
Television 
Schuiler 

 

A question that is often asked in our day is whether or not we should have Television in 

our homes. This question is asked from various points of view, not only by those who fear God, 

and seek to keep themselves unspotted from the world, but it is also asked by unbelievers who 

are not at all concerned about the glory of God. Even the unbeliever fears the effect which Tele-

vision has upon the family, especially upon the children. They realize that it is dangerous, both 

psychologically and mentally to expose a child to the horrors of mystery and murder dramas 

which are shown on Television programs. Also Educators fear the evil effects of Television upon 

school children, who neglect their studies, and lose their necessary sleep because of their intense 

interest in Television shows. 

And well may, even the unbelieving and ungodly parents, be concerned about the moral 

influence which Television has upon the child, and upon the teen-agers. Time and again we read 

in the newspapers of crimes which are committed by youth, which can be ascribed to the evil and 

influence of Television upon their impressionable minds. During the past few weeks we have 

read such news items as “Fifteen year old son shoots and kills father, because he ordered his 

children to turn off a sensational Television program.” “Teen age baby-sitter strangles six year 

girl in her sleep, after having watched a murder story on Television”, “Seven year old shoots 

mother while watching a Wild West Serial.” Is it any wonder that even worldly parents are 

anxiously concerned about the influence which Television has upon their children? And what is 

true for the children, is equally true for the adults. One cannot be exposed to the repeated scenes 

of murder, sex, drunkenness, and immorality without searing one’s soul. 

I am well aware that the Television as such is not sinful, and that there are some 

worthwhile broadcasts which are both constructive and educational, but these constitute but a 

small percentage of that which is offered on Television. This is especially true from a moral and 

spiritual point of view. Television, even as the Movies, Radio, Magazines and Newspapers, is 

largely controlled by selfish interests, interested only in financial gain. The question for them is 

not what is morally and spiritually constructive, but they are merely interested in catering to the 

mob, to the sensational, to the carnal and sensual impulses of the masses. They do not care a 

snap about the moral and spiritual welfare of their Television audience, but are merely-interested 

in financial gain. Yes, they will make a few concessions to satisfy a certain moral social 

consciousness, but these concessions are as little as possible. 

Now I ask you in all seriousness, if even the unbeliever is greatly concerned about the 

immoral and evil influence of Television-upon their families and homes, how dare some 

Christian parents expose themselves and their children to this mortal danger? It brings the 

godless and wicked world right into the sanctuary of our Christian homes. It gives you and your 

children a ring-side seat at the movies, the cabaret, the night club, at the boxing and wrestling 

matches, yea at every conceivable form of worldly and godless entertainment. It brings your very 

home, which should be a house of prayer, a veritable stronghold and fortress against the evils of 

this world, down to the very level of the most degenerate dives and hell holes of iniquity. Much 

that has been written by the Rev. R. Veldman in his pamphlet on "The Movie" is also applicable 

to Television. If you have read it, read it again, if not be sure and read it- before you decide to 

expose yourself and your children to the dangers of Television. 

Young people, do not ask your parents to get Television in your homes. It is especially 

dangerous for you, just because it is so appealing to you. We must not seek the world, but forsake 



the world, crucify our sinful nature, and walk in a new and holy life. “Wherewithal shall a young 

man cleanse his way? If he take heed thereto according to Thy Word." 
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