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(The following contribution was not written by the regular editor of this 

department. It was written by one of the members of the Oak Lawn Young 

People’s  Society and whereas your editor considers its content very thought 

provoking as well as stimulating unto better Christian Living, he is publishing it 

here for the benefit of all our young people.) 

 

In Ecclesiastes 12:1 we read: Remember now thy Creator in the days of thy youth while 

the evil days come not nor the years draw nigh when thou shalt say, I have no pleasure in them”. 

It is because we are all young people here that I write this. Remembering our Creator in the days 

of our youth and what this implies is a vitally important thing to each one of us. I believe we 

realize that to a certain extent, but at times I am fearful that we as young people of God’s church 

here on earth do not heed that admonition with enough seriousness and sincerity. We live in a 

modern, complex society whose standard of living and whose pace of living is geared to keep up 

with the demanding requisitions of a turbulent and unsettled world. We have so little time. We 

are busy every working moment and while we sleep other phases of our economic structure 

demand that others work. It has always been a characteristic of the young to be short of time. 

This is because during our youth we are more apt than at any other time of our life to be busy 

satisfying the craving and the yearning of youth for the things that we find enjoyable for the 

flesh. In Ecclesiastes 11:9 we read: “Rejoice, oh young man in thy youth; and let thy heart cheer 

thee in the days of thy youth and walk in the ways of thine heart, and in the sight of thy eyes; but 

know thou that for all these things God will bring thee into Judgment.” Always and again 

Scripture holds before us the days of our youth as something which we will have to account for. 

It is the natural tendency of man when he is young to shrug his shoulders and say of 

things spiritual and concerning God’s kingdom that they shall occupy his time more fully when 

he reaches a fuller understanding of those things in the later periods of his life. At present he has 

no time for them. He is too busy rejoicing in the days of his youth. But what does Scripture say? 

We read that we must remember our Creator in our youth. And why particularly in our youth? 

Because after youth comes the time when the years draw nigh when thou shalt say I have no 

pleasure in them. If you say you will busy yourself later with these things you lie because if they 

have no demand on your youthful time they will also make no demands on your adult time. It is 

so easy for us to say, ‘Well, don’t I go to church? Don’t I attend Young People’s Society? Don’t 

I go to catechism? And when any of these activities make demands upon our time don’t I fulfill 

them and don’t I meet the obligations of membership these various organizations put upon me?’ 

It is so easy to say, ‘Well, I did my share’. How wrong we can be. We never do our share. How 

often when we come to Young People’s Society have we studied the lesson? How often have we 

prepared ourselves to thoroughly follow through with the demands of Society life in the 

Societies’ activities and program? How often do we prepare ourselves for the Sabbath day? We, 

by nature, are prone to take God’s day literally as a day of rest preparatory to the labors of the 

following week. Actually the opposite should be true. Sunday is not a day to serve the rest of the 

week but rather the rest of the week must serve the Lord’s Day. So much could be said of this 

that time nor space permits me to speak of it. Now in all our walk and way of life we so often 



lose sight of the fact that we are not first of all accountable to man but accountable to God. God 

speaks and we must obey. It has been said that to be a useful citizen in our present day system of 

society we need education; absolute need for primary education; absolute minimum: high school 

education and preferably college instruction. Higher learning is imperative. And this is the theory 

expounded by many of our own people. Man has geared his way of living and his economic 

well-being on such a level as to be well-nigh unattainable unless he has degrees in all the fields 

of learning. The tragedy of it all is that man in his quest for learning and well-being has forgotten 

his Creator. Why do we go to grade school, high school, colleges, universities? It has been said if 

you want a good job or if you want to get ahead in this world you need that education. But I say 

if you use your learning for anything but to praise and glorify God it would be better for you if 

you were illiterate. The more learning you have the greater your talent and woe unto you if you 

do not use those talents aright. The days of our youth are our days of learning but let us bear in 

mind that that learning also must seek its expression in praise unto God. All the things we do and 

wherever we seek knowledge must be to the working out of our salvation because it is only by 

the grace of God that we have access to learning. 

The time of youth is the time of singing. The sheer exuberance of youth finds its 

expression in song. Perhaps by our singing we reveal more accurately than by any other criterion 

what the days of our youth mean to us. Do we sing the songs of Zion? Do we sing in church? Do 

we sing in Society? Do we sing in Choir? Do we find refuge in the time-worn excuse, “I can’t 

sing or I don’t have time”? Often we find it easy to sing the songs the world sings. We hear them 

on the radio and others sing them at work and then we find that we can sing them too. And pretty 

soon we can sing the songs of the world just as well as the world can. We know them by heart 

but we still need a Psalter and an organ or piano for accompaniment when we sing the songs of 

Zion. Man by nature is so perverse that he can and will do anything that will glorify the flesh but 

what a struggle to do the things God requires of us. We as Protestant Reformed Young People 

are entrusted with the most priceless heritage that God has ever given to his church here on earth. 

We have the purest manifestation of His Word and it is our calling that we busy ourselves with 

the study of that manifestation in the days of our youth in everything that, we do because if in 

our youth we have, no time for it, we never shall. 
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