indulgence of it a sin? Should it concern the church or is its use 

unimportant and to be determined by the individual? 

Sincerely, H. D. Heemstra” 

 

 First of all let me state very emphatically that the mere fact of smoking or not smoking 

has nothing whatever to do with our spiritual life, and as such is not a matter which concerns the 

church. I know that there are a great number of Christians that make a great issue of this 

question, as though it were a matter that vitally concerns our salvation. The reason for this is that 

they have a very superficial conception of sanctification, against whom the Lord warned when 

He said, “Hear, and understand: Not that which goeth into the mouth defileth a man; but that 

which Cometh out of the mouth, this defileth a man. But those things which proved out of the 

mouth come forth from the heart; and they defile the man. For out of the heart proceed evil 

thoughts, murders, adulteries, fornications, thefts, false witness, blasphemies; these are the things 

which defile a man.” Matthew 15:11-20. You will often find that these superficial Christians and 

weak brethren, who put so much emphasis on ‘touch not, taste not, and handle not’, are grossly 

ignorant of the extreme wickedness and depravity of the human heart. Just speak to them 

concerning the Scriptural and Reformed doctrine of the total depravity of man, and they will rise 

up in self-defense, and some even make the preposterous claim that they live perfect and holy 

lives. 

The statement that ‘Christ would not use tobacco’ even though it sounds rather 

convincing, is nevertheless a silly one. I am sure that if Christ would be here upon earth today, it 

would be exactly these superficial Christians that would say, “Behold a gluttonous man, and a 

wine-bibber.” I believe a child of God can just as well enjoy a smoke to the glory of God, as a 

glass of wine, or a cup of coffee. Every gift of God is good, if it be received with thanksgiving. 

It is true that smoking can enslave the will and become a habit. This is also true of eating 

and drinking, and of many other things. It is always sinful to do anything merely out of habit. 

Man may not allow himself to be enslaved to habit, whatever he does, he must do it to the glory 

of God, whether he eats, or drinks, or smokes, or any other thing. The chief and important 

question therefore is, not whether we smoke, or do not smoke, but whether when we smoke or do 

not smoke, we do it to the glory of God. 

The question whether the money spent for smoking could not be used for better purposes 

is a very legitimate one. It cannot be denied that a great deal of money is spent for smoking that 

could be used for better purposes. But is this not also true of money spent for coffee, tea, ice-



cream, soft-drinks and on all items of luxury? I recently read of a group of Christians that fasted 

one day a week, and donated the funds which otherwise would be used for meat and drink, to the 

cause of missions. This is indeed exemplary and worthy of our emulation. But I do not believe it 

is sinful for a Christian, when God in His beneficent providence gives him more than the bare 

necessities of life, indulges in a bit of luxury, providing that he does so in moderation, and 

forgets not to give thanks in everything. 

Do not look upon this article as an out and out recommendation for smoking. That which 

is a pleasure for one, is obnoxious to another. Personally I enjoyed smoking my pipe while 

writing this article, but I have a high regard for many non-smokers, but I do not want anyone to 

deprive me or you of our Christian liberty. 

Sincerely, 

Schuiler. 
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