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In this essay we will try to conform to the wishes of the Board to reflect on the meaning 

of Missions. We shall therefore not necessarily need to depart from our subject: Pelagianism. 

The reason? Pelagianism is an evil, which is like the leaven of the Pharisees. It Ieaveneth the 

whole lump of Gospel truth, corrupting it, and effects all the efforts to proclaim it. In a word, it 

corrupts the very Gospel itself, and, therefore, also the preaching of it, whether this be in the 

established church or in the Mission Field. 

We will write this essay in the form of questions and answers. They are the following: 

1. Is there a different approach in the preaching of the Gospel as this is performed by the 

Pelagian when compared with the preaching of the Augustinian Reformed preacher? 

Indeed there is, and that, too, all along the line. The difference is not merely one of 

psychological “approach”, but it is indeed also a difference of content. It is a difference between 

the gospel that is and “another gospel” which is not another, but which is a corruption of the 

same, even though it were proclaimed by an angel from heaven. 

2. What is this a difference of content and of the very essence of the Gospel? 

It should be observed that the Pelagian has really denied the truth, that God is the Savior 

of His people, who completely and efficaciously saves them from their sins. In its stead he has 

placed the pestilent error, that man is his own Savior. According to the Pelagian man is His own 

Savior; God really helps those who help themselves. According to Pelagianism Christ was not 

sent to pay the ransom price for our sins as the Last Adam, but rather to show us how we should 

save ourselves; Christ has become the Great Example! 

Such, by the way, is the teaching too of all Modernism, which is nothing else but the 

consistent application of the erroneous principles of Pelagius to all of life, corrupting it at the 

very Fountain head. (See former essay from our hand). 

Over against this the Reformed teach, that God is our complete Savior, Who has sent His 

Son a propitiation for our sins. Legally He has saved us on the Cross in Christ’s perfect sacrifice 

for our sins, and spiritually He saves us by shedding forth His love in our hearts, changing them 

from death to life, from bondage to freedom, from weakness to strength, from unwillingness and 

obduracy to willingness, making us most wonderfully pliant, and desirous to serve Him with glad 

hearts in true repentance. And what God has thus once begun in us He will continue even unto 

the day of Jesus Christ, our Lord. Such is Reformed teaching! 

3. Does the erroneous content of the Pelagian teaching also affect their presentation of 

the Gospel, whether this be in an established “church”' or on the “Mission-Field”? 

Indeed it does. It effects their “preaching” in such a way, that they have no preaching of 

the riches of the Cross, nor do they have a command to repent, and turn into the Lord as unto the 

Covenant God. Theirs is not the confrontation of the sinner with the God of Salvation, but it is 

the confrontation of man with himself to save himself with the help of God. The confrontation 

is wholly other in the Pelagian “preaching” than in that of Biblical Reformed preaching. 

4. Can you delineate a bit more upon this difference of “confrontation”? 

Yes we can. It ought to be evident, that on the Pelagian basis there really is no sinner, 

who must be saved from a vicious nature, a sinner who is daily in need of hearty and godly 

repentance, an abhorring of self in dust and ashes. He must simply learn to use his will correctly, 

and to give himself character. Original sin he does not confess to have, neither are his actual sins 



really perversity of will. They are rather the weakness of will, and very wrong habits which must 

be concerned. When the Pelagian preaches Christ he makes of Him simply a best man, the 

perfect man who by His example teaches others. But Jesus is not the Savior according to him. 

Hence, there is no need of repentance, neither is it preached. Such is all Modernism of today, and 

Arminianism of today in its confrontation of man with the “Gospel” is not a wit different. Really 

a Bible-Gospel preached to a Pelagian-conceived sinner is not conceivable. And what is more it 

is one of Satan’s horrible yet cunningly conceived lies to deceive the simple! Let us beware of 

this Pelagian-Arminian “confrontation” with the Gospel! 

5. But does not a Pelagian-Arminian teaching “win souls for Christ” on the Mission 

Field? 

It ought to be clearly understood, as clearly as we ardently love the salvation of our own 

souls, that no Pelagian or Arminian can ever do what he pretends to do. No more than what a 

mere man standing on the grave-yard can call the dead to life, no more can any Pelagian preacher 

in His Pelagian-Arminian way bring one soul to Christ. A teaching, which is out of hell itself, 

does not win souls for heaven to glory in the Lord. All the teaching activity of the Pelagian-

Arminian preaching ends in sheer Modernism. That is history. Why? Because as sure as water 

runs down hill, so surely Pelagianism Arminianism is Modernism in its very core. Such preach-

ing is not preaching of the Gospel, even though it mentions the fundamental facts of the Gospel, 

as does every heretic, it is not the preaching, which is the Key power of Christ whereby the 

Kingdom’s portals are opened to the believers. Such preachers refuse to enter the Kingdom 

themselves, and they forbid those to enter the Kingdom who would, i\ really Pelagian convert is 

like the man of whom Jesus speaks, from whom the unclean spirit has gone forth. Then this 

unclean spirit seeketh rest and findeth none. So he returns to this mao, taking seven other spirits 

with him worse than himself, and returneth to this man as to a house swept and cleaned. And the 

end of this man is worse than his beginning. So is the Pelagian convert. He simply dismissed one 

error for worse heresy. He has not been “won for Christ” at all, but simply was confronted with 

himself to save himself out of the frying pan into the fire. 

6. Is there then no such reality as “winning souls for Christ”? 

Indeed there is; however, we must be careful to leave this truth stand in its undiluted 

Scriptural meaning, which is a far cry from the Pelagian-Arminian slogan. 

7. In what sense, then, can we speak of winning souls for Christ? 

In the sense in which also the Heidelberg Catechism speaks of “winning others for Christ 

by our walk” in thankful repentance. Thus in our walk we are a book read by all who see us. The 

“others” who are won are not the Pelagian goody-goodies, who must save themselves, but they 

are the children for whom Christ died, who take courage to walk in the love of Christ when they 

see their companions walk in thankfulness, glorying in the Lord their righteousness. Surely there 

is a testimony, a saving testimony of the Spirit in the hearts of the brethren, in the home, school, 

church or factory, by means of our walk. But this is the work of Christ in and through us. To 

Him alone be the praise, honor and glory forever. Thus all of life is a mission, and all God’s 

people are missionaries, walking worthy of the calling wherewith they" are called. Such is also 

the truth on the Mission Field. Paul’s preaching was effective, but his entire conduct also befitted 

the Gospel, and so he saw fruits of his preaching in Christ wherever he labored in, the Gospel. In 

this: sense others are won, while Christ loves them. 
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