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HI FELLAS! 

Here we go once again. At long last and after many pleas, the letters are starting to roll in. 

We’ve reached the point now where we are getting one or more every month and to us on the BL 

staff, that is very encouraging. You really had us worried there for a little while (only about a 

year). Now that our hopes are way up, don’t let us down again, please. 

* * * * * 

Tom Sjoerdsma takes the floor this time and also sends a picture of himself and Ken 

Meidema who just recently wrote for us. We are always glad to get those pictures. Keep them 

coming. 

 

Dear Friends: 

  I received the Thanksgiving issue of the BL not long ago and enjoyed it very much. 

Since I wrote you last, a few things have happened that might interest you. The most 

important is that the unit I am with finally moved off the line to go into reserve. We were on the 

line for 138 days. 

Now that we are in reserve, we are busy training every day except Sunday. We have that 

to ourselves and are able to attend Chapel services. That is one thing we couldn’t do very well on 

the line. That is one reason we servicemen, especially us in Korea, really appreciate the church 

papers which are sent to us regularly. 

I’m sending along a picture of Kenny Meidema, of Hope Church, and myself. We were in 

the same company until he was wounded. When he returned from the hospital, we were still 

together until he was transferred to a Service company in the same unit, the 5th RCT. 

We still get to see each other once in awhile. He also drives a truck. We have been 

together ever since we were drafted. That doesn’t happen very often. It would be nice if we could 

get to go home together, the Lord willing. 

Well, I’m not much of a letter writer, but I felt I had to drop you all a few lines. May the 

Lord continue to bless your Kingdom work. Until next time, then, so long! 

Your Christian friend, 

Tom Sjoerdsma 

Thanks a lot, Tom. I hope we hear more from you. 

 

If all of you men who think you’re not letter writers would send us a few lines like Tom has 

just done, I’m sure this column wouldn’t be able to handle every one of them. Try it this 

month— we’ll be waiting. 

* * * * * 

This letter just got under the deadline. 

Dear Beacon Lights Readers: 

It is almost a year ago that I wrote, so without a doubt it is more than time to do so again. 

At that time, I was in Camp Stewart, Georgia, but since then I was transferred to Camp 

Atterbury, Indiana. I’ve been here almost ten months in Atterbury and about five of the ten 

months my wife lived with me here in a house trailer. We also were able to attend church 

services in our Oak Lawn Church, almost every Sunday during the past ten months. 



  I now have 23 months completed in the Army. Most of this time I have been a Dental 

Assistant. I also was never called for overseas duty for which I am very thankful, and now I have 

one month left before I get my discharge. It certainly is a wonderful feeling to know I will be 

free again, and can go back to the farm in Montana with my wife. 

Before I end now, I want to thank everyone, who has made it possible for me to receive 

our Church magazines, while I was in the Army. They were a great help and very much 

appreciated. 

Yours in Christ, 

P.F.C. Garret Flikkema, Dental Det. 5015 ASU Camp Atterbury, Indiana 
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