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The Queen’s Jest is a novel of the time of Louis XVI of France. The setting of the greater 

part of the book is in Paris and Versailles, in and near the king’s palace. 

The story begins in the small village of Cressy where there is a small group of Christians 

who meet for worship as often as possible in spite of the threat of death to anyone who professes 

to be a Christian. Included in this group of sincere believers, are devout old Nanna and young, 

attractive Stephanie Navarre. Stephanie’s mother has died and her step-father, a member of 

Louis’ governing body, has left Stephanie with Nanna until such time as he is ready to take her 

with him and carry out his ruthless plan for her. During her stay with Nanna, Stephanie has 

become a firm believer. 

Now the time has come for Stephanie to go along with her father and become a lady-in- 

waiting to the queen, Marie Antoinette. She immediately realizes what her father’s plans for her 

are. If he is successful in carrying out his plan, she will become the mistress of one, Compte de 

Provence, a ruthless, loathsome government official who is second only to the king. By this 

means, Navarre hopes to attain a higher position in the government. 

As the title of the book suggests, the queen is to play a jest on someone. This jest is the 

beginning of an adventure which is, to change the course of Stephanie’s entire life. The queen 

meets adventurous, young Norman Renaud, a visitor from New Orleans, at a masked ball. 

Norman does not know her true identity, but receives a promise from her to meet him in the 

palace garden the next afternoon. Instead of going to the garden herself, the queen sends 

Stephanie. So, unwillingly, Stephanie has her first  meeting with Norman. They are immediately 

attracted to each other. This is, of course, exactly contrary to Navarre’s wishes and therefore is 

the beginning of a series of interesting events. 

Stephanie remains faithful to her Christian convictions throughout the temptations that 

surround her, always witnessing to others of the faith which is hers. Although the Arminian 

approach is used in the story, it is also evident that it could hardly be misleading for our young 

people. The book pictures the corruption of the court of Louis XVI and the helplessness and folly 

of those who are without God. It may be recommended to our young people as good reading 

material. 
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