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Question:  

“Is it the duty of God-fearing parents to instruct their adolescent children with a 

view to their sexual life, and marriage?”  

Reply: 

Although I am not in agreement with the particular formulation of this question, my 

answer is positively in the affirmative. It is indeed the duty and calling of covenant parents to 

instruct their covenant children in the truths of the sacredness of sex and marriage. The reason I 

do not agree with the formulation of this question is, because it seems to proceed from the 

assumption, that this instruction should be some special instruction in this specific field, in dis-

tinction from all the rest. With this I cannot agree, and therefore I violently disagree with some 

modern pedagogues that we should have special courses on this subject. I do not believe that our 

life can be divided into various categories, but that it is the positive purpose of all covenant 

instruction to train the entire man of God unto every good work. I realize that in this era of 

specialization we speak of various fields of endeavor and therefore divide the instruction in 

different courses. Thus we have courses in Bible, in Reading, in History, in Ethics, in Morals, in 

Good Citizenship, etc., etc. . . Perhaps, this cannot be avoided, but the danger is that in this type 

of instruction our life is divided in various categories, while our life is one complete whole. Thus 

the apostle Paul emphasizes when he says “whether you eat or drink, do it all to the glory of 

God”, and John in the book of Revelation speaks of a holiness unto the Lord, that must 

characterize our whole life, even unto “the bells of the horses”. 

Thus also with a view to our sexual life and marriage, the Word of God must be our 

guide. That Word of God speaks continually of the beautiful significance of marriage, and the 

sacredness of sex. It repeatedly speaks of sins committed against this beautiful relationship both 

within and without the bonds of holy matrimony. Time and again it warns against the sin of adul-

tery, fornication, incest, onanism, and, sodomy, and speaks to us of the dreadful judgments of 

God upon these sins. Thus in a Christian home, where the Bible is read daily as a family, 

together with appropriate remarks, also this subject comes to the fore time and again. 

Added to this, the child in a Christian home, with Christian parents, sees the beauty of the 

marriage relationship in action. It sees the relationship of love and devotion between the parents, 

and how they bear one another’s burdens. 

Indeed, also here at times, sin reveals itself in its ugly and hideous forms, but by the grace of 

God, and the Spirit of Christ, this beautiful relationship reasserts itself in reconciliation and for-

giveness. 

Another important feature is the discipline in a Christian home, where the law of God is 

respected and obeyed, and where the child is taught to deny itself, and crucify its old nature. If 

the child, according to modern psychology, is continually allowed to assert itself, and have its 

own way, then this will certainly manifest itself also when the powerful sexual urges come to 

maturity. But if it has continually been instructed in the Law of God, and taught to deny itself for 

Christ’s sake, and to crucify our members which are upon the earth, then by the grace of God, 

this will also reveal itself in the child’s sexual life. 

I do believe that there comes a time in the life of each child, when both the father and 

mother should speak very frankly and openly with their son, or daughter, upon the subject of the 



sacredness and dangers of their sexual life. It is especially then that parents should not fail their 

children. And I am convinced that, according to the measure that we have trained our children as 

I have prescribed above, this should not be very difficult for any God-fearing parent. 
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