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An ever present danger to the church of God in this world is that of world-conformity. 

World-conformity afflicts all of God’s people from one degree to another. Younger saints must 

especially struggle with this weakness. It is a sin which reveals itself in the lack of living a spiritually 

separate life from this world and a desire to make a friendship with this world, imitate it, and to 

conform to its lifestyle. Many passages in the Bible remind us of the impossibility of loving God and 

serving Him on the one hand, and loving the world and conforming to the world on the other. I John 

2:15,16 reads, “Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world. If any man love the world, 

the love of the Father is not in him. For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the 

eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of the world.” From these verses and many others 

(including Romans 12:2, Col. 3:2,3, Matt. 6:24), we are reminded of this impossibility and are called to 

examine our lives and to live a spiritually separate life in this godless world. 

World-conformity is a sin that takes many different shapes and forms. It is not something that 

confronts us in only one area of life. It attacks from all angles and tempts us in every sphere of life. It is 

a desire for earthly riches and wealth. It is the acceptance and practice of worldly philosophy and 

thinking. It is fellowship with the wicked. 

The desire to accumulate earthly wealth and obtain that high-paying job is one facet of world-

conformity that we as young people must struggle with, especially those who are in college. When we 

look at the world, there seems to be great contentment and enjoyment among those who are rich. They 

seem to have no worries. They appear to be secure. “But they that will be rich,” as it is inspired in I 

Timothy 6:9, “fall into temptation and snare, and into many foolish and hurtful lusts.” One cannot seek 

after God and the things of His kingdom, and at the same time seek after the wealth to be had in this 

world. Rather, we are admonished to “godliness with contentment.” Then do we truly have “great gain” 

(I Tim. 6:6). 

World-conformity also manifests itself in the acceptance and practice of the thinking and 

philosophy of this world. It is worldly science that is taught in so-called Christian colleges that seeks to 

deny God’s six day creation. It is worldly science that seeks to deny the Flood, the virgin birth, and the 

miracle of the falling of the walls of Jericho. As we read in I Corinthians 3:19, it is the “foolish” 

wisdom of this world. “For the wisdom of this world is foolishness with God. For it is written, He 

taketh the wise in their own craftiness.” 

The world has no wisdom to offer that is of any value to the Reformed young person. There is 

no line of thinking that this world has that is superior to God’s. Worldly wisdom cannot be used in the 

service of God. All the wisdom that the child of God needs is found in His word. That is why we, as 

reformed young people, must be discriminating with the material that we read in the world’s 

magazines, the philosophies we hear from worldly instructors, and the words and music we hear over 

the airwaves. “Beware lest any man spoil you through philosophy and vain deceit, after the tradition of 

men, after the rudiments of the world, and not after Christ” (Col. 2:8). There are many who would have 

us think that New Age thinking is preferable to God’s wisdom; that happiness is found in ourselves and 

apart from God. There are many who would have us think that there is no difference in believing a six-

day creation or a creation set into motion by God and casually watched over by Him for billions of 

years. There are even those who claim to be our friends who would have us believe that the preaching 

that we hear twice every Sunday is foolishness. They may even laugh and say that there are much 

better and more exciting ways in which God feeds our souls. To them our answer must be, “Hath not 

God made foolish the wisdom of this world? For after that in the wisdom of God the world by wisdom 

knew not God, it pleased God by the foolishness of preaching to save them that believe” (I Cor. 1:20, 

21). 



The desire to conform to this world also manifests itself in the music we listen to, where we 

seek our entertainment, in our relationships with parents, teachers, and friends, and even in the way we 

dress. Romans 12:2 serves as good instruction in this regard. “And be not conformed to this world: but 

be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, 

and perfect, will of God.” Living an acceptable life before God requires that we live spiritually separate 

from this world in all aspects of our lives. It means that we do not listen to and sing the songs of this 

world. It means that we do not seek to imitate the world in its dress. It means that we do not immerse 

ourselves in worldly entertainment. It means that we do not live a life of rebellion to those God has 

placed in authority over us. Rather, it means that we listen to and sing songs worthy to be sung. It 

means dressing in a manner that is modest and as God has instructed. It means seeking God and the 

things of His kingdom. It means obedience to parents, employers, and those in government positions. 

We must not harmonize our lifestyle after that of this world, but our lifestyle must be one of spiritual 

separation unto God. 

Fellowship with those of this world can also be included in world-conformity. In the last half of 

Romans 1 we read of the ungodly men of this world and their unrighteousness. These are men, who in 

their heart of hearts know the truth about God and are without excuse. However, these men “glorified 

Him not as God, neither were thankful; but became vain in their imagination, and their foolish heart 

was darkened” (vs. 21). These worldly men are using every bit of energy they have in the dis-service of 

God. They have “changed the truth of God into a lie.” They commit every sin under the sun in direct 

contradiction to the law of God. Not only do they take pleasure in corruption, but also they take 

pleasure in those who join together with them in their sin (vs. 32). There can be no fellowship with this 

world. There is no basis for fellowship. The world hates God and His law. Fellowship with the world is 

enmity with God. 

Finally, not conforming to this world means that we do not envy the world. Both Psalm 37 and 

73 are good Psalms to read whenever envious thoughts about the world enter our minds. It is true that 

when we look at the world from a distance, there seems to be prosperity, security, and happiness. They 

seem to have no worries. Psalm 73:5 reads: “They are not in trouble as other men; neither are they 

plagued like other men.” It can be quite easy to become envious of the world and the carefree lifestyle 

that they seem to enjoy. 

But do not be deceived. They are not to be envied. “How are they brought into desolation, as in 

a moment! They are utterly consumed with terrors” (vs. 19). Asaph, in a moment of weakness was 

envious of the wicked, but by God’s grace realized the foolishness of his thoughts. The wicked have 

nothing to be envied. Their prosperity is short-lived and their end is destruction. 

Rather, we ought to set our affections on things above. “Set your affections on things above, not 

on things on the earth.” This is the calling that we as God’s people have. This is our calling as 

Reformed young people who live spiritually separate from this world. If our affections are on things 

above, they cannot be on the things of this world. This does not mean that we must live physically 

separate from the world around us. This is an impossibility. It is necessary to live in the world. 

However, we must not become a part of that world and live its lifestyle. 

The young person who has his affections on the things above lives a life of sobriety. Those who 

are drunk with this world, are not living in sobriety. Titus 2:12 exhorts us to a live “soberly, righteously, 

and godly, in this present world.” Only in sobriety can we be “looking for that blessed hope.” 

Living soberly in the service of God means that we will face opposition from the world. The 

world is not indifferent to those who live in the service of God. They hate God and those who serve 

God. Everything in their power to oppose God’s people they will do. “Yea, and all that will live godly 

in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution,” we read in II Timothy 3:12. Whether that persecution is mild 

or severe, we can be assured that there “shall” be persecution. 

But we must not be discouraged by this certain opposition and persecution. It is God’s means to 

strengthen His people. God’s reward for those who live in service of Him is far greater than the 



persecution that any of us might face in this life. “Wait on the Lord, and keep His way, and he shall 

exalt thee to inherit the land,” Psalm 37:34. ❖ 
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