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We have received a request from the Beacon Light’s Staff to fit in our contribution for 

this month with the missionary theme to which this particular issue is given. With this request we 

willingly comply were it not for the fact that we are now interrupted in our current series; of 

articles on the subject of “Christian Living and our Faith”. To somewhat avoid this interruption 

and keep our readers mindful of the subject of our series, while at the same time heeding the 

request of the staff, we insert this installment in which we purpose to show that our Christian 

Living demands that we Herald our Faith. 

We must restate here what has been said before (Nov. issue) that when we speak of faith 

in this connection we have in mind “the content of faith" or that which we believe, which in 

substance is the pure Gospel. In character that faith is strictly “Reformed”. It offers no 

compromise with any departure from the truth. We must then herald the Gospel according to our 

Protestant Reformed convictions and in so doing we exercise ourselves unto Christian Living. 

We might profitably consider various phases of this important subject. There is the phase 

of the official task we have as churches to herald this faith. Often it is erroneously insinuated that 

we cannot heed the missionary mandate of Scripture as churches because of the fact that in 1924 

we have taken the stand that the Gospel is not a well-meant offer of salvation by God to all men. 

Those that reason thus reveal their utter stupidity and ignorance of the Church’s mission calling. 

They are motivated in their charges by a wrong and misplaced zeal that places the emphasis upon 

the concern for men’s souls, all of which God earnestly desires to save, they claim. They are 

more anxious for men than for God. Stripping the latter of all virtue they appear as ardent zealots 

of the impossible. We have no affection toward that mission spirit. 

Properly, we must, place emphasis upon the desire and concern to hold before all men the 

great glory and honor of the Sovereign God as it is manifest in the mighty works He has done 

and will do. Our first mission objective must be to testify of our great God and witness of His 

matchless works. Motivated by His love we must do this by proclaiming the truth of the Gospel 

as it is given unto us. We must make known the objective Protestant Reformed faith. 

In the light of this task we may speak of three groups or classes which are the objects of 

this mission. First, there is the church itself. Within her the Word is proclaimed so that she may 

always behold the greatness of God Whom she loves and worships. 

Secondly, there is the sphere of the erring church or the church that once held the faith 

but has sacrificed it for Arminian morsels. Before her the Truth must be held. In this light the 

home mission or church extension work of our churches in the past is not only justified but is 

seen as a work of greatest necessity. Where then a few may be found who will still give ear, this 

function must continue. 

And thirdly, is the sphere of those who do not know the faith, for to them, too, we have a 

mandate to herald it. We call this sphere the unchurched or heathen. Our first concern here is not 

“how many can we save” for we can save none of them but we must “say unto the heathen that 

the Lord reigneth”. (Ps. 96:10) With diligence, prayer and fervent zeal we must heed this great 

task. 

* * * * * 

Another phase of this subject is the task or duty confronting each one of us to herald our 

faith. By this we do not imply that all of us must become ministers or missionaries but we have 



in mind the statement of our Heidelberg Catechism (L. D 32): “By our whole conduct we must 

testify our gratitude to God for His blessing’s and that He may be praised by us; also, that 

everyone may be assured in himself of his faith, by the fruits thereof; and that, by our godly 

conversation, others may be gained to Christ.” 

In brief, “'we must live our faith”. 

By doing this we testify to all those with whom we come into contact. We are witnesses 

of the Lord and we must never forget it. Our whole life and conduct, therefore, must, be in 

harmony with that which we believe as Protestant Reformed Youth. 

Often this phase of our missionary calling is minimized or virtually ignored while we get 

all on fire about sending a missionary to China or Africa. Without minimizing the importance of 

the latter we stress the necessity of beginning these things at home. If we are negligent in our 

first duties the extended labors of our church cannot be fruitful. 

It is then a sad omen if we, the Protestant Reformed Youth, in our practical Christian 

Living are no different from others who do not have the faith that has been delivered unto us. Of 

the latter we can hardly expect that they walk the “straight and narrow path” (Matt. 7:13) but of 

us it is required. In no better way can we herald our faith than by living it and when we fail in 

this our whole mission endeavor must collapse. According to our belief we have no “bridges” 

between us and the world. In our practice, then, let us not try to construct them. Only when faith 

and practice are in tune with each other does a melody of sweet music flow unto the ears of 

fellow Christians throughout the world. That song must remain your and my missionary 

testimony through which the faith is heralded. 

To begin our missionary calling then let us first examine our own Christian Living. Let us 

make the necessary adjustments and putting all things in order within the church. Let us go on to 

“'preach the Gospel unto every creature”. 
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