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It is interesting to observe bow in conversation or writing many words are misused or 

abused in such a way that two of them which have an entirely different meaning are made to 

mean the same thing. This is especially true of the two words that we have chosen as a title to 

our present writing. We are, however, not so much concerned at present with the misuse of these 

two words in general as we are in their specific application to the church in the world and the 

Christian Living of believers. Often the faithfulness of the church or the believer is measured by 

the achievement of worldly success and this is not only a “mistake” but it is very deceptive. The 

“faithful church” (or believer) may not be at all successful in the world while the "successful 

church" (or believer) is frequently very unfaithful. 

We were reminded of this when recently we read an article in a well known magazine 

under the caption, "What Makes This Church Successful?" The author of this article points to 

several factors which in his opinion makes the First Presbyterian Church of Hollywood, 

California “more than a successful church”. If our Youth gauge the success of their church by the 

same standards they must thoroughly revise the practices and teachings of our Protestant 

Reformed Churches because by these measurements we are a far cry from “success”. I trust 

though that we have learned to measure by much better standards and that to us all “faithfulness” 

is a richer virtue than “success”. In fact, it goes without saying that the faithful are always 

successful and that any achievement, however great it may be, is really no success at all if it is 

unfaithfully attained. A business man who by fraud and withholding of just wages succeeds in 

amassing a million dollars is by no means truly “successful”. On the other hand the business man 

that succeeds in honestly maintaining himself and his family with a little left for charity is indeed 

a “success”. By the same standard do we correctly gauge the Church if we are to arrive at a right 

understanding of her virtues . . . “Successful” or “Faithful”! 

One of the first factors mentioned of the church referred to above is the fact that “she has 

an amazing hold on the lives of six thousands members”. Now this by itself is neither a sign of 

success or faithfulness though in the eyes of the world it is usually considered the former. The 

first question that is generally asked of the church is, "How many families are there?" That, 

however, is not the important thing. The few names in Sardis (Rev. 3:4) and the little strength in 

Philadelphia (Rev. 3:8) are more successful and have greater faithfulness than these six 

thousand. Let us never evaluate the church by its numerical size. God does not do that and we 

should not either. 

More important is the question, “What kind of families are there in the church?” In 

Presbyterian, Hollywood we find, “purchasing agents of airplane companies, sales managers, 

floor walkers university students, city firemen, army pilots and pretty young movie actresses. 

The church is not rich in money—it has few outstandingly wealthy members, though there are 

some high-salaried movie stars.” Here we see a positive mark of unfaithfulness for “she has 

those who hold the doctrine of the Nicolaitanes which the Lord hates (Rev. 2:15) and she suffers 

that woman Jezebel, which calls herself a prophetess, to teach and to seduce my servants to 

commit fornication . . . which the Lord holds against her.” (Rev. 2:20). 

Another factor: “They have some brand new ideas in ministering . . . and the programs 

are built to the interests of the kids and not to any theory.” That is quite revealing. In the ministry 

they do not build upon the foundation laid by the apostles (I Cor. 3:9ff.) but have something 

"brand new" whatever that may be. Perhaps it’s something sensational which our modern sensual 



world likes. In the government of the church, the “kids” rule in the place of the elders who are 

wax noses catering to the whims and wishes of the “hoi polloi”. And they call all that success but 

God says: “Repent, or else I will come unto thee quickly . . . and will kill your children with 

death and all the churches shall know that I am He which searcheth the reins and hearts; and I 

will give unto every one of you according to your works.” (Rev. 2:16, 23). 

The marks of the church that is “successful” in the eyes of the world are: “abundant 

community work, social and recreational activities, sports and pleasures, coffee and cake, etc.” 

And the more of all of these, the greater the attraction and the more people and the bigger the 

“success”. 

What a far cry from that which we know to be the “successful church”. As our Reformed 

fathers put it, the church is successful that “FAITHFULLY MINISTERS THE PURE WORD OF 

GOD; THAT FAITHFULLY ADMINISTERS THE HOLY SACRAMENTS AS CHRIST 

INSTITUTED THEM; AND THAT EXERCISES CHRISTIAN DISCIPLINE BY THE 

PROPER USE OF THE KEYS OF THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN” Modernism brands the 

church a success that “gets the masses in” but the Reformers consider that church a success, that 

with Christian discipline which is the Word of God “can keep them out” Here are some earmarks 

of success in the church which are taken from God's Word itself: 

"I know thy works, labor, patience and how thou canst not bear with them that are evil . . 

. I know thy tribulation and poverty (but thou art rich) . . . Thou holdest fast my name and hast 

not denied my faith . . . Thou hast a few which have not defiled their garments.” 

The church that practices these things is FAITHFUL. Faithfulness is the forerunner of 

SUCCESS. As a closing observation it may be well to remember that our individual Christian 

Living is influenced much by the faithfulness and success of the Church. We cannot be 

FAITHFUL in an UNFAITHFUL Church; and we cannot live SUCCESSFUL Christian Living 

in an UNSUCCESSFUL Church. Thus we are confronted with the duty to strive always to make 

the church in which we are members faithful unto the standards of God's Word for then she will 

be successful, not according to world's standards, but according to God's Judgment. 

Hold fast what thou hast! 

Let the world say you are unsuccessful and care not as long as God says you are faithful. 

The future success of our Protestant Reformed Youth lies in our faithfulness today. 
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