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Awake every night. Climbing out of bunk-bed to a new day’s work... and its problems. An- 

other 22-year-old struggling with life’s questions. Three years of college are over, but their use in his 

life is yet unknown. More questions, 10 years old, yet remaining unanswered: “Who will I be? What 

career is right for me?” These were the questions facing my Uncle Rick Gritters. 

Taking business, just as many other fellow students unsure of their life’s calling, Rick went 

through college hoping more work would bring an answer. “I didn’t know what I wanted to do!” He 

has chosen a state college only because it was cheaper than the private ones. Since college was only a 

short drive away, he could come home each night, still pondering the question that stuck as a burr in his 

mind. Three years of college finally brought a decision to Rick. 

It was then that the burr began loosening. A part time job in Hope Protestant Reformed School 

in Redlands, California became a great opportunity for an answer to his question. It was there that he 

saw he “liked being around kids.” A short phone message from my dad (Rick’s brother) was the 

encouragement that he needed. “I wanted to use my life to glorify God.” 

The importance of teaching in a Christian school meant a lot to him. “Teaching is rearing 

covenant children and they are the children of the future church.” Teaching is not a Christian’s calling 

if that teaching is done as it is in the public schools. Teaching young children the truths of being a 

Christian is important and that’s what Rick want to do. 

“I just like younger students,” Rick said with a chuckle when he tried to explain why he chose 

the lower grades to teach. The younger kids seem to like school more. Plus, in junior high one has to 

teach one or two subjects as opposed to the variety of the elementary curriculum. More discipline for 

older students also became a determining factor. “Behavior?” Rick said, “It’s hard to say generally, but 

it’s okay for the most part.” He can see the sinful nature of the students but is always thankful to 

witness godly behavior. This aspect of teaching is not hard for Rick to understand; there are many that 

he finds more difficult to accept as a teacher. 

The “worst part” of the teaching situation ended up being the move away from home. No 

openings in our Protestant Reformed school in Redlands came as sorry news to him. He did it though; a 

move to Michigan turned out to go fairly well. He is getting used to school. In fact, he likes teaching. 

Rick likes what he teaches, too. “I like ‘em all!” he said, referring to the subjects. Although he 

himself likes English, it is Rick’s least favorite to teach. “The kids don’t seem to like it and it’s difficult 

to explain. This is only one subject, though.” 

Parental encouragement helps boost his spirits, when he is thinking about English. The greatest 

encouragement comes through parents in their support and appreciation. Yet the most difficult times 

come from their calls also. “They sometimes make it hard for teachers.” Another tough part is “when 

kids don’t behave as you want them to, and then you have to decide how to handle it wisely.” Teachers 

always seem to be given advice on how they should teach. But they give advice too. 

Rick says that the only reason that we’re on this earth is to live separate from the world. “We 

must watch how we live and act. Living a life different than students at other schools” is very important 

for the Christian.  

The burr of choosing a job has long fallen away, but many more have stuck hard. Rick has been 

in Michigan for a few years now, and he’s learning to ignore the burrs in the field of teaching. “I guess 

that’s just the life of a teacher!” ❖ 
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