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October is here again. The time of year when most of us are well back into the normal 

routine of school, work, and church life. For some of you, this means the demands of 

learning at the university level. The first few weeks of school are past, and you are 

starting to get deep into the material. Your classes may be in Philosophy, the Sciences, or Business. 

Right now, you are probably thinking that the teaching at the university is contrary to what 

you have learned in our Christian schools. Therefore, there may be questions arising in your mind 

about the material you are studying. Perhaps you were intimidated by the learned doctor who 

stood lecturing in front of you today, directly challenging the truths of Scripture. What should you 

think? What are we as Christians to think about the wisdom of this world as it is evident in the 

institutions of higher learning? Is it true wisdom? According to Scripture it is not. There God says 

that He destroys the wisdom of the wise and reveals true wisdom unto those who are the simple 

of this world. This true wisdom is the knowledge of God and His Son Jesus Christ, and the 

keeping of His will in all our lives (Prov. 9:10, Deut. 4:6). 

The fact that God reveals His truth to the humble of this world implies that His Word is clear 

to even the simplest of minds. This is what we call the doctrine of the perspicuity of the Bible. God 

restored this truth to His church through the work of the men of the Reformation like Martin 

Luther and John Calvin. They stood over against Rome which taught that only the clergy could 

read and understand the Scriptures. About this teaching of Rome, Calvin comments on Psalm 

119:130 with these words: “Let the Papists mock, as they are accustomed to do, because we 

would have the Scriptures to be read by all men without exception; yet it is no falsehood which 

God utters by the mouth of David, when He affirms that the light of His truth is exhibited to fools 

(that is, to the “simple” of vs. 130, MPF).” 

The Reformers were not content only to speak against Rome on this issue, but to act by 

translating the Scriptures into the languages of the common people. Just think of the persecutions 

men like William Tyndale and John Wycliffe endured because they translated and distributed the 

Bible. Are we as zealous for this truth today when men of higher learning cast doubt upon the 

perspicuity, infallibility and sufficiency of the Holy Scriptures? 

This is exactly what these men do when they teach the vain philosophy of higher criticism! 

Man attempts to explain the Scriptures through Science so that the miracles are denied and 

ultimately the whole gospel. The schools of higher learning also cast doubt on the Holy Scriptures 

when they openly contradict God’s Word by promoting both materialism and the pursuit of honor in 

this world. These philosophies are very real temptations for us, especially our young people. 

Therefore, we all must be awake and ready to do battle with them because in many colleges 

these greedy philosophies are promoted vigorously. They tell us that we must have confidence 

in our own strength until we achieve our dreams. To the world this is wise. Therefore, the men 

of this world busy themselves with many years of study so that they can be great men, the 

“teachers” of this world. 

Over against these false teachings the Word of God says that, “the testimony of the 

LORD is sure, making wise the simple” (Psalm 19:7b), so that even the smallest child or simple 

person who has faith in Jesus Christ can say, “I have more understanding than all my teachers: 

for Thy testimonies are my meditation” (Psalm 119:99). Against this truth the world can only 

stand and mock saying, “The simple are most wise?” They are like the Pharisees of Jesus day 

who mocked the man born blind. After Christ healed this man, he manifested his faith in 

thanksgiving to God. Upon hearing this confession, the Pharisees proudly responded, “Thou 

wast altogether born in sins, and dost thou teach us?” (John 9:30- 34). This response of the 



Pharisees was pure unbelief, and those who repeat the same words today do the same. They 

want nothing to do with Christ because they don’t want to give God all the glory. Christ’s 

suffering on the cross is foolishness to them because they refuse to heed the command of 

Jesus in Matt. 18:3 where He says, “Verily I say unto you, Except ye be converted and become 

as little children, ye shall not enter into the kingdom of heaven.” They will not obey the gospel’s 

command to repent and confess that they are blind. Their pride will not allow it, for God 

hardens them by the preaching of His Word. 

On the other hand God uses this same preaching to open the eyes of His elect. He does 

this by making them realize that by nature they see not. Our Lord teaches us this truth when 

He says, “For judgment I am come into this world, that they which see not might see; and that 

they which see might be made blind” (John 9:39). Christ came into this world to blind those 

who seem to be “wise” in this world, the “teachers” in the universities who teach contrary to 

God’s law. And Christ also comes to reveal Himself to those who are the “blind” of this world. 

In God’s school of wisdom the only pupils are “little children.”1 He reveals Himself to them 

because then at the Judgment Day He will receive all the glory for the salvation of His people, 

and the “wise” of this world who think they prosper by their own hand will be exposed as fools. 

He reveals Himself to His children in the way of their meditation upon Him (Psalm 

119:99b). His Word may be clear to all His people small and great, but only if it is studied. I 

fear that we often lose sight of this truth because we think that we know all that there is to 

know about the Scriptures. There must be development in wisdom through study but only in 

childlike dependence upon God. In this way Christ makes us, the simple, truly wise for He 

makes us to know God and Himself and this knowledge is eternal life (John 17:3). With this in 

mind, we need not be afraid of the learned university professor who may laugh at us for we 

rest on God’s Word in Psalm 19:7b, the versification of which is the familiar words of Psalter 

#40, stanza 1: “His truth makes the simple most wise the truth that is sure evermore.” ❖ 

______________________________ 
1Calvin Commentaries, I Cor. 1:17 

 

Originally Published in: 

Vol. 56 No. 9 October 1997 


