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Recently I received a request from the clerk of the Beacon Lights staff that the Book 

Review for the month of March be a book that would be in keeping with an issue devoted to 

missionary work. While I found it practically impossible to find a book devoted exclusively to 

the idea of missionary work, I do believe that “The Road to Bithynia” is basically a novel with 

that type of a theme. “The Road to Bithynia” concerns itself to a great extend with the missionary 

journeys of Paul throughout Asia. Possibly the book may be classed as fictional biography. 

The story begins with Luke and a Roman centurion, Silvanus in Jerusalem at the time, of 

the stoning of Stephen. Luke at the time is a young man of about 18 who is about to enter 

medical school. Luke witnesses the stoning of Stephen and because he already has had some 

medical training he is called upon to pronounce Stephen dead. When he approaches the dying 

martyr, Stephen's last words are a charge to Luke to preserve the scroll which Stephen has in his 

tunic. Luke does this and finds himself in possession of the only recording of the teachings of 

Jesus. Luke shows the scroll to Peter and brings it to the church in Damascus. Soon after Luke is 

on the way to Damascus with a company of Roman soldiers when they come upon Saul right 

after God has blinded him. They take Saul to Damascus and deliver him to the house of Judas 

where Luke also turns over the scroll. Luke becomes acquainted with Ananias and his daughter 

Mariamne and develops a mild case of puppy love. Soon after Luke is instrumental in the escape 

of Paul from Damascus by way of going over the wall. The story then picks up the history of 

Luke after he has concluded five years of medical studies at the charlaton Temple of Asklepios 

in Pergamerm. As soon as he finishes his training he receives a letter from his old army friend, 

the centurion Silvanus, asking him to accompany the Roman legion in their warfare against the 

rebellious Paphlaganians. This Luke does and is instrumental in the welfare of the Roman army 

because of aid as physician. His foster brother Apollonius is critically wounded in the battle and 

Luke brings him to Tarsus to the house of Ananias who now lives in that City. Ananias gathers 

Paul and Barnabas together and they all get together and pray for the recovery of Apollonius. 

Apollonius becomes well and he and Mariamne fall in love and are married. 

It is during the recovery of his brother that Luke becomes really interested in the 

teachings of Paul and Barnabas and decides to accompany them to Jerusalem. Again in 

Jerusalem, Luke meets a young convert of Paul’s and falls in love with her. When he finds that 

she also loves him, they promise to marry each other and in so doing incur the displeasure of 

Paul who not only does not approve of marriage for one who has devoted his life to Christ but 

who also loves the beautiful Thecla. While in Jerusalem Luke and Thecla come in contact with 

the licentious and treacherous Herod, king of the Jews. As soon as Herod sees Thecla he must 

have her for his own and when she spurns him he makes plans to have her thrown to the lions 

because of her faith in Jesus. Luke rescues her at the last minute and takes her with him to An-

tioch. 

In Antioch Luke is very busy assisting Paul in whatever way he can and also practicing as 

a physician. As a doctor and companion to Paul, he travels thru the major political cities of the 

biblical world. During one of their trips together, he and Paul have a dispute and Luke leaves 

Paul and returns to Thecla to whom he has been married. 



Throughout all his travels Luke longs for the time when he may go to Bithynia, a land 

that Silvanus describes as a place on earth where man remains forever young. However, finally 

Luke conies to the decision that while in reality there is no such place, he learns that the people 

of Bithynia are forever happy, or so it seems, and those who are contented are always young. 

Until the very end of the story this dream and longing for (Bithynia remains with Luke altho he 

more than once expresses the opinion that the peace of a Bithynia is essentially the peace of heart 

and mind which is the heritage of those who are the followers of Jesus of Nazareth. 

Set against a brilliant panorama of the middle East in the years immediately following the 

Crucifixion, the story of Luke, biblical physician and chronicler of the life of Christ, forms a 

novel of human emotion interwoven with what some would call a deep religious feeling. “The 

Road to Bithynia” could possibly be called a fictional biography. It may be classed as a realistic 

adventure story, or a romantic history of the biblical age. While the author does concern himself 

to a great extent with personalities and historical events of the biblical age, he does not stick too 

closely to the interpretation of Christ’s teachings as they are revealed to us in the Scriptures. 

Paul is presented as a literal believer in Christ’s second coming, but in the sense that he 

believes in an earthly reign in conjunction with the second coming. Luke is pictured as one who 

believes the teachings of Christ are an extremely well-developed philosophy showing the world a 

better way of life. Luke also is not accounted as an apostle or disciple of Christ because he has 

not seen or heard Christ himself in His sojourn on earth. This error is readily apparent to anyone 

who has the slightest knowledge concerning Christ in His work on earth. Students of the New 

Testament will readily recognize that portions of this novel are dramatizations from The Acts as 

well as from the epistles of Paul. With the exception of actual historical personages identified as 

such, the characters are entirely the product, of the author's imagination. 

While there are many errors in the book, especially in the presentation of Luke and the 

understanding of the doctrine of Christ by the apostles, I do believe the book to be very worth- 

while. Its erroneous conceptions are readily apparent, and need not be feared as a sly and 

cunning attempt to discredit the work in the early church. The book is exceedingly well written 

and moves at a pace that excites an active interest in the reader. I found the story especially 

interesting, and while its interpretation of Scripture is certainly not Protestant Reformed, I would 

desire that all of our current fictional and so-called religious novels were as stimulating as this 

one. Someday I hope to read it again. 
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