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Our story begins in Minnesota. Gunnar Haldorson, his wife, Hildur, and their daughter, 

Christine, were natives of Sweden. They had arrived in America at New York and had moved in 

order from New York to Pittsburgh, to Chicago, and finally to Minnesota. Now Gunnar again has 

a desire to move further west. Before long they are members of a wagon train heading southwest. 

Soon after they begin their journey they are joined by Dugan (Duke) MacDonald, a 

strong young man who seems very attractive to Christine. Later the train is joined by Nels 

Dahlquist, a traveling missionary. It is Dahlquist who directs Christine in spiritual growth until 

she finally realizes her own helplessness and prays for guidance. 

As the wagon train goes west, new experiences await the Haldersons. Gunnar and Hildur 

become more and more irritated with each other until finally Gunnar falls to drinking and leads 

an adulterous life with a dancehall girl. Later he becomes a member of an outlaw group. 

Duke, in the meantime, has received a Bible from Nets Dahlquist and has also recognized 

his sins. Duke and Christine establish a home of their own west of Denver. Later Gunnar is 

brought to the realization of his sins in a surprising manner. 

The plot of the story is interesting and makes easy reading. It must be noted however that 

spiritual matters are often presented in a fashion which we cannot endorse. Salvation is free to 

all, if only they will reach out and take it. The Arminian view is prevalent throughout the book. 

We might add that the story presents life with God as well as life at the very depths of 

immorality. Those who read this book should be on their guard. 
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