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In our former essay we attempted to point out what Pelagianism is. We quoted rather 

extensively from Shedd’s “History of Doctrine” to give a factual account of the erroneous 

teaching of Pelagius. So evil is this teaching that our fathers dare to call it the teaching that has 

come forth from hell. We are certain that such it indeed is; our fathers do not use too strong 

language when thus speaking. 

In this essay we hope to point out briefly that very erroneousness of this teaching of 

Pelagius by contrasting it in its salient points with the Biblical teaching of the Augustianian—

Reformed faith. 

The first point to call for attention is: the erroneousness of the Pelagian teaching in regard 

to the original state and condition of the soul of man by virtue of creation. According to the 

Pelagian teaching the soul of man, that is, his mind and will were neither holy nor sinful. The 

mind and will of man were neither sinful nor holy, they were morally indifferent. They could 

become either of these two by the choice of man’s free-will, but as yet they were neither the one 

nor the other. Now this is a very grave and serious error having far-reaching consequences in the 

wrong direction; it really makes it impossible from here on to teach anything that even resembles 

sound doctrine according to godliness. It is the leaven of error that leaveneth the entire lump of 

Christian truth. But we are anticipating. We merely wish to point out here that the teaching 

concerning the original state and condition of man as taught by Pelagianism is wrong. What is 

the truth of the matter? It is this: man was created good and upright, rightly knowing His Creator; 

he was created in the image of God, in true knowledge, righteousness and holiness. Adam stood 

most positively in the fear of God. He was not morally indifferent but he was most positively 

holy. Man has once upon a time been able to keep the whole law! Such is the teaching of all of 

Scripture. 

The second point of error is that which concerns the nature of the fall of Adam and Eve in 

Paradise. 

What does Pelagius teach concerning the fall that is so erroneous? Hearken! Pelagius 

teaches the pestilent doctrinal error that Adam’s fall was not the fall of the entire human race 

represented by him. The fall of Adam did not effect a change in the soul, the mind and will of his 

posterity. Every man when born stands exactly where Adam stood when he was created. At birth 

every man’s soul especially his voluntary faculty (faculty of the will) is like that of the will of 

Adam at his creation. It is morally indifferent. The will of every child is not by nature refractory 

due to Adam’s sin and fall, but it is neither good nor evil; it can become either the one or the 

other depending on what a man makes of himself. The child is to be considered characterless, 

without a will that decides either for the good or for the evil. Each individual man afterbirth 

begins his own life of willing either good or evil, originates his own character, and decides his 

own destiny by the choice of either right or wrong. 

Now what is wrong with this teaching? 

We believe that this heresy is a denial of the Fall in Adam and of the total depravity of 

man as he is by nature; it is a denial that our children are born and conceived in sin; an attempted 

mortal blow it is at the very heart of the Christian religion. For the truth of the matter is that we 

have all become so depraved through the fall of Adam and Eve in Paradise, that we hate God and 

cur neighbor. We cannot do good before God, cannot will, to do the good except we are born 



again by the Holy Spirit of Christ. This error is the necessary error following from the first error 

stating that man was created indifferent. And certainly these two errors lead to a multitude of 

other teachings which stand diametrically opposed to the blessed tidings of good things in Jesus 

Christ, our Lord. 

As might be expected Pelagius also teaches the error concerning man’s in ability to ever 

save himself and again return to the favor of God. According to Pelagius it is entirely possible 

for man to live a perfectly sinless and holy life; there have been men who have lived such a life, 

even among the heathen. The grace of the Holy Spirit is not absolutely necessary for man unto a 

life of holiness; the grace of God only makes the life of holiness more easily attainable; however 

apart from the grace of the Holy Spirit one can very well live a perfect life. Of course, grace is 

not really grace in the mouth of Pelagius. Grace is simply the help and stimulation and warning 

of the law to break with wrong habits of the sinful use of a “free-will,” Grace is not an 

efficacious power whereby we are inwardly renewed in our will and powerfully and 

efficaciously enlightened in our mind to see the Kingdom of heaven. Grace is no longer grace; it 

is simply diluted and denatured into works. 

The real error of Pelagianism is that it stumbles at the Word of the Cross in Jesus Christ, 

it is simply the wisdom of man dashing itself to pieces on the Word of the Cross. 
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