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“On the next day much people that were come to the feast when they heard that Jesus was 

coming to Jerusalem, took branches of palm trees, and went forth to meet Him, and cried, 

Hosanna: Blessed is the King of Israel that cometh in the name of the Lord.” 

John 12:12, 13 

Palm branches have become a symbol throughout Christendom of Christ’s “Royal Entry” 

into Jerusalem How erroneous was the Jewish conception of Christ’s mission up on the earth—to 

establish a kingdom here below! However, the death and resurrection of the King soon altered 

their view, and palm branches as the token of peace and victory no longer had significance for 

many. 

The Greeks and Romans considered the palm tree to be peculiar to the region of 

Palestine; in fact, when Jerusalem was conquered by the Romans, the conquerors issued a new 

coin to celebrate this event. They symbolized Jerusalem as a disconsolate woman resting under a 

date palm. 

Many references are there in Scripture to the palm tree; but this generally has reference to 

the date palm. It is characterized by a central trunk, which terminates in a whorl of large feathery 

leaves. They are an unusually sturdy tree, attaining a height of 60-80 feet, and it is not 

uncommon for them to live for two centuries. 

Extremely important was this tree to the Israelites. It provided them with food, and was 

used for shelter and clothing. The large leaves furnished material for roofs and walls, for baskets 

and mats. Its ornamental value is evident from the fact that Solomon incorporated it into various 

carvings of the temple. 

There are approximately a thousand species of palm trees, of which only a few are 

branched or creeping. They produce either of two types of leaves—fan shaped or feather shaped. 

These are produced in a rosette formation at the apex of the trunk. Can you visualize a fifteen 

foot fan-shaped leaf or a feather leaf forty feet long? The flowers are shaped like a spathe similar 

to a “Jack-in-the-pulpit” or a "Calla lily.” The fruit consists of a cluster of berries or nuts which 

range in size from a pea to that of a melon (double coconut). 

The trunks of the royal palm resemble ornate columns of concrete, while the trunks of the 

old fan palms similate the base of a vase shaped lamp. 

We can scarcely conceive of the existence of certain peoples without the presence of the 

palm; for example: the Arabs and the date palm, the natives of southern India and the palmyra 

palm, also the Pacific islanders and the coconut palm. 

The value of the palm tree to mankind should never be underestimated. It ranks next to 

grasses (including grains) in economic importance and is considered to have a thousand or more 

uses. The timber and leaves are used for building materials. The long durable fibers are woven 

into cloth, mats, wicker furniture, baskets, and rugs. 

The oil of the palm is useful for food (margarine, salad oil, cooking fats), for illumination 

(candles), lubrication, wine, and fuels. The seeds may be made into buttons, or be ground into 

camel’s food, and some, as in the case of the date and the coconut, are edible. Some species 

produce spines which serve the natives as needles, fishhooks, and arrow tips. 

A few other articles could be mentioned which are derived from this majestic plant: rope, 

twine, ship sails, rugs, screens, bedding, honey, hammocks, resin, brushes, brooms. Wax 



obtained from leaves of the carnauba palm found in Brazil is used in shoe polish, floor polish, 

and phonograph records. 

Sago is a food starch similar to tapioca and is obtained from the pith of the sago palm. 

Thus, perhaps, more than is realized, we use, palm tree products also in our lives. 

Once again our attention is called to the wonderful interrelation between man and the 

plant kingdom, as God had providentially ordained since time began. 
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