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“The Tentmaker” is a novel based on the life of St. Paul. Or rather a novel of St. Paul up 

until the time that Paul becomes a missionary for the church of the New Dispensation. 

The Author begins his story in the late childhood and early manhood of Saul who is 

called Shaul in the novel. He is pictured as a sensitive, inquisitive lad whose burning ambition it 

is to become a Rabbi in the Jewish faith. As a young man he incurs the wrath of his father 

Hanan, because he is more concerned with spiritual things than those earthly things which have 

made his father rich. Shaul is constantly sitting at the feet of Rabbi Manasse learning of the 

Promised Land of Canaan, the land of his forefathers. As Shaul becomes older this zeal for 

Canaan causes him to break with his fathers house and journey to Canaan and Jerusalem. 

Once in Jerusalem Shaul studies at the feet of the Scribes and the Rabbis in the Temple. 

However the continual bickering and controversy amongst the Jews soon causes him to realize 

the Canaan of his dreams is not the reality. Finally in Jerusalem also, his soul finds no peace and 

he seeks release from his despair by seeking to be baptized by John the Baptist in the Jordan 

River. However by the time he gets to the Jordan, John is killed by Herod, and Shaul seeks 

solace amongst the Essenes, a group which does not believe in sacrificing. It is while Shaul is 

with the Essenes that he hears of the crucifixion. His soul is tormented and he returns to 

Jerusalem. 

Eventually after his return to Jerusalem Shaul finds it to be his calling to persecute the 

followers of Jesus and instigates the stoning of Stephen. Soon after this Shaul goes to Damascus 

and What happens there and enroute to the city, follows as we also know the history of that 

occasion. One glaring fallacy in this part of the novel is that the Author has Shaul talking to the 

Spirit of Stephen during the night previous to his enlightening. 

These are many indications of an over active imagination on the part of the Author. 

Scripture does not reveal to us the exact nature of Paul’s early manhood. The reports concerning 

St. Paul as a young man are sparse and full of gaps. They are sufficient, nevertheless, to allow 

the apostle to appear as one of the liveliest figures of the New Testament. There are two ways of 

bringing the development of Paul’s character and of his view of life near to the reader of today: 

that of the historian (and theologian) and that of the artist. In this novel the Author has assumed 

the role of the novelist or dramatist, who like an artist is painting a new picture, and uses his art 

to convince the beholder of the liveliness and truthfulness of his. representation. Apparently the 

Author has spent a great deal of time and effort in attempting to capture the fundamental mood 

of the perish. The unrest and turmoil of Jerusalem at that time is vividly painted in words. 

In scouring away the varnish of traditional concept, Julius Berstl examines the 

remarkable personality of Paul from  three advantage points—as a theologian, historian and poet. 

Out of the Author’s own conception then emerges not only one of the most fascinating men in 

history, but also the three worlds in which he lived—the Jewish, Greek and Roman. 

It is a study which may prove to be most interesting to some and not so to others! As a 

novel it concerns itself too much with many of the philosophies and theories of the period. As a 

collection of historical facts it contains too many additions in religious portraiture. It certainly is 

not worth its price of $3.50. It would not be fair to say that the book is dangerous for our young 

people. Its erroneous conception of many events in the history of Israel are immediately evident 



and should be no stumbling block to anyone acquainted with the fundamentals of our Reformed 

Faith. 
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