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The news of this day in which I am writing these lines is that Prime Minister Churchill is 

in Washington visiting President Truman and having rather important conferences with him. 

This is also a good point from which to see the events as they are shaping. The important 

issue to be discussed is England’s participation in the European defense program. 

If we think back into history, we recall that it was England’s position in European affairs, 

as the leader, to play the balance of power as she wished. That is, she always took sides with that 

group of nations which was the weaker in order to keep down every challenger of her position. 

So far Churchill has tried to play the old role of Great Britain and stay aloof from active 

participation in the defense program in order that she may not have to relinquish any of her 

remaining prestige. She is certainly on the side of the Allies, but seeks to retain as much 

bargaining power as possible. The old prime minister is very able to use the few advantages that 

England still has and his power of persuasion, to gain a better position. 

General Eisenhower has insisted that Great Britain must contribute more to the European 

defense program. The European nations are awaiting these conferences of Churchill and the U. 

S. to see whether there will be that cooperation of England so necessary to its success. 

For a long time it has been a matter of speculation whether the nations of Europe would 

be able to unite together into one federation on the same sort of principle that we have a United 

States. It has often been the hope of many, because the cause of the modern wars was this lack of 

unity. Now because of the common need of preservation there is the beginning of unity. 

This unity, however, does not spell peace and security. It is because of the threat of 

Russian power that it is being formed. And the growing power of Europe and the United States 

only causes the enemy to determine to maintain a powerful control over the satellite countries 

and especially to control Asia which is the key to European and American prosperity. This 

contest of power only increases the fear of war. 

Besides, the important question is asked, is this federation of countries of Europe an 

advantage in other respects. It is a natural phenomenon that when such independent nations 

which have developed their own culture unite they lose their own freedom and also their power 

to produce a culture. Without thinking of their own institutions we consider their freedom of 

religion, and ask will this suffer? Theoretically it may be expressed that there is freedom of 

religion, but when the main purpose is to obtain political power in this world we know that 

religious freedom and especially religious ideals are lost. 

We may expect therefore, along with the present day movement to federate for power, 

that we are approaching the days when there is less tolerance for the true religion. 

A further consideration is the question, how successful will these movements at 

unification be? Viewing the present and the past history of these attempts we may expect it to be 

a much less cohesive power than the ancient powers of Greece and Rome. Greece and Rome had 

a culture to make the union more of a real union. We are now living in the days of the clay feet 

of the image of Nebuchadnezzar. 
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