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Question #25 

I have had an ongoing debate with one of my teachers, about this one. If it is 2:00 am and your 

friend is lying bleeding on the street, and the only way to save him is to break into a nearby drug store 

and steal bandages, is this considered stealing? I thought so, but my teacher says it isn’t because his 

motive is good. I’m kind of against this whole situation ethics deal. Such as, if you are hiding Jews in 

your attic during WWII, and a Nazi asks you, “Are there any Jews in your house,” and you answer 

“No,” you have sinned by lying. Perhaps you could remain silent, but my teacher takes the position that 

it is not a sin to lie in this situation. He claims that nothing is so black and white, and sinning is not a 

question of what the action was, but what the motive in the heart when the action was committed. If 

you have the time, perhaps you can tell me what you think about this too. 
 

Answer # 25 

Again, not what I think, but what the Word teaches! In the first place on the lighter side, and yet 

not so light, you should not be out with your friend at two in the morning. The time after midnight is 

really a time of darkness where no good comes to pass. Oh, I know there are exceptions, for instance 

returning home from a night shift at the factory, or some such. But covenant young people or old saints 

do not need to be out to all hours of night, and ought not to be. 

But let us get to your question, in the case of the drug store, works of necessity or of mercy are 

possible to perform even on the Lord’s Day, although they have to be truly this. Jesus would probably 

say that it is legalism to suggest breaking into the drug store for material to save a life is stealing, and 

surely so would I. The question really tries to put one in a trap. I am sure if the druggist thought it 

necessary that his window be paid for as well as, the materials, if you broke in to save your friend’s life 

you would boldly and gladly tell the druggist that you did it, and would even offer to reimburse him for 

damage and materials. Surely you did not deceive nor take to better yourself, nor in coveting in other 

words you did not steal, but made use of the means to save the brother. The loss of the store keeper can 

rightly be replaced. I think this is a poor example to test the question. 

On the other hand, the question of hiding the Jews in the attack or the spies in Jericho is another 

question. For in this case you have a plain breaking of the commandment of God. There is never a time 

when lying is right. Satan is a liar and the father of it, John 8:44. And Satan’s devices may never be 

rightly used by the Christian. Not for any reason. Not to save a neighbor’s life, nor to save our own. We 

indeed may be too weak to stand in faith in such a situation, but it does not change the fact that to lie is 

sin. To lie with a woman not your wife is adultery no matter any supposed love that you may have for 

her, or any provocation that your wife has caused you, etc. The Scripture does never make exception 

for sin, nor may we. It is necessary to seek forgiveness often for our lack of faith. By the way in the 

example above, it would be much better to tell the Nazi’s that I will not cooperate with anything that 

you require of me that is contrary to the will of God. But you probably could have been shot, but then 

you would the more quickly have gone to be with your Lord. 

In the third place, not only ought you have “some against situation ethics,” but should be totally 

against situation ethics, which I really assume you are. Sin is not determined by what we think, or by 

the situation in which we are found, but by the objective word of God which He is pleased to reveal 

unto us. Things are so black and white. It is just that we do not want to conform to the will of God, and 

we desire the same thing as Satan and Adam did when they fell. They did not want to have God 

determine for them what was good or evil, but wanted instead to be in the place of God to determine 

for themselves what is good and evil. May God deliver us from this sin that so plagues us in this life. 



Remember to write your questions to me at revmo@mtc1.mtcnet.net. Also feel free to write follow 

up questions. ❖ 
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