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I have a group of questions from a reader that I herewith answer in the order in which I 

received them. 

The first question reads: “Is there such a thing as dead orthodoxy?” 

Answer: 

 First the term “orthodoxy”. The word is from the Greek and means, “right opinion or 

doctrine.” I take it then, that my correspondent uses the word as the designation of the truth of 

the Holy Scriptures as expressed in the Christian creeds binding in our communion of churches. 

There is indeed such a thing as “dead orthodoxy”. The expression denotes a condition in 

which “the truth”, though still confessed and proclaimed and defended by the spoken and written 

word is nevertheless privately and secretly hated and repudiated. The church of Ephesus of the 

book of Revelation was, thus smitten, Rev. 2:1-7. Christ reveals that this Christian brotherhood 

had lost its first love, was no longer activated by the zeal of this, love, but on the contrary was, 

spiritually dead to God and the truth. But of this inward apostacy of the heart there was as yet 

little tangible evidence. This is clear from the words of Christ’s message to this brotherhood. 

Said He to the angel, that is, the pastor, of this church: “I know thy works, and thy labor, and thy 

patience, and how thou canst not bear them which are evil: and thou hast tried them which say 

they are apostles, and are not and hast found them liars: and hast borne, and hast patience, and 

for my name’s sake hast labored, and hast not fainted. . .thou hatest the deeds of the Nicolaitanes, 

which I also hate.” 

Thus though as to several or perhaps even many of its members it was devoid of the life 

of regeneration—it had lost its first love—yet as an organization this church still abounded in 

good works of all kinds. The truth was still being proclaimed and defended, false teachers 

excommunicated, evil doers disciplined, and the reproach of Christ borne. Yet the church had 

inwardly apostatized—it had lost its first love. What was lacking is experiential knowledge of 

the truth. It was still confessing, as since the day of its organization it had always confessed, that 

Jesus saves His people from all their sins, but it could not with the apostle Paul jubilantly 

exclaim: “Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus 

Christ.” It still confessed as always that Jesus is the bread of life and the living water, without 

however eating and drinking Jesus and thereby also being nourished and quickened by this 

heavenly food and drink. Despite its good confession, it was a stranger to Jesus and to His God. 

The word of God dwelt not richly in this church, however well this word was preached. And it 

knew the promises of God but without living by them. 

The inward apostacy of this, church has but one explanation. At the time of its 

organization it did love the Lord. With few exceptions its members, at the time of its, founding, 

were true children of God. It was a Christian brotherhood of believers and their seed. However it 

had grown since that day. Many perhaps had joined it from without, and also a new generation 

had risen within its bosom. But they were not all Israel, which were of Israel, so that, as a result 

of this growth, the church at Ephesus now contained in it a carnal, reprobate seed that loved not 

God because it was not loved of Him. And to an extent this seed had come into power in the 

church, was occupying several of the seats of authority in it and was making its influence felt. 

But there was, still the remnant according to election. It explains that this church was as orthodox 

as ever. It adhered to the faith of the fathers. Church discipline was .still being exercised and the 



deeds of the Nicolaitanes hated. But there was no flourishing spiritual life. The preaching, 

however correct in a doctrinal point of view, was cold and uninspiring. The members still had no 

trouble in detecting heresy. They could argue about the truth but had no experiential knowledge 

of the truth. There was something wrong. The church had lost its first love. It was smitten with 

what has come to be known as “dead orthodoxy”. It is a dangerous condition for any church or 

communion of churches to be in. Such a church or communion of churches stands on the brink of 

openly apostatizing from the truth. 

And therefore, Christ mandates this Christian brotherhood at Ephesus to “remember. . 

.from whence thou art fallen, and repent and do the first works.” 

The admonition is directed to the true believers in this church as is evident from Christ’s 

closing admonition to it that reads: “He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says unto 

the churches.” Because of the presence of this people in it—this people whose spiritual life had 

suffered an eclipse—the church at Ephesus is commanded of Christ to arouse itself from its 

spiritual lethargy and again become spiritual through the exercise of earnest prayer. It must 

return to its former love and under the impulse of this love continue certainly in all the good 

works in which it was listlessly walking. Thus continue to labor and be patient, try them which 

say they are apostles and are not and find them liars. It must continue to hate the works of the 

Nicolaitanes. It must continue doing all these things as consciously activated by love. Or 

otherwise Christ will come to this church quickly and remove its candlestick out of its place. 

That is, if this church repenteth not, it will eventually in the way of openly apostatizing from the 

truth degenerate into a false church. That would indicate that Christ had removed from its midst 

the candlestick from its place. Thus as arousing themselves the true believers in the church must 

fight the good fight of faith by more actively opposing the carnal element in the church that hates 

the truth and is always bent on corrupting it and is thus really opposed to bringing to trial the 

false teachers in the church that they may be found liars. They must fight the good fight of faith, 

must the believers, toward the victory that is theirs in Christ. And so Christ closes His 

admonition to this church with the glad tidings that to “him that overcometh will I give to eat of 

the tree of life, which is in the midst of the paradise of God.” 

A final observation. The saints, to be sure, do not fall from grace in the sense of their 

losing the heavenly life once implanted in their bosom. For the children of God are in Christ’s 

hand, out of which they cannot be plucked. Hence, once a believer always a believer. But what 

cannot happen to an individual saint, can be the experience of a definite Church or communion 

of Christian Churches for reasons stated above. But the individual saint can become unspiritual 

and carnal. When in this state, he has dire need of the admonition, “repent and do thy first 

works.” And he does repent. For Christ speaks all His word in His heart. 

This answers the first question. 
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