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The European Situation 

Last time European federation occupied our attention in Current Comments. This time 

again an important item appeared in my daily paper which is very revealing as to the success of 

the North Atlantic Treaty Organization, or NATO. This comes from a columnist and not from a 

news item, which does not discredit the news but rather shows that this important news did not 

reach our headlines. 

The matter I refer to is that Chancellor Konrad Adenauer has said he will not agree to 

rearm German units until the Saar issue is settled in conformity with West German demands, and 

except on a basis of equal membership in NATO. This shows that the efforts of General 

Eisenhower are meeting with difficulties which seem to indicate that it will disintegrate. 

Then this significant item appears about West Germany. “West Germany is behaving 

exactly as any nation in her position would behave. Divided and dismembered—but nevertheless 

a country composed of the most numerous, industrious, and biologically vigorous people on the 

continent, and its key industrial center—Germany is being wooed by both the Soviets and the 

West. The very measures taken by her conquerors have given her the balance of power in Eu-

rope. That she exploits that power is inevitable”. 

Another striking sentence appeared about France. “What France wants is impossible: a 

West Germany strong enough to defend her against the Soviets, but weaker than France herself; 

to keep Russia out of Europe with Germany half way out”. 

To my mind this is another example of the difficulties that all the nations face in the 

world, and another indication how the image of Nebuchadnezzar is inevitably true for the ten 

kings. 

 

Communism 

The Saturday Evening Post is running Whittaker Chamber’s Own Story of the Hiss Case. 

The first issue appears in this week’s Post. 

This history is very dramatic and Chambers who formerly was a senior editor of Time 

writes this in a dramatic and eloquent style. 

It is not my purpose to comment on the material, but there is a sentence about 

communism that is worthy of our attention. 

Chambers writes: “The communists vision is the vision of man without God. It is the 

vision of man’s liberated mind, by the sole force of its rational intelligence, redirecting man’s 

destiny and reorganizing man’s life and the world.” 

Chambers speaks of Communism and Freedom, two irreconcilable faiths of our time. The 

question in our mind, however, is: what is the opposite of Communism in the present world? It is 

the freedom founded in faith in God, or is it also faith in man? There is the pretention often of a 

faith in God but actions and many words indicate the contrary. 

 

United Nations 

There is a sentence from Time about the United Nations that is very rough on the United 

Nations. 

“From the beginning, the dreamers who created the United Nations thought of it as a 



place where all countries, good and bad could meet and settle their differences. It did not work 

out that way, each of the two big blocs blackballed the applications of any nation on the other 

side.” 
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