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What is diligence? Diligence is to consistently put forth all your effort into every thing you do. 

Anyone who puts forth as much effort as he can into everything he does (catechism, society, school, 

work, etc.) is diligent. 

Young person, do you do your school work as well as you can? Do you put a lot of effort into 

your catechism lesson? Do you go to society eager and ready to discuss? Are you diligent on the job? 

Consider the following examples. 

1) You are an intelligent young person. You do exceptionally well in school. You take the 

hardest courses and passed them all with A’s even though you don’t study very much. Several 

extracurricular activities demand much of your time and energy. Besides all this, you manage to spend 

a great deal of time with your friends. 

2) You have to work very hard to get decent grades, but most of the time you just don’t feel like 

studying. School work is a burden to you. The easier courses attract you, and then you know you can 

do well, but most of the time you pull poor grades anyway. You would rather socialize than work hard 

at you studies. 

3)You consider yourself to be a studious young person. Many nights of the week you open your 

books and sometimes do not get to bed until well after midnight. You are an average student who takes 

the challenging courses and pull B’s and C’s. When you are not studying, you are either working or 

spending some time with your family and friends. 

The last scenario is a good example of a diligent young person. This young person is well aware 

of his calling before God. He uses all his abilities to prepare himself for a life of service in the 

Kingdom of God. 

Graciously, God gives you, covenant young person many gifts. All that you are and have are 

gifts from His hand. These gifts must never be squandered, but they must be used to His honor and 

glory. Ephesians 10:31 “...whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory of God.” All who squander these gifts 

fall into great sin. 

Christ emphasizes your calling to be diligent in the parable of the talents recorded in Matthew 

25:18-31. In this parable, a master gave his servants his talents (money) before leaving for a far 

country. He gave five talents to one servant, two talents to another servant, and one talent to the third 

servant. The servants who had received five and two talents doubled the money they were given in their 

business dealings. The servant who received one talent buried the money in the ground. 

When the master returned, he was pleased with the servants who doubled his money in their 

business dealings, and he promised to make them rulers over many things. He was sorely displeased 

with the servant who buried his money, and he commanded him to give his money to the servant with 

the ten talents. He then commanded this servant to be thrown into outer darkness where there is 

weeping and gnashing of teeth. 

Christ is the master in this parable. After He ascended into Heaven, He poured out His Spirit 

upon us and now is able and willing to give us many spiritual, mental and physical gifts. Yes, He does 

give some of His people more gifts than others. Has Christ given you many abilities? Thank Him and 

ask Him for the grace to use all you have to glorify and honor His name. Has Christ blessed you with 

only a few gifts? You must not be ashamed and hide these gifts, but you must use them to His honor 

and glory. 

Consider Proverbs 13:4 where King Solomon writes “The soul of the sluggard desireth and hath 

nothing: but the soul of the diligent shall be made fat.” Think about this. God rewards those who put 

effort into their work but He withholds His blessing from those who are sluggards or lazy. 



Even wicked man sees his need to be diligent. He gets a good education so that he may be able 

to get a good job. Then he works very hard at one or even two jobs. He labors hard for that big 

paycheck. His diligence gets him riches and more riches. He has all that his heart desires, but he uses 

all his wealth in the service of sin. There is coming a day when he will lose all of his possessions 

including his body and soul which will be cast into Hell forever. 

Young person, continue to labor diligently on the job and make sure you are well prepared for 

catechism, school and society. Remember the words of Christ to the multitude who wanted to follow 

Him after He fed them with five loaves and two fishes. “Labor not for the meat which perisheth, but for 

that meat which endureth unto everlasting life, which the Son of man shall give unto you: for him hath 

God the Father sealed.” (John 6:27) 

Then on that day when Christ comes to take His Church to Himself, you will hear Him say to 

you, “Well done, thou good and faithful servant: thou hast been faithful over a few things, I will make 

thee ruler over many things: enter thou into the joy of thy Lord.” (Matthew 25:21) ❖ 
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