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Question:  

Who was Stephen praying for in Acts 7:60 when he said, “Lord lay not this sin to 

their charge.” 

Answer: 

He was praying for the same people for whom Christ prayed, when in the hour of his 

crucifixion he said: “Father, forgive them; for they know not what they do.” And this people are 

all those who repent of the great sin of having crucified Him, the Son of God. 

To understand these prayers we must concentrate on the words of Jesus: “For they know 

not what they do.” 

Christ’s passion was not understood by any of His contemporaries. They did not know 

that it was the blood of the atonement that was being shed. This is 'true of the followers of Jesus 

as well as of His enemies Not one of them considered that “he was cut off from the land of the 

living because of the transgression of His people.” Isa. 53:8, 9. One will ask, how is it to be 

explained that not even the followers of Jesus, to say nothing of His enemies, had understanding 

of this? The prophets had foretold His cross. And Christ had spoken plainly of His suffering and 

death. Yet they did not understand. 

It can be explained. 

 First, they had an earthly conception of Christ and His kingdom. They had expected that 

Christ would do for their people what David of old had done for Israel, namely, deliver God’s 

people from the dominion of the heathen nations and found upon the ruins of these nations 

another mighty empire. All along they had thought of Christ as such a king— a king of earthy, 

typical power and glory. But Christ’s kingdom was heavenly, and in order to enter the glory of 

this kingdom—His kingdom—He had to go the way of the terrible cross. For sin had to be 

atoned, expiated, obliterated. For it was sin that lay at the bottom of all their troubles of the past 

present and future. 

And that cross—Christ’s cross—troubled them. It was not a wonder. For in Israel the 

cross was a thing too terrible to contemplate. The land of Canaan, let us consider, was God’s 

country. It was the heaven of the Old Testament church, and therefore referred to in the Old 

Testament Scriptures as the land of the living, the spiritual living, in contradistinction to all the 

rest of the earth, which was the land of the dead. For in Canaan God was tabernacling with His 

people. Jerusalem was the city of God. Jerusalem’s temple was His house. Here He dwelt. The 

court of the temple was the only place on the face of the earth, where God’s people stood before 

His face and were blessed. For there in that court stood God’s altar. Hence, the true Jew loved 

Jerusalem better than life. Canaan, being what it was, the land of the living, the wicked had to be 

cut off from it by death. “The soul that doeth ought with uplifted hand,” so the Lord had 

commanded.” shall be cut off from among his people, because he hath despised the word of the 

Lord, and hath broken the commandment; that soul shall utterly be cut off, he shall bear his 

iniquity.” This had to be done by putting the offender to death. And thereupon his body was 

hung on a tree till even in token of his being cursed of God and cast into everlasting desolation. 

“Cursed is every one that hangeth on a tree,” thus spake the law. This precisely is the stroke that 

fell on Christ. Pronounced a blasphemer by Israel’s judges, He was cut off from God’s country, 

the land of the living, by death on the accursed tree,—cut off, banished from God’s presence. 



Did He not from out of the darkness that enveloped His cross cry to God, “My God, My God, 

why hast thou forsaken me!” Verily, He was made a curse for us. 

And who of men considered that this stroke lighted upon Him for the transgressions of 

His people? Not one of them. The only solution of His suffering that men, including his people, 

could find within themselves that he was afflicted of God for His own fault. Isa. 53:3-6. Were he 

a prophet sent to deliver Israel, would his career be ending on a cross? So men reasoned. No one 

perceived that it was the blood of the atonement that the wicked were shedding. For, as John 

states, “The Holy Ghost was not yet sent; because Jesus was not yet glorified.” He had not yet 

been sent to teach God’s people all things, and to bring all things into their remembrance 

whatever He had said of them. 

Now there is reason why God withheld this insight until Christ was glorified. Had men, 

had we, known that it was the blood of the atonement that we were shedding, we all would have 

perished in hell in that very moment. For in that case our crucifying the Christ would have 

involved us, Jews and Gentiles alike, in a sin that God does not forgive, namely, a sin identical to 

that of crucifying the Son of God afresh and putting Him to open shame. According to Hebrews 

6:6 “It is impossible for those,” so reads the text, “who were once enlightened, if they shall fall 

away, to renew them again to repentance, seeing that they crucify to themselves the Son of God 

afresh.” As it is, we did not commit that unpardonable sin, when we crucified the Christ there on 

Golgotha. For we did it in ignorance. We knew not that it was the blood of the atonement that we 

were shedding. Thus God’s ' people, that is, all such who in tears of true contrition of heart, 

beseech God for mercy and forgiveness, are surely forgiven. And these contrite ones are the 

elect. And it was for such and for such alone that Christ and Stephenus prayed. 

And certainly those prayers are heard. We are forgiven of God for that sin and for all our 

sins. The apostle Paul makes mention of this with respect to his own case. He wrote: “And I 

thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who hath enabled me, for that he counted me faithful, putting me in 

the ministry; who was before a blasphemer, a persecutor, and injurious, but I obtained mercy, 

because I did it (he crucified Christ by persecuting His church) ignorantly, in my unbelief. 

And in his pentacostal sermon the apostle Peter, touching on the same matter, addresses 

his Jewish audience in this language: “And ye killed the prince of life, whom God raised up from 

the dead; ... and now brethren I know that through ignorance ye did it, and so also your rulers. 

But these things which God before had shewed by the mouth of His prophets, that Christ should 

suffer, he hath now fulfilled. Repent therefore and be converted that your sins may be blotted 

out.” Also the point here is that, whereas we had crucified Christ in our ignorance, we will obtain 

mercy, we who by the grace of God repent. 

How unsearchable then the wisdom and mercy of God. He kept us in ignorance 

respecting the meaning of the cross in order that we might be saved by the Christ that we had to 

crucify. 
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