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Every year when our national Thanksgiving Day draws near, I am reminded of those 

beautiful words of the poet: “Thy Spirit, O Lord, makes life to abound, The earth is renewed, and 

fruitful the ground; To God ascribe glory and wisdom and might, Let God in His creatures 

forever delight.” 

That is the case also again this year for wherever we look, everywhere we see an 

abundant harvest. Though during the course of the year we often criticized the weather and 

worried and fretted and feared, yet we stand before barns filled with the finest of grain, our store 

houses are bursting with supplies, and our pantries and tables are laden with the choicest of 

foods. 

Truly, the Lord of heaven and earth was again mindful of His promise: “While the earth 

remaineth, seedtime and harvest, and cold and heat, and summer and winter, and day and night 

shall not cease.” He has crowned the year with His goodness. And we may indeed sing in truth: 

“He waters the hills with rain from the skies, And plentiful grass and herbs He supplies, 

Supplying the cattle, and blessing man’s toil, With bread in abundance, with wine and with oil.” 

Therefore it is but proper, now as the season has drawn to a close and another 

Thanksgiving Day draws near, that we humbly bow before our faithful God and that we thank 

and praise Him for His tender care and keeping. And therefore especially at this juncture on 

life’s pathway the Word of God comes to us: “In everything give thanks, for this is the will of 

God concerning you.” 

And yet, friends, it is especially at this time of the year and at this occasion that I always 

feel that the calling of the Christian is one which is difficult, in fact, that it is one which is 

impossible for the flesh. For, first of all, there is so much for which we must be thankful, for 

notice, the will of God concerning us is that we give thanks in everything. 

And that certainly implies first of all, that we thank Him for our corn, wine and oil, and 

all the things He gives us with a view to the body. For all these things are gifts from the hand of 

God, and as long as we dwell in this tabernacle we have need of these things for our temporal 

existence. Therefore every day we ask for our daily bread and on Prayer Day we pray for God’s 

blessing upon the labor of our hands. However, even though we need them, we do not deserve as 

much as a cup of cold water oil a dry crust of bread. Hence, when God supplies us with rain and 

sunshine, food and drink, clothing and shelter, it behooves us to acknowledge Him for all these 

gifts and also with these things to end in Him. 

But that makes our task on Thanksgiving Day so difficult, for when it comes to these 

material things, God gives us so much and we live in a land of plenty. Shortly after the war a few 

years ago, a woman wrote from the Netherlands, “During the occupation we prayed for a pair of 

stockings and gave thanks for a spool of thread.” In such times one learns to appreciate and to 

value very highly even the small things in life. However, when we live in abundance and bathe 

in luxury as most of us do today, the opposite is the case. Then the danger is that we become 

accustomed to things and take everything for granted, and it is difficult to appreciate what we 

have. And yet so it must be. We must count our blessings, and name them one by one—also 

these blessings, many though they be, for that is the will of God concerning us. What a 

tremendous task! 

But even so we have not said enough, for we have not only a body but also a soul, and we 



have been created not only for time but also for eternity. Therefore we cannot live by earthly 

bread alone, for we have not only physical needs but also spiritual needs, and needs not only 

with a view to this life, but also with a view to the life eternal. And these spiritual needs are far 

more important than our physical needs, for Jesus Himself once said: “What is a man profited, 

even though he gain the whole world and lose his soul?” 

But also in this respect in the bygone season our heavenly Father has made a wonderful 

provision. Looking back, we must confess that in the season which is now coming to a close He 

has again supplied us with all the spiritual blessings of His salvation. In fact, when we think of 

His Christ, His Church and kingdom, His Word and truth, His fellowship and communion, His 

guidance and direction, His presence and nearness, and when we consider the foretaste of the 

forgiveness of sins, of the communion of saints and of the life everlasting which is ours even 

today, then we must confess that His blessings are so great and so many that we cannot number 

them, and we must needs exclaim with the Psalmist: “Bless the Lord, O my soul” and “What 

shall I render to the Lord for all His benefits.” And yet, number them we must, also these 

blessings, and be thankful for them, for that is His will concerning us. 

But even here we cannot stop and thus we have not fully accomplished our task, for all 

God’s work is perfect and is done in love to those that fear Him. Not only when the way is 

smooth and easy, but also when it becomes difficult and rough, God is good and kind to His 

people. Not only in prosperity, but also in adversity, He seeks the eternal wellbeing of His own, 

and both through bitter and sweet He leads them on to eternal glory. Hence, all God’s ways with 

His people and all His gifts to them are blessings, even though many of them are blessings in 

disguise. The Word of God, therefore, admonishes us to give thanks in everything and for all 

things, which means that on Thanksgiving Day there must be no sorting and sifting, no giving of 

thanks for this and not for that, but instead we must thank Him for everything He has sent us for 

our entire way, regardless whether it was sweet or bitter. 

And that we must be thankful for all these things means more than to express to God a 

mere word of thanks. Nor does it consist in merely bringing God a gift, while our heart is still far 

from Him, for God is a Spirit and they that worship Him must worship Him in spirit and in truth. 

Hence, if our thanksgiving is to be genuine it must be a matter of the heart, and it must reveal 

itself not only in our words but also in our deeds. Real gratitude therefore really consists in this, 

that in all things we see the hand of God, that we are fully content in His way with us, and that 

with all things we end in Him. It means that we do not grouch or grumble, do not boast or brag 

concerning our own ingenuity, but that with all things we cast ourselves at His feet and exclaim: 

“All is of Thee and through Thee and must therefore also be unto Thee.” That, and that alone, is 

true thanksgiving. And that is the gratitude which God demands of us. 

Since that is the case, I think you realize how extremely difficult it is to really celebrate 

Thanksgiving Day as we ought. It is so difficult, that it is altogether impossible for the world. 

Though they must, yet they cannot. But even for the Christian it is not easy. Especially not when 

we consider that we must give thanks in everything and for all things. In fact, also for him it is 

impossible for the flesh. 

But also here the impossible with man has been made possible by God, and the secret of 

our strength is in Christ. For through Him we have been reconciled with God, we have been 

made heirs of the world to come, and we know that all things work together for our good.  And 

by grace looking to Him, we too experience and confess that we can do all things through Christ 

who strengtheneth us, also when it comes to giving thanks. In fact, through Him it has been made 

possible to be patient in adversity, thankful in prosperity, and with a view to the future, with our 



minds and hearts to rest in God. 

Hence, on Thanksgiving Day, it will not be a question first of all of a nice turkey or an 

abundant harvest, nor even whether we are healthy or sick, but rather whether we can say with 

the Heidelberg Catechism: “This is my Comfort, I am not my own but belong to my faithful 

Saviour, Jesus Christ.” 

May we firmly stand in that assurance, for His Word stands: “Give thanks in everything, 

for that is the will of God concerning you!” 
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