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Hey Fellas, 

You finally did it! 

Our column can at last stand on its own feet and speak for itself. 

 

Korea, Nov. 2, 52 

Dear All, 

I’m sorry I haven’t written to the Beacon Lights before but it’s so hard to keep up on all 

my mail and so easy to say “I’ll write Beacon Lights next week” and then forget all about it. 

I’ve been in the Army now since August, 1951 and have been in Korea since February of 

this year. 

I took Medical training at Ft. Mead, Maryland and came to Korea as an aid man but 

ended up in the Artillery as a cannoneer. I am now a gunner on a 155 Howitzer, a 12,000 pound 

weapon. The shells are six inches in diameter and weigh around 100 pounds. The effective range 

is about 12,500 yards. 

I worked my way up from rammier staff to chief of section. I held this for a month but 

had to give it up as it was too hard on me.  

We are now near the town of Yonchoh, which is 35 miles north of Seoul. The 1st Capt. 

R.O.K. Division is on the line in front of us. The French are fighting to our right on T Bone Hill. 

Kelley Hill is in front of us and the 2nd Division is there on the line. 

We just moved here of late having been in the Mungdung Nie Valley backing up Heart-

break Ridge and Sandbag Castle. We pulled out of there just in time to miss the last push that 

was made and the place where we were set up was hit hard by Artillery. 

That valley was raked from end to end when we were there and I have grey hair from it 

now. 

The country here is more rolling with many rice paddies and makes good tank country. 

We’re set up in a rice paddy and our fox holes are shallow and full of water. But it is protection. 

I’ve been to Japan on R and R and am on my homeward stretch. Today we were told 

we have to have 38 points to get out of here, so I’ll be here 20 days longer than expected. I have 

about three months to do yet and I’ll be on my way. That isn’t too long and I can stick it out. 

 I received the Beacon Lights today when I got back from church. Half hour service. I was 

glad to get it as we have tomorrow off and I’ll get a chance to read it. It’s very seldom that we 

have a real chance to read and enjoy what we’re reading but tomorrow I’ll have a chance to 

really take it easy and enjoy the Beacon Lights. 

We have had no lights here until today when we got some Korean lamps made of milk 

cans. 

 I read the Convention news and was happy to hear so many had a good time. The picture 

of Herm Hanko on the bus made me laugh and brought back many memories. I looked the 

pictures over good for familiar faces but I didn’t know too many of them. 

Well, I must close for now as I have more letters to write. 

I’m enclosing a couple of pictures of myself and the Howitzer I am on. 

Your Christian Friend, 

Bob. 



 

Here’s Bob’s address and I think he deserves some replies from us civilians who are having it 

soooo easy. 

Cpl. Robert Wigger US 55186090 Batt. B., 90th FA Bn. APO 25 c/o PM, San Francisco, 

California. The picture of Bob shows him after an inspection. The gunners Quadrant is in his 

hands. The Howitzer is shoved out of its camouflaged pit for repair. Note the empty powder cans 

in the foreground. 

* * * * * 

Nov. 9, 1952 

Dear Friends, 

 I received the Beacon Lights of October and I read that the Military Mailbag is a little 

empty. I’ve been in the Army now for 11 months and have not written to the Beacon Lights 

readers yet so I guess it’s about time I got on the “Ball” 

Well; to tell you a little about what I have been doing since I’ve been in Korea. I arrived 

here July the 1st and went to the front on the 8th. For two weeks I was a Rifleman, then a B.A.R. 

man for two weeks and then became a machine gunner. After 10 days of this I was out on patrol 

and “Joe Chink” shot me in the thigh. 

I was sent to a hospital in Japan and remained there for six weeks. Now I am back in 

Korea once again. In all I have been overseas slightly more than four months. 

At present I am driving a truck for the Army and it is a lot more fun than being in the 

front lines. Right now our outfit is in the rear for a little rest. I don’t know how long we’ll be 

here but it’s OK with me if we stay here for good. 

I want to thank the Beacon Lights, Sunday School, Standard Bearer and all the others 

who send papers from home. We don’t hear much of God and His word over here and I sure do 

enjoy reading our church papers. 

I don’t know if this will get in in time but I wish you all a Blessed Christmas and a 

prosperous New Year. I’ll sign off for now. God bless and keep you—that’s my every day 

prayer. 

Pvt. Kenneth Miedema US 55225878 Ser. Co. 5 R. C. T., APO 301, c/o PM, San Francisco, 

California 

 

Needless to say our prayers are with you, Ken, you, Bob, and each and every one of our 

Servicemen. 

* * * * * 

Nov. 23, 1952  

Wackeinheim, Germany  

Dear Friends, 

Yes, here is one of those guys who used to write and then forgot how. I finally found my 

educated pen once more, so I guess I’d better put it to use. 

I am another of those Z.I. bound guys. I have spent most of my Army career in Germany, 

16 months in fact. Now I will try to make a career of civilian life. I imagine I will find it hard to 

take. Ha! 

I have been to Holland twice and it is really a grand place. The last time I was there 

during Tulip Time which is from the 15th of April to the 15th of May. It is very beautiful then 

and I have many wonderful colored slides. I wish I had more. 

I would like to tell the Holland (US) boys who go over here to see this beautiful sight if 



they have a chance. But be sure to go as soon as possible after the 15th of April as you can. The 

tulips stop blooming after the 1st of May. It will be worth every minute you spend there. 

I have found the people very friendly and the biggest share of them can speak English so 

you don’t have to worry about a little detail like that. 

There are many interesting places to visit. There is a large diamond factory in Amsterdam 

that one should see if at all possible. You can see how diamonds are cut and polished.  

It’s a very interesting procedure. There are many more places I could tell you about but space 

won’t allow it. 

I haven’t seen a country I liked so well. It is really beautiful. One can tell as soon las you, 

leave Holland and enter Germany. Germany isn’t nearly as neat. I hope many of you can visit 

this wonderful country. 

I have spent much of my stay over here on field problems. Since the first of July we have 

spent two months in camp. That gives us nearly 60% of our time out in the field.  

Passes and furloughs were easy for us to get in our outfit. It’s different in most outfits. I 

have had some enjoyable times over here in Europe. 

By the time most of you read this I will be back home as we are to leave on the 2nd of 

December. I’ll sign off for now and tell you to keep up the good work you have done in the past. 

We all appreciate it. 

Yours in the Lord, Harold Moss 

 

We appreciate the good work Harold has done also. He has been one of our most faithful 

contributors and we want you to know that every letter was welcome, Harold. 

Harold Moss is from our Manhattan Montana Church. 

 

Originally Published in: 

Vol 13 No 4 January 1953  


