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In our days of painful labor problems the question easily begins to play in our minds, 

what is the meaning and purpose of all the labor and struggle of man in what we call the world of 

labor and industry? 

It is in these days that the Executive Department has seized the steel mills to assure the 

continued production of the vital products, and that the Federal District Judge has written his 

opinion which reads that the seizure was unconstitutional. This ruling, followed by an order to 

return the seized mills, will again throw the wage negotiations on the table between the private 

operators and the employees, with the result that practically all the members of the CIO steel 

workers walk out immediately. 

In practically the same news reports we are told of a walkout in the oil industry that will 

cut off about one-half of the nation’s refined oil. 

These are just samples to indicate the ominous nature and extent of such work stoppages 

and we give them merely for that purpose and without further comment. By the time these 

remarks appear in print they may almost be forgotten. 

When we try to give an evaluation of these things there will be various reactions that will 

immediately occur to us. 

Someone may propose that it is merely a case of political jockeying with a view to the 

coming election and has nothing to do with profits and wages in the industry itself. 

Another may propose that it is a natural attempt of labor to get a concession and 

adjustment, long overdue, and it is using the war-crisis and the political hour of decision to 

advantage. Or that it is merely labor’s insatiable lust for power, or for wage increase for less 

work. 

On the other hand it may be suggested that it is capital’s gluttony, capital’s power-lust for 

building great empires of industry over which to have undisputed influence and lordship, or lust 

for ever more millions to be pressed from the bodies and souls of human raw material. 

Or it may be suggested that it is capital keeping a long-range lookout for necessary 

investments to bridge the inevitable slumps, depressions, conversion gaps, tax-burdens, etc. 

We all know the arguments and the phrases more or less. But also here we can apply the 

observation of the wit, Mark Twain I believe, namely it is like the weather: “everybody is talking 

about it but nobody is doing anything about it.” 

And yet this is not quite correct. For although we cannot change the weather, we do all 

take account of it and we do all adjust ourselves to it. It surely does not leave us indifferent. 

So it is with the question of labor.  

Now in the first place we must of course make a correction in the impression that arises 

from the words: Capital and Labor. In the abstract, and without thinking of the concrete meaning 

of the words, we would be inclined to say that the first stands for the small minority of people 

“who have all the money”; the second stands for the great majority, the “people who do the 

work”, for wages. 

It is evident that such a classification breaks down immediately, when we try to use it. 

Undeniably there is a small minority that holds great capitol, but from there down the scale there 

are all sizes of capital-holders down to the simple man who is publicly regarded as only a “daily 

worker”. And on the other hand there are “people who do the work” in endless degrees of wealth 



and financial power, besides what we would consider the laboring man. 

And that which in the abstract we easily call the “class-struggle” between capital and 

labor, in concrete reality often develops into a struggle of the man on the lower rung against the 

next higher or visa-versa, and so all the way up (or down) the ladder. 

In general thus we can view it as man’s concern for his place in the productive process, 

and his share in the product. 

But when we come to circumscribe the extent and scope of this productive process we 

soon discover that it includes everything that is considered of value and that is made available by 

our expended effort. 

Throughout the ages the economic theories have tried to give an analysis of all the 

principles involved in this entire process. The old Greek philosophers in their theory of the state; 

the Christian teachers of the church as Aquinas, Luther, Calvin; the various 

economist schools: the mercantile, the classical, the socialist, all tried to give some account of 

the purpose, the value, the incentive, the dignity—with respect to labor. 

We quote here a recent author on economics, “One thing seems clear. We  

know very little about the motivating forces which compel men to work. Although the concept of 

an economic man whose chief aim in life is to acquire the greatest amount of wealth with the 

least possible effort seems woefully narrow and inadequate, we have no other concept which 

permits an analytical approach to economic activity.” 

This certainly looks like a case of groping in the dark. And it strongly suggests that 

within the circle of human life there is no answer for these questions. 

And it also teaches us that for an answer we shall have to go to the Bible. There alone we 

can find the goal, the purpose, the value, the valid incentives, the norms for life, also for the 

labor of man in his complex life and environment. 

We may believe that this Biblical teaching is of such a nature that it also enlightens the 

children of God as he lives- amid all the tension and strife of the modern labor problem. 

To some of these teachings we shall give attention in following numbers, the Lord 

willing. 
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