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LESSON 45 

 

Not Confusion But Order 

I Cor. 14:20-40 

 

The remainder of this chapter deals with the dignity and decorum of the Divine Service. 

Speaking with tongues (vss. 20-28) prophets (vss. 29-33) women (vss. 34-35) these all have their 

place. Let them take their place so that the Service may be what it ought to be. 

 

Tongues need an interpreter, Vss. 20-28 

Are you so excited about speaking in tongues? (vss. 21, 22). Then read Isa. 28:11. In the 

Captivity, Judah became subject to the Assyrians and they heard foreign language a plenty. The 

curse of Jeremiah 5:15 had come. God spake to the rebels in Captivity, through the foreign 

tongues, but for all that they did not listen to the Lord. Here tongues are a sign of the curse upon 

the unbelieving (vs. 22). Prophecy is for them that believe. How arrogant then to boast about 

your ability to speak a foreign language. 

If then the Church comes together for Divine Service, and suppose that you all stood 

there muttering and mumbling in foreign languages, and suppose a stranger (an uninstructed or 

an unbeliever) came to your service. Would they not say of you that you were drunk or insane 

(vs. 23)? Is that the effect which the Divine Service ought to have? If, instead of muttering 

foreign languages, you prophecy and speak plainly about the Truth, and if then there comes to 

your meeting some unbeliever or uninstructed (24-25) he will be seized by the power of the 

Word of God which you preach. Instead of calling you fanatics he will be convicted by the Word 

of God. The Word of God will convict him of sin and unbelief, it will .try to stir up his 

conscience with the result that he will fall down before you. conquered. He will bend his knees 

before God and testify that this is holy ground. I take it that this man is brought to repentance and 

the conquering power of the Word of God shines forth brilliantly. When you congregate let there 

be order (vss. 2 28). Take turns speaking and let the man speaking in tongues be careful to have 

an interpreter standing beside him. If not, let him be still. 

 

Prophets are to speak by turns, Vss. 29-33 

Paul defends the dignity of the Divine Service against all disorder. Let two or three 

speak, says Paul. That will be enough for one service. Let them patiently await their turns so that 

there are not two of them speaking at once. God is a God of order and His Service must be 

dignified. Let your Service testify that God is among you; that all may learn and all may be 

comforted (or exhorted) (vs. 31). 

 

Women to be silent, Vss. 34, 35 

Good order requires that men carry the Revelation. Women are to submit to the Law from 

Gen. 3:16 and forward. Even asking questions (perhaps to criticize and examine what the 

prophets had said) would constitute an infringement upon the task which God gave to the man cf. 

vs. 29. If she has anything to ask, let her ask her husband at home. The reason why the woman 



shall not prophesy in the Church is that it is a shame, it is ugly and disorderly. 

Paul concludes by rebuking the arrogance of some (vs. 36) he asks them: do you originate 

the Word? Are you not but carriers of the Word? If you are a prophet you will recognize that 

what I have said to you comes from the Lord (vs. 37). Be energetic therefore to handle the gifts 

and let the Service testify that God is sovereign and that He dictates the Service. Principles do 

not change. When today the Church comes together in Divine Service the prophecy of Joel (Acts 

2:17,18) has come to its fulfillment, all prophesy, but in order. For God has set up one to preach 

in the Name of God, and the rest to say “amen” in the Name of God. That congregation may be 

edified and all who gather in the Service may testify that God is among us with His Word. 

 

Questions for Discussion 

1. Vs 25 says something about the secrets of that man’s heart being made manifest. To whom? 

To himself or to others? Cf. Heb. 4:12, 13. 

2. Our Divine Service today is quite different from e.g. vs. 26 of that time. Several men took 

part in the Service, each contributed what he had “received”. Men, women and all believers 

have the Spirit (Acts 2:17,18) how explain that just the Minister preaches? 

3. Miriam was a prophetess (Ex. 15:20) Deborah was (Judges 4:4) Huldah (II Kings 22:14) and 

Anna was (Luke 2: 36). How explain? 

 

LESSON 46 

 

Beyond All Doubt, Christ Arose 

I Cor. 15:1-11 

 

Besides all the other errors in the Corinthian Church there was above all this fatal heresy 

that there were some among them who denied the resurrection of the dead. How wide-spread this 

heresy was, or how many followed, I do not know. It was present. That certain ones could have 

confessed the Apostolic Doctrine, been baptized, received into the Church, and them deny the 

very foundation upon which the church stands! How subtle is Satan. How inclined are we to all 

evil. How dreadful is the judgment of God upon those who, with Eve, give ear to the deceiver. 

Influenced by, perhaps, the Sadducees, or perhaps the Greeks, there had arisen an 

element in the Corinthian Church which repudiated the resurrection of the body. I suppose, if 

you had asked them: do you believe that Christ arose, they would have said: indeed, we believe 

that. But wait, says Paul, Doctrine is ONE. You cannot deny it at one place and accept it at the 

other. If you deny the resurrection of the dead, you deny the resurrection of Christ. You are 

denying the resurrection of Christ and as a result of your error you have come to deny the 

resurrection of the dead. The two are intertwined. They stand and fall together. 

Since then this is the issue at stake Paul rises to the defense of the Gospel and if it please 

God to the conversion of those who are departing from it. In the first eleven verses of this 

marvelous chapter Paul establishes beyond all doubt that Christ has arisen from the dead, in the 

sequence he will show that the Church arises WITH Christ and IN Christ. You deny one, you 

deny both. 

Paul had labored in Corinth for more than eighteen months and the theme of his 

preaching was the theme of the Whole Scripture: CHRIST IS RISEN, HALLELUJAH. Now, 

must he prove to them once more that Christ is risen? How arduous is the task of the minister. 

What patience he must possess. God had told Paul in a night vision “I have much people in this 



city.” God has His people here in the Corinthian Church, and for their sakes he is ready to do any 

amount of work, even if he has to repeat what he had so fervently preached and what should 

have been understood by this time. 

I preached it to you, says Paul (vs. 1) you also received it, in it you stand. I had no other 

Gospel than this one. If you heard anything from me you heard that Christ was raised. If you let 

slip that Word, your faith is vain. Any faith which springs not from the resurrection of Christ, nor 

roots in it is imitation. Beware then. (vs. 2). 

Neither did Paul contrive this doctrine. Christ sent him with it (vs. 3). All the Scriptures. 

Moses, the Prophets and the Psalms (Lu. 24:44) all converge on this most blessed mystery that 

Christ is risen. Christ died for our sins (Isa. 53) He was buried, but saw no corruption (Ps. 16) 

and He arose on the third day, (Matt. 12:40) as also the event of Jonah teaches us. The Scriptures 

that went before spake of these things. Those Scriptures I preached unto you (vs 3, 4). 

Besides that, we have seen the Risen Lord with our own eyes. Many of us have seen Him 

(vss. 5-8). Peter saw Him, the Peter who one time denied Him, the Peter who is the rock upon 

which Christ builds His Church. He saw Him and he preached this risen Christ with great zeal. 

Then the “twelve” saw Him. Judas not being with it, the number being indicative of the group. 

This Group saw Him toward the close of the very first day (Mark 16:14). Then Jesus was seen of 

some five hundred at one time, many of whom are alive and among us today (vs 6). James saw 

Him. This is that James you have all heard about, how he was a martyr for the Christian Faith. He 

died for believing in the resurrected Christ. Then all the apostles saw Jesus (vs. 7). I take it this 

refers to the wider circle of preachers. These all saw Him and their testimony has been believed 

by the Church. 

Then, last of all, I saw Him too. En-route to Damascus. I am as one “born out of due 

time” (vs. 8) or as an abortion. Paul uses this horrible word in referring to himself as one that is 

dead, not worthy to be looked upon. He stoops in deep humility. That Christ should have looked 

upon him. He persecuted the Church of God (vs. 9) and was worthy to be cast aside. But God’s 

grace appeared and it made him an Apostle He saw the Lord and the Lord gave him grace to 

believe. Then Paul went out into the world, farther than any of the Apostles had gone and he 

preached this wonderful, life-and-grace-giving Christ. So he had also come to Corinth. 

So, Corinthians, there is the eye-witness testimony preached by every one of us. We 

never preached but what we preached this risen Christ, and you never believed our preaching but 

what you believed the Risen Christ. 

 

Questions for Discussion 

1. Why does Modernism etc. want to deny the Resurrection of Christ? What is there about it 

that makes the human nature so avid to denounce it? 

2. That Christ arose on the third day, according to the Scriptures (vs. 4). Can you show that 

from the Old Testament? 

3. To believe that Christ arose is much more than mere assent to some historical fact. It is a 

persuasion and a conviction concerning the great Work of Salvation wrought by God, in 

Christ first and then in all who are in Christ. 

4. What does it mean in vs. 2 “unless ye have believed in vain?” 

 

LESSON 47 

 

Christ Arose, We Follow 



I Cor. 15: 12-22 

 

From vss. 12-19 Paul says, as it were: some of you say that there is no resurrection of the 

dead. On your assumption now that there is no resurrection, let us see what happens, what 

conclusions must follow. Five of them: 

1. Then Christ is not raised (vss.13,16). Christ was among the dead. If the dead are not raised, 

the conclusion is simple, and as inescapable as simple: Christ was not raised. Then 

Modernism wins out and history marches us down a blind alley from which there is no 

retreat. 

2. If Christ is not raised we have preached empty words, your faith has caught hold of empty 

words (vs. 14) and if Christ is not raised your faith is without blessed result, it doesn’t lead 

you anywhere (vs. 17). We preached forgiveness of sins, justification, evidenced by Christ’s 

resurrection. But, if He is not raised, you face your sin and the damnation of death that must 

follow. 

3. If Christ is not raised then we stand forth like culprits, deceivers, who testified of things that 

do not even exist. We have borne false witness, we have lied against God (vs. 15). False 

witnesses are we, all of us . . .Apostles, prophets, all the way back to Enoch. From the days 

that men began to call upon the name of the Lord, in the day of Seth, until now, we all 

testified falsely. That is if Christ did not rise. 

4. If Christ has not been raised, then Abraham (and how he longed to see the day of Christ) and 

Isaac, Jacob . . . .the thousands who died in the faith of the coming Christ, the thousands of 

Hebrews 11, they are all perished (vs. 18). Instead of arriving in the City that has 

foundations, they discovered too late that they had been deceived. And they now gnash their 

teeth in hell. In your congregation there have some fallen martyr. They died in hope. But, if 

Christ is not raised they died in delusion. 

5. If Christ is not raised (vs 19) we are more miserable than all men. For then our hope in Christ 

is confined to what we have in this life. We suffer for believing in Him, that is what we have 

in this life. Hope for anything beyond this life is dashed to pieces against the rocks of hard 

reality. 

Paul skillfully leads their error to its only possible conclusion. Do you want us, do you want 

people in your congregation to follow your awful philosophy and arrive at these terrible 

conclusions? Repent of it. Wonderful is it not, how God “reasons” with us to lead us away from 

the false reasoning of sin into the knowledge of faith? 

But now, says Paul in vs. 19-22. But now I testify truth. CHRIST IS RISEN. Not only 

that Christ is risen from the dead, He brings His people along with Him (vs. 20). Christ is the 

first one that is raised (cf. Acts 26:23 and II Tim. 1:10). Christ first broke the shackles of death. 

He led the way. He brings us after Him. Vs. 21 proves that Christ was the first fruits. By man is 

death, by man is also the resurrection, this man being the Lord Jesus Christ. In Adam we all die 

(vs. 22), speaking of what the believers received through Adam. In Christ we shall all be made 

alive, speaking again of the believers, and what they receive through Christ. As all God’s people 

died in Adam, so shall they all be made alive through Christ. Adam stood not alone, neither did 

he fall alone. Christ arose not alone. He is the first-fruits, evidence of the subsequent harvest, 

author of eternal salvation, captain of our salvation, first-born from the dead (Cor. 1:19), leading 

the elect to the destined glory. This is the hope of the Christian. Persecutions and sufferings of 

this life exercise us in that hope. Walk in sin and the hope fades, walk in sanctification and the 

hope of faith shines on until the perfect day. 



 

Questions for Discussion: 

1. Vs. 18 why is the word “fallen asleep” used instead of the term “dead”? In I Thess. 4:14 the 

word “sleep” is used, while in I Thess. 4:16 the word “dead in Christ” is used. Why? 

2. Vs. 22 gives Arminianism a nice text, someone said one time. Consider, however, that you 

can prove most anything from the Bible if you tear it out of its context. Establish the context 

(e.g. vs. 23). 

3.  If Christ is not risen, our faith is vain. He IS risen, and our faith is fruitful, or result-ful (vs. 

17). What then is faith? An activity, a non-activity or what? 

 

LESSON 48 

 

BECOME SOBER 

I Cor. 15:23-34 

 

In choosing this caption I attempt to express that we should keep seeing the trees but also 

the forest. I mean, we must not lose ourselves in details in this passage and miss Paul’s argument 

against the anti-resurrectionists. What are the conclusions if Christ is not risen? We came upon 

five of them in the previous Outline. But, says Paul, after he gave those five, Christ IS risen. 

Then Paul broadens out on the power of the Conquering Christ (23-28). But in vs 29-33 Paul is 

back again destroying the philosophy of the heretics. And ends this pericope with the summons: 

wake up, sober up, shame on you. Let this be enough. 

 

The All-conquering Christ, Vss. 23-28.  

When will this resurrection be? Some heretics were saying that it had been already (II 

Tim. 2:18). No. the resurrection lies ahead of us. But there is order in the affairs of Christ’s 

Kingdom (vs. 23). First Christ arose, then, when Christ comes back, we shall arise. It marks the 

end of this dispensation (vs. 24). Vs. 24-28 are best explained in the light of the Commentary we 

have in the Catechism, Lord’s Days 19 and especially 48. As sitting at God’s Right Hand, the 

exalted Christ is King. As God’s covenant Servant (Isa. 53:12) He delivers— up the Kingdom to 

God by reducing the powers-that-be, to prisoners. He strips the enemy (the devil, antichristian 

world and all who devise wicked counsels against Christ’s Word) he strips them of their power 

and puts His heel on their necks. This is a process. Ps. 8 and Ps. 110 have prophesied of these 

things, and Rev. 19:11-16 see it fulfilled. We are today living in the process indicated by the 

Catechism when the Kingdom is reaching its “full perfection”. Vs. 25, 28 place the enemies 

under Christ’s footstool. Then Christ has brought the Church to the Day of Victory. God, in 

Christ is become King of kings and Lord of lords. The battlefields is cleared the divinely 

ordained conflict of Gen. 3:15 is consummated. 

 Vs. 26. Behind all the enemies, forever pushing them on against us, is the power called 

death. He is with us until the end, for the saints are dying one by one. Death has been conquered 

at Jesus’ resurrection, but not formally dispatched. That will come at Jesus’ return. Then, after all 

this history is accomplished, God, in Christ, will bring about the resurrection of our bodies. 

There will be ore resurrection. That explains the “order” of vs. 23. 

In vs. 29 Paul returns to annihilate the error of the anti-resurrectionists. If there is no 

resurrection, what shall they do who are (being) baptized for the dead? (vs. 29). I do not know 

what this means. I offer the opinion that vs. 29 ought to be explained in the light of vs. 30. In 



Corinth particularly baptism marked them off as Christians, and thereby marked them off as 

targets of persecution. Their baptism pointed the martyrs to the hope of life after death. But, if 

Christ is not raised, what a predicament. They faced martyrdom for baptism gave nothing “for 

the dead”. Why expose ourselves to dangers (of Christ’s enemies) every hour, if Christ Himself 

capitulated to the enemy i.e. is not raised, is still dead? I die daily, says Paul (vs. 31) as in 

Romans 8:36. I do it rejoicing in the doctrine which I taught you. 

And, ye Corinthians, I fought with beasts at Ephesus (vs 32). I tend to explain this 

literally. But I realize Nero is called a lion in II Tim. 4:17 and the wicked men in Ephesus could 

by that same token be called “beasts”. In either case, Paul was threatened with death. If there is 

no resurrection men might say: let us live voluptuously, the present we have, the future is 

insecure. Awake, says Paul sober up in a righteous way. Shame on you that I have to go to such 

lengths to prove a fundamental of our faith. Let it be enough. And they that have the Spirit of 

Christ will say: it is enough, we have erred, we shall obey the Word of the Lord. 

 

Questions for Discussion 

1. Our present Outline is drawn against the back ground of persecution. That easily becomes an 

abstraction to us in our modern day. Discuss the reality of persecution today. 

2. Discuss the danger, especially co youth today (in the Service and at home) of living out of 

the philosophy of “let us eat and drink, for tomorrow we die”. That is a way of life and it is 

diametrically opposed to the Faith-life. 

3. How do you avoid Dualism in vs. 25? If you avoid that, how do you avoid abstraction? 

4. “God may be all in all” vs. 28. What does that mean? 

 

Originally Published in: 

Vol 13 No 4 January 1953  

 


