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Another year has come and gone, and again we stand on the threshold of a new year. 

Another year with all its joy and sorrow belongs to the irrevocable past, and again a new year 

with its unknown way stretches out before us. For just what awaits us on the way that lies ahead 

we do not know. That is known to God alone and will be revealed to us only as God unfolds His 

eternal counsel. 

True, in general we know that the coming year will be no different than the year that has 

gone by, for also in the year to come, some will be born, others will die; some will profit, others 

will lose; some will be glad, while others are sad. So it has been always and so it will remain 

unto the end of time. Therefore, in a sense, there is nothing new under the sun and it is true as 

Solomon said: “Vanity of vanities, all is vanity.” 

But even though life in general is much the same from year to year, yet in detail we do 

not know what awaits us, for the particulars of our way have not been revealed to us. Therefore it 

is but natural, as we enter a new year, that countless questions arise, questions in regard to 

ourselves and our loved ones, our parents and friends, our church and nation and the world in 

general. To all of which we can give only the answer: We do not know. 

And therefore, as we might expect, it especially at this time of the year the that hearts of 

men are filled with eager anticipation and that people in general do a lot of “hoping” and 

“wishing”. They realize that the year that has passed was a failure and disappointment. Their 

resolutions were not kept, their goal was not attained and their hopes were not realized. With joy 

therefore they bid farewell to the old year and with gladness they welcome the new. And with 

fresh courage and renewed zeal, they begin the new year, in the hope and expectation, that the 

new year will bring them a joy and happiness which the old could not afford. And in that hope, 

they wish for themselves and one another, health and prosperity, joy and peace, and they greet 

one another with “A Happy New Year”, with which they mean a year filled with the “best” and 

crowned with all the pleasant and sweet things of life. According to them, the year can be a 

happy one, only then, when man’s way is one of roses and the skies are always blue. 

And yet, friends, I am sure that if those things must make us happy then we shall always 

be unhappy. If health, peace and prosperity must be the source of our joy, then true joy and 

happiness will never be a blessed reality. 

That such is indeed the case, is only the teaching of God’s Word but also a matter of 

experience. It is not so many years ago, that we had, what we called a depression. At that time 

many hearts were heavy and all looked forward to a return of prosperity when again there would 

be plenty for all. Unto that end, prayer meetings were held and we clamored for improved 

conditions and an easier way, for then we would be happy, so we thought. 

Today, however, God has given us that much desired prosperity, even to such an extent 

that, with the exception of a few, all live in luxury. But still we are not satisfied. For though we 

receive the prosperity for which we clamored, God also gave us war and the atomic bomb. 

Underneath the pretty rose hid an ugly thorn. Besides, sickness and disease still run rampant, 

there is trouble and unrest at every hand and death still lurks at every comer. And therefore, 

today as in the past, people are restless, hearts are burdened and man still looks forward to better 

days. In fact, in spite of our so-called prosperity, today as never before, men’s hearts fail them 

for fear and the world is filled with anxiety and unrest instead of happiness and peace. 



Thus we experience, on the one hand, that happiness and contentment are not to be found 

in things, that as long as we seek our joy in things seen, our dreams will never be realized and 

our hopes will always be crushed. And, on the other hand, we also experience, that it is true as 

we sing: “In all earth’s habitations, On all the boundless sea, Man finds no sure reliance, no 

peace, apart from Thee.” 

So, friends, it was also with the Psalmist of old. In Psalm seventy-three Asaph tells us 

that he had seen the prosperity of the wicked and .that for a time he envied them, for in spite of 

their sin they seemed to prosper. They were not in trouble as other men, their eyes stood out with 

fatness and they had more than heart could wish. While he on the other hand, apparently 

cleansed his heart in vain, for his punishment was there every morning and he was plagued all 

the day long. 

But in the sanctuary of God it was revealed to him that with all their prosperity God sets 

the wicked on slippery places, that He is far from them and that He casts them down into 

destruction. But on the other hand, it was also revealed to him that his cross and suffering were 

sent him in love and must serve to prepare him for eternal glory. And therefore he concludes at 

the end of the Psalm: “It is good for me to draw near to God.” “Let the wicked”, he means to say, 

“have his prosperity, but give me my God.” 

 In these words the Psalmist therefore gives expression to the blessed truth that it is never 

first of all a question of “things” or outward circumstances, but of God, whether He be with and 

for us, and whether we are near to Him. And so it is, for on the storm-swept ocean of time, there 

is but one beacon of light, but one fountain of happiness and peace, and that is God. And as the 

rivers and streams cannot rest until they rest in the deep, blue ocean, so man can not rest until he 

rests in God.  

But therefore the people of God have a rich consolation, for that God, who is the fountain 

of all good and apart from whom we cannot rest, is present everywhere and is with His people 

where’er they rest and where’er they go. He is nigh unto them not only in His providence to 

uphold and direct them, as He does all His creatures in general. But He is near them in His love, 

in His fellowship and grace, to bless them, to cause all things to work together for their good, 

and to prepare them for their home in heaven above. Thus, in reality, the Christian is never alone. 

In Him we have a Friend, who is always near. And what a Friend He is! For since He is 

almighty, He is always able to help; since He is all-wise, He always knows what is best; and 

since He is faithful, He never leaves not forsakes us, He never slumbers and never sleeps. 

 And yet, there come times in the life of the Christian when he too feels lonely and 

forsaken, when life seems vain, when God seems far and His way with us appears to be foolish. 

However, the trouble is never with our way, nor can we attribute our anxiety and care to the fact 

that God is not near, for He is always near, and His way with us is always good. But the trouble 

is, though He is always near to us, so often we are not near to Him. Only too often with our 

minds and hearts and with our trials and problems we are so far from His. And the result is, we 

become filled with anxiety and fears, we fret about our way and we are inclined to complain with 

Jacob of old that all things are against us. So it was also with Asaph. He allowed the prosperity 

of the wicked to draw him away from his God, and thus for the time being, he lost the 

experiences of God’s favor and nearness, and later he had complain that he had been as a beast 

before God. 

Therefore even though God is always near us, we must also be near Him. Not of course, 

that God’s being near to us depends on our being near to Him. For that He is near us, is all of 

grace, and therefore nothing in all the world can destroy it, not even our sin. He is always near 



His people, and that forever. But that nearness is experienced and enjoyed by us, only in that 

measure that by His grace we live close to Him. 

And that means that we do not ignore or disregard Him, but that we are always conscious 

of Him in the home and by the way, and that in our work and play, and in all circumstances of 

life, we seek to walk the way of His commandments, commit our way to Him in faith and follow 

where He leads us. 

Therefore, with a view to the way that lies before us, it is not a question first of all of 

what the way will be, whether it will bring prosperity or adversity, joy or sorrow, life or death. 

But rather it is a question of faithfulness in that way, of living near to God. 

As we start our journey in 1953, may this, then, be our prayer: 

“Another year is dawning  

Dear Father, let it be, 

In working or in waiting,  

Another year with Thee;” 

For then and then only, can we truly sing: 

“In sweet communion, Lord, with Thee  

I constantly abide; 

My hand Thou holdest in Thy own  

To keep me near Thy side.” 

And then we may boast in all circumstances of life: 

“Thy counsel through my earthly way 

 Shall guide me and control, 

And then to glory afterward  

Thou wilt receive my soul.” 
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