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If the dignity of labor must be viewed in the way that the Reformers following Scripture, 

have indicated, then we will immediately understand that this noble function runs into many 

complications in this sinful world. 

We have seen that the dignity of labor lies in its purpose, in its worthy product, in its 

abiding fruitage. 

In this world of crooked and perverted relations and situations this principle is constantly 

trampled underfoot of course. 

It appears in the promise made by political leaders, “a job for every able bodied adult” or 

similar ideals. 

Now taken all by itself such a motto, such an ideal could mean, the goal at which we aim 

is the most efficient application to the task that God has laid upon us as a race, namely, to subdue 

the earth and its potentialities, to cultivate and enhance our existence and manifestation as 

servants and friends and covenant co-workers of our Creator and Redeemer in the glorification of 

His name. 

And to be sure if the motto would mean that then it would express a very beautiful 

thought to say “a job for every man”. 

But of course it is hardly more than an amusing oddity to mention such a principle even, 

and much more ridiculous still to suggest such an ideal. 

For the bitter fact is that such a motto actually toys with a purely selfish motive. 

It usually does not imply the inherent joy of being worthily, productively engaged, but 

simply the thought of getting something for the self. 

Whereas under the divine idea of labor and under a spiritual motivation the idea of “a job 

for all” would mean an opportunity to be productively engaged to be helpful, to be able to give 

of your gifts, your talents, your energies, to be able even, if need be, to toil, to undergo 

weariness, hardship, sacrifice for the welfare of our fellow men and for the service and glory of 

God, now in reality the sad meaning and implication is that it offers a chance to get a wage, a pay 

check, an accumulation of dollars. 

Now someone will resent this as being very idealistic, and will quite boldly counter with 

the cross assertion, “Give me the pay check, brother, and just let some other do-gooder strive for 

your dreamy ideal.” 

But the simple facts of life give his crass assertion the lie, and sustain the ideal. And these 

simple facts are the unconscious testimony of sinful men to the beauty of God’s ordinances. 

We may adduce a simple example from the family life. The classic illustration is the 

unstinting toil and care and sacrifice of a mother to help her ailing needy child on the way to 

health and welfare. It is the example of noble, self-sacrificing, long range, purposive, productive, 

beneficent toil. The element of remuneration and dollar gain is completely out of sight. 

On the other hand there is the instance that is so well known to many of us, namely, the 

W.P.A., the governments “Work Program Administration” of recent depression times. 

In two directions that instance illustrates the above indicated divide ordinance. 

The purpose of this program was to level down somewhat the wealth of the economy into 

the levels of the unemployed and needy. 

Then in the first place the purpose of the Work in the Program was to remove and avoid 



the demoralizing sense of the dole, the hand-out, and on this other hand, the demoralizing burden 

of the arrangement was the relative uselessness and non-productivity of the work. 

As far as the actual tangible gain and product was concerned it might have been better to 

spare the wear on wheel barrows, shovels and shoe-leather, and to simply have delivered the dole 

to the man in his easy chair. 

Thus the point of the divine ordinance is clearly sustained by the testimony of that 

famous work program—both by the attempt to create a feeling of being productively engaged, 

and by the demoralizing consciousness that the employment was not productive—the point 

namely that the divine purpose of labor lies in its productivity, its accomplishments, its 

beneficence. 

Now it is the forgetting, the trampling under foot of this divine principle that aggravates 

the woes of our time. And it is also the calling of the Christian to see and live by this principle. 

One of the most glaring examples of forgetting this principle appears in a wartime 

prosperity so called. 

In a high spiritual sense a war can of course be thought of as the implementation of good 

righteous government and in so far we could think of cooperation in a war effort as rewarding 

occupation. That high ideal is abstractly conceivable of course. 

But in actual fact a war effort is little more than a production only to see its products 

destroyed in complete fruitlessness. 

The prosperity of war-time is a false prosperity. There is nothing left to show for all the 

effort and industry put forth. All its product goes into the holocaust of war or into the dump of 

decay. 

And yet the general feeling easily rules us that the great exchange of dollars involved in 

this fruitless wartime round of activity means prosperity, welfare, progress, good times. 

It is the false illusion that the purpose of labor is to bring us money, dollars, regardless of 

its production, beneficent value. 

It is the self-deception of a false prosperity. 

We could illustrate this self-deception by an imaginary family. 

They have one communal purse, these parents with their children, and after a period of 

poverty and need a cyclone strikes the home and by a miracle a prosperity begins to appear. The 

father pays mother for clearing the wreckage, the mother pays father for repairing the structure, 

and both parents from their feeling of financial progress pay the boys a stimulating wage to bring 

in wood from the wood-lot and to rustle up vegetables and fruits from the garden and orchard. 

The girls are paid to stimulate sewing and knitting for the family. 

We would say: happy days have come at last! Prosperity has entered. 

And, marvelous to say, it was by the tragedy of a cyclone! 

But it is a self-deception, it is a false prosperity. 

That which could not be set agoing by a sense of duty of communal obligation of gratitude, 

of helpfulness was finally is stimulated by the circulation of jingling money. 

The machinery of prosperity seems spinning again, but only as long as the money jingles, 

and as long as no hitch occurs anywhere along the line or in the cycle. 

But the sense of joy in duty, of affectation, of well doing and helpfulness fast disappears 

in this household. 

There is nothing to span the inevitable lapses in the giddy round of selfish self-deception. 

Woe to the family whose lot hangs on such a motive—the feel of money. 

It is a simple illustration. But it points the direction in which God has ordained that we 



shall live our lives also in this mad world of labor-problems. 
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