
 

Pathfinder... Pathfollowers 

John Huizenga 

 
In December of 1996 a Delta II rocket roared from the Cape Canaveral Air Station carrying a 

space craft called “Pathfinder.” Once the rocket had carried Pathfinder beyond the clutches of earth’s 

gravity, it was released and sent on its mission to the planet Mars. Traveling at great speed, and 

watched closely by scientists with giant dish radio antennas, Pathfinder arrived at Mars in July of 1997. 

July 4 it fell toward the surface of Mars, its parachutes opened to slow its decent, and giant airbags 

filled up to cushion its landing on the alien landscape. Having come to its final destination after months 

of travel scientists instructed it to take a panoramic picture of its surroundings and sent out “Rover,” a 

little car designed to drive around and investigate the soil and rocks of Mars. Since landing, Pathfinder 

has sent many pictures and loads of scientific data back to earth via radio signals. 

What sort of path is Pathfinder trying to find? To where does the path lead? According to 

NASA, the immediate purpose of Pathfinder is to “demonstrate a simple, low-cost system, at fixed 

price for placing a science payload on the surface of Mars at 1/15 the Viking price tag.” (Viking was a 

spacecraft sent to Mars 20 years ago.) Pathfinder’s mission to Mars is only a part of the broader 

program of space exploration. The broader purpose of space exploration is to expand man’s knowledge 

of the creation and discover ways to enhance human life. The path sought is a path of knowledge that 

will lead to a better life for man. 

At bottom, Pathfinder is looking for a path that leads to a higher exaltation of man and final 

dominion over all. The knowledge and planning required to send a machine millions of miles and land 

safely on another planet is astounding. Newspapers reporting on the mission raised applause from 

millions around the world. What can be compared to the achievements of space explorers? The 

imaginations are further excited with ideas of sending man to Mars, creating an atmosphere suitable for 

sustaining life, and colonization of Mars. In pride, fallen man can only use the good gift of his mind to 

serve his own desires. Under the control of Satan, man hopes to find the path to dominion over the 

universe, a path upon which antichrist hopes to ride to victory. 

There is nothing wrong with a desire to explore and learn. Space exploration flashes new 

wonders of God’s creation before the eyes of man every day, but deep in the heart of so much space 

exploration today is the glory of man. Thus, as it has been since the fall of Adam, we find man robbing 

the glory of God and boasting in himself. Instead of saying “look at the wonders of creation” they say, 

“look at what we are able to find.” God’s manifestation of Himself is turned into man’s revelation of 

his own knowledge and skill. Though it is impossible to shield ones eyes from the manifestation of God 

in creation, sinful man has mastered the art of diverting his attention toward the satisfaction of his own 

desires. Space exploration has succeeded in gaining the admiration of multitudes because the 

technology needed to explore space is used in goods such as computers and faster cars. Natural man 

loves earthly riches. 

Though hoards flock down the paths found by man, let us not be distracted from the Path 

revealed to us by God. Two thousand years ago God unveiled the Way to eternal life of fellowship with 

God. God, in sovereign control of all creation, moved a star of the heavens to guide the wisemen to a 

child Who is the very being of God with man. He revealed Himself as the Word of God. He conquered 

death, cleansed our sins to make us righteous before God, showed us the Path, and leads us every day 

by the preaching of His word and the power of His Spirit. The Path revealed by God is the way to 

eternal life with God. What foolishness it is to be distracted by the paths of men which lead to eternal 

destruction. 

The Path revealed by God remains strong and pure today under the guidance of the Holy Spirit. 

God continues to move men who devote their lives to study the Path, develop the truths found in the 



Path, and lead God’s people as the under-shepherds of Christ on the Path toward heaven. There are no 

secret detours to be discovered by man. God does not leave man to find the Path on his own. God does 

not require a fee to enter the Path. God sends out His messengers to find His people and lead them to 

the Path. They come because God frees them from the bondage of sin and gives them the desire and 

sight to walk in His Path by faith alone. 

As we watch man explore and boast in himself, let us not forget that Christ reigns from the right 

hand of God. He has determined every move and achievement of man. God sent Pathfinder to Mars so 

that the world would see close up just one of the other worlds which He has created. The millions of 

dollars and hours spent by the most learned men in the world were spent to further the kingdom of 

Christ. The wonders being discovered by Pathfinder place praise in the lips of God’s people for the 

Creator and make the ungodly even more without excuse. 

Man in his foolishness refuses to follow the Path revealed by God. In foolishness he looks for 

his own paths. We are not pathfinders. The Path has been revealed. God has placed us on the Path. Be 

followers of the Path that leads to eternal life. Do not be distracted by the achievements of man as they 

seek their own paths. Be assured that Christ reigns over all things for you and for me. Christ makes the 

rockets and computers of man into the mere gravel upon which we walk on this earth toward our 

eternal reward in heaven. ❖ 
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