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From a questioner in Michigan: 
 

I Corinthians 11:5 reads “But every woman that prayeth or prophesieth with {her}head uncov- 

ered dishonoureth her head: for that is even all one as if she were shaven.” 

Why don’t the women in the Protestant Reformed Churches keep their heads covered? Maybe 

the obvious answer is because this was simply the custom in Paul’s time. But that seems to me to be a 

dangerous position to take, because using this line of thinking, you could tolerate homosexuality in the 

church, women in church office, etc. Please let me know what you think. 

 

Answer 
 

In the first place it does not really matter what I think. It does matter what the Word of God 

teaches. You are correct when you express a displeasure with the idea of using the customs of the day 

as a reason why we do something different today. We believe that the Word of God, the Scripture is not 

in any way time conditioned, or socially conditioned so that it teaches something different today than it 

did when it was written. It is true that times change, but the teaching of the Word of God does not. For 

it is the Word of the living God, which is infallibly inspired by God to direct His people of all ages in 

His perfect wisdom. God does not change, (Malachi 3:6) then certainly neither does His word. 

This leaves us with the question of why our women do not keep their heads covered? Your 

question is based upon a wrong assumption, and that is that our women worship God with their heads 

uncovered. This is not true, our women do worship God with their heads covered as required by this 

Word of God. In order to understand this we must take a little time to look at the context of the text that 

you quote. In I Corinthians 11:3-4 “But I would have you know, that the head of every man is Christ; 

and the head of the woman {is} the man; and the head of Christ {is} God. Every man praying or 

prophesying, having {his} head covered, dishonoureth his head.” It is obvious that Paul is teaching the 

church that it is necessary that the Headship of Christ be maintained also in the church as it is manifest 

in the earth. Further the church is ruled by the Lord of His Church, and it pleases Christ to exercise that 

headship through the man. Therefore in our churches according to the Spirit in another place, the 

women remain silent in church and may not take up or be given the offices of Christ. For the head of 

the woman is man. 

Thus for a man to have his head covered, that is, by a woman taking the place of headship it is a 

shame, and his office is dishonored, and really Christ is dishonored. On the other hand for a woman to 

attempt to worship without her head covered, without submitting to the rule of Christ through man, it is 

a shame and dishonors Christ Who has placed her under the headship of her husband, father, or elder. 

This passage condemns the usurpation of the offices of Christ in the church by women. 

This is also symbolically seen in that the woman has her head covered, but the covering of the 

woman is her luxuriant hair, “But if a woman have long hair, it is a glory to her: for {her} hair is given 

her for a covering,” (vs. 15) it is a shame to be shaven for this was done to those that were found in sin. 

On the other hand for a man to worship with his head covered, placing himself under a woman 

in his worship or family it is an abomination. This is the deceitful work of Satan in our day that men 

give up to women the office of Christ they are to carry. It opposes the Word of God. This is also seen 

symbolically, if the man in the church takes on himself the appearance of a woman and wears his hair 

long, Paul teaches that nature says this is a shame (vs. 14). 

Yet Paul warns with respect to long hair or short hair, while this may be a symbol from nature, 

the church has no such custom (vs. 16). Paul teaches it is the principle that is necessary for the church 

to hear. The headship of Christ must be properly exercised in the midst of God’s people. ❖ 



 

Remember to write your questions to me at revmo@mtc1.mtcnet.net. Also feel free to write followup 

questions. 
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