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A maze of circumstances has brought us a long way from home, and from the center of 

our Protestant Reformed Churches. But circumstances are not situations foreign to the 

providence of God, the kindly leading and wise direction of our Heavenly Father. Pleasantries 

and discomforts, joy and sorrow are the gracious leadings of the Lord, all directed toward the 

gathering of His Church. And so through the sad maze of circumstances surrounding the Cana-

dian field our way was directed to this far northwest corner of our country, where it pleased the 

Lord to establish another of our Prot. Ref. Churches. 

The Lynden-Sumas districts of the State of Washington seemed to offer a perfect field in 

a period when it was difficult to decide whether Canada or the States should be the object of our 

mission endeavors. From this vicinity we could do both, work in the States and in Canada. 

Lynden and Sumas are border towns, a large community of folk of the Reformed persuasion, 

while just over the line, in the Province of British Columbia, there are growing communities of 

Dutch immigrants. 

Looking at the results of our labors here since December of 1950, it is rather discouraging 

when measured according to the standards of men. Speaking of Canada, we are all acquainted 

with the outcome of our labors among the “Liberated” brethren, while the thousands of other 

immigrants of the Reformed Faith stand solidly with the Christian Reformed Churches, barring 

few exceptions. Since 1948 the progress of the Chr. Ref. Churches in Canada has been amazing, 

they have gained no less than fifty-three congregations, an estimated increase of more than five 

hundred percent! However, this increase is not as amazing as it may appear when judged from 

the point of view of “Mission” endeavor. The work of the Chr. Ref. Churches in Canada can 

hardly be called “mission” work, since actually their entire gain, barring few exceptions, is the 

result of their “importing” a church from the Netherlands into Canada. Hundreds of Dutch 

families are brought into Canada by these churches through their “Field Men”, whom they 

employ to seek sponsors and placement for immigrants desiring to enter Canada. These 

immigrants are thus placed within a given area, and the Chr. Ref. missionaries organize them 

into congregations. It need surprise none that these families feel attached and obligated to the 

church which has expended go much effort for them. It, therefore, stands to reason that our work 

among these immigrants is just as difficult, as our work among the Chr. Ref. people in the States; 

they all consider our work as a “troubling of Israel” rather than that of showing them their error 

in love. However, we have made some fine contacts in Canada, and at the Lord’s time this labor 

will bear its fruits. 

Reviewing our labors in the Lynden-Sumas field the result; are discouraging if one is 

interested in numbers. But if ours is true mission zeal we can be thankful to the Lord that He has 

led us here. True mission zeal is, after all, witnessing for the Lord, giving testimony of the 

glorious Gospel of His sovereign grace in Jesus Christ. From that point of view we may say that 

our labor in Lynden has been blessed. For, though it. be but a small congregation that has been 

established here, it is a witness for Christ, another out-post bearing record of the glorious truth so 

dear to those who by grace have learned to love the pure Reformed truth of God’s sovereignty 

and grace. No, we do not count many members in our Lynden church, but we have a witness 

here; that is all important. For that we labored and prayed, and those prayers the Lord has 

graciously answered. 



Though small, our Lynden congregation has a fine group of young folks. Our Young 

People’s-Catechism Class numbers eleven, and we have very interesting meetings. No doubt, 

before long these young folks will also organize their own Young Peoples Society and join the 

ranks of our FPRYPS. Besides these young folks, we have young folks “up-and-coming”, the 

Children's Catechism class, which numbers thirteen. Only a few more years, if by God’s grace 

all these youthful members remain faithful, and our little congregation will enjoy a steady 

growth. May God bless these youthful members abundantly so that together they may grow in 

and remain faithful to the truth of Jesus Christ. 

 Possibly many of our Beacon Lights family do not realize what it means for young folks 

such as these to enter our churches. It is not as easy and pleasant as it appears from a distance. 

Bear in mind that these young folks have had their friends in the “other” church. In some cases it 

means breaking their friendship, in most cases it means a measure of ridicule, letting it be felt 

that this “church business” is ridiculous, silly, without due cause, pet notions of some head-

strong, narrow-minded, and even self-righteous people. This is the reproach of Christ, and 

though in a small measure, it is keenly felt, and it takes much prayer, an abundance of grace and 

real active faith to overcome these obstacles and live in the conviction: This is the Truth in 

Christ, for it we shall stand, by it we shall conquer. May God help them! 

Undoubtedly some of our readers know a bit of this struggle, too, who, having a boy or 

girl-friend in the “other’' church, find it so very difficult to convince the other party (Alas, and 

sometimes themselves) that the question: “Which church?” is all important. If this difficulty were 

only due to denominational loyalty, in the good sense of that word, then the matter would be 

more simple, since then it would be a matter of purity of doctrine. Where doctrine is involved 

there one finds tangible facts to debate and consider, and the other party will lay himself open for 

debate since he feels the seriousness of the matter. But today we live amid denominational 

indifference which spells indifference in all matters related to spiritual things. Here debate and 

the weighing of matters is impossible. Here confessional standards or creeds are of no count; 

doctrinal debates and purity of doctrine is just a mania. What counts is: “church”! And ‘church’ 

spells “salvation” since every church makes this their business. To such the choice of a church is 

determined merely by a certain prominence of a given church, its social or other advantages, or 

tradition: Dad and mother were members there, and we were born, baptized and reared there. 

How very common this condition is among our “Reformed” generations today! Added to 

this is the resultant ignorance of doctrine. All this makes our present mission endeavor so 

difficult. One is simply at a loss where to begin, what methods should be employed, how to 

contact them, how to get them to talk. Were there a love for and a knowledge of the truth, people 

would want to come and investigate and debate the issue, Then we would get someplace! But 

now most denominational walls have fallen; or there is the dangerous denominational smugness, 

hence no interest, no debate, no argument of any kind—we’re all in the same business, we’re all 

working for the same cause; while the smug denominationalist muses: “Our church has ‘ar-

rived’.” 

From these continued and persistent experiences, and from our long record of twenty-

seven years of faithfully calling back the Reformed brethren from their erring ways, we conclude 

that it is high time that our churches consider another field. The time has arrived that we should 

reach out to those communities where the church has entirely or nearly deteriorated because their 

own men have forsaken both their sheep and the Pasture of the Word. And reach out as well to 

the dark continents of heathendom. 

This, we are convinced, is more and more becoming our calling in our mission endeavors 



for the present day. There is also a growing feeling for this among our people. We surmise that 

this feeling was also, mingled with Beacon Lights splendid idea for devoting this issue to 

Missions. We hope that before long another issue of this nature shall appear, and in it an an-

nouncement by our Synod calling for a devoted young man (or men) who, at the expense of our 

churches, will give himself to study the language and orientate himself for the work of Missions 

on the foreign field chosen by our churches. Is this not a matter worth our sincerest 

consideration? However, let it not be forgotten that equal Mission opportunities are found among 

the “heathen” of Main Street and Hamlet, USA. 

We have a glorious Gospel—really, the only Gospel! How wonderful it would be to 

prove its power and glory in the way of Christ’s command: “Go ye into all the world and preach 

the Gospel to every creature!” 
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