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From our very own confessions we will take a few statements that express quite clearly 

what we, living and believing- Christians, profess concerning ourselves and our sin. These 

quotations may be found in the Three Forms of Unity in the various articles that, speak of this 

subject. They are all worthy of a very careful study although that is not our purpose here. 

Concerning sin then, we believe: 

“From the fall and disobedience of our first parents proceeds our depravity according to 

which our nature is so corrupt that we are all conceived and born in sin; wholly incapable of 

doing any good, and inclined to all wickedness.” 

“By sin man separated himself from God, who has his true life, having corrupted his 

whole nature; whereby he made himself liable to corporal and spiritual death. And being thus 

become wicked, perverse, and corrupt in all his ways, he hath lost all his excellent gifts which he 

had received from God . . .” 

“We believe that, through the disobedience of Adam, original sin is extended to all man- 

kind; which is a corruption of the whole nature, and an hereditary disease, wherewith infants 

themselves are infected even in their mother's womb, and which produceth in man all sorts of sin 

. . .” 

“Man, revolting from God by the instigation of the devil, abused the freedom of his own 

will, forfeited his excellent gifts and entailed on himself blindness of mind, horrible darkness, 

vanity and perverseness of judgment, became wicked, rebellious, and obdurate in heart and will 

and impure in his affections. 

“Man is neither able nor willing to return to God . . .” 

In a word, we believe the TOTAL DEPRAVITY OF MAN! 

Important, it is that we maintain with all consistency this very fundamental truth because 

we are surrounded on every side by myriads of those who unashamedly teach the free will of 

man and openly deny the truth of our confession. They are as bold as the father of the lie they 

proclaim and many there are who are misled and deceived by this effrontery. Do not let them 

fool you! Stand firm on your confession! Free will and total depravity are mutually exclusive. If 

you choose the former you must deny the latter. 

Our confession of the truth concerning sin is also of great importance because of late this 

truth is tacitly denied by the proponents of the pernicious theory of “common grace.” Of course, 

those that believe this theory will not admit this but rather attempt to hide their difficulties under 

the cloud of “mystery” but those of us who are acquainted with the tenets of the second and third 

point of 1924 know that it is impossible to believe that “theory” and maintain the truth of the 

confessions we have quoted above. They, too, are mutually exclusive. And so, once more, be not 

deceived! Stand firm on your confession! 

(Before we then go on to the practical significance of this truth, permit me to ask 

especially you service-men a question. In your life in the armed forces, how do you observe the 

truth concerning “sin”? Do your surroundings indicate “a gracious attitude of God toward men in 

general, restraining sin in them and enabling them to do many things that are good” or do they 

indicate “blindness of mind, horrible darkness, vanity and perverseness of judgment, obduracy of 

heart and will and impurity in all affections?” What do you find even apart from what Scripture 

says on this matter?) 



But why then are we so insistent upon a sound and consistent profession of this truth and 

in what way does the acknowledging of this truth by faith affect our daily living? This is an im-

portant question in answer to which very much might be written but we confine ourselves to a 

few observations. 

Firstly, those who consciously live in the faith of this confession will never be able to 

boast or glory in themselves. This is one of the very fundamentals of true Christian living 

because the true Christian is adorned with the beautiful robe of humility and never that of pride. 

Pride is.the Christian’s shame. God hates and resists them that are proud and arrogant. Hence, 

one who is presumptuous and boasts in self cannot be a Christian. And yet, we all by nature do 

that very thing so that it is indeed important that we are brought to a full realization of our 

TOTAL DEPRAVITY so that all boasting may cease throughout our life. If we understand that 

“our minds are enmity against God,” it will be impossible to “glory in the freedom of our will.” 

Next, a full understanding of this truth will bring us penitently upon our knees before the 

throne of grace where we will seek the grace of deliverance from sin. One who does not know 

sin or does not see its horribleness and devastating power will not seek deliverance from it. And, 

without deliverance there is no ‘Christian living’ possible. The real essence of Christian living is 

a seeking after God and that means a fervent desire for complete redemption from the power of 

sin unto which we know we are so awfully enslaved. 

And so, if we realize our own wretchedness and know too, that salvation is found in God 

alone, the understanding of this truth will lead us to adore with deepest, thankfulness the un-

searchable riches of God and glory in the God of all grace. Our lives will then express 

thankfulness to Him. That is the life of the Christian. 

Without HIM we can do nothing for we are dead in sin! 

Let him that glorieth then glory in the Lord! To no higher end could the knowledge of the 

truth lead us than to this. And if you deny or distort the truth concerning “sin” you will not reach 

this end. 
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