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“The thing that hath been, it is that which shall be; and that which is done is that which shall be 

done; and there is no new thing under the sun. Is there anything whereof it may be said, See, this 

is new? it hath been already of old time, which was before us” 

Ecclesiastes 1:9, 10. 

The Preacher, the son of David, was certainly looking at the dark side of things when he 

penned these words of Ecclesiastes 1, wasn’t he? Surely, it isn’t quite as dismal as he pictures it 

to be. 

ALL, is not vanity, is it? 

There are many joys in this life and much satisfaction and pleasure to be derived and 

enjoyed from “all the works that are done under the sun.” 

It is quite true that these pleasures and enjoyments do not last as long as we would like 

them to and there is often much that is bitter amongst the sweet, But if we try to overlook and 

forget about our sorrows and set our mind on the pleasant things of life and enjoy ourselves with 

what we have, we can find happiness. 

We are entering upon a new year (1952). 

We have passed another milestone. 

We are called to say something in regard to 1951 and also in regard to 1952. Shall we 

say, “there is no new thing under the sun?” 

Certainly, when we see the rapidly changing scene and the tremendous advance of man in 

every field of endeavor it seems illogical to say “there is no new thing.” Why, there’s something 

new every morning. It is almost impossible to recognize the world of today as being the same as 

that of, let us say, 1900. How then can this be? 

What we have advanced thus far is based solely upon human reasoning and superficial 

observation, as a person devoid of true wisdom and having no knowledge of God’s holy word, 

would look at and appraise things. 

God’s word is true and every man a liar. 

We may not reason from carnal observation and from human philosophy apart from His 

holy revelation. So, when His word speaks and says “there is no new thing under the sun,” we 

also say the same after Him: 

1952 will be just like 1951 was; nothing new; nothing different. 

Some will be born; some will die. 

Some will be ill; others will be restored. 

Some will be sad; some will be glad. 

Some will become rich; others become poor. 

So it has always been and so it will always be—“Vanity of vanities, saith the Preacher, 

vanity of vanities; ALL is VANITY.” 

The old year of 1951, with all its happenings is settled. It was a good year; a year filled 

with God’s mercies and bounties. 

He dealt not with us according to our sins and counted not our iniquities against us. He 

sent chastisements, sorrows and pains. He sent some of our boys out from us, taking them from 

our homes and firesides. Yes, He even sent sickness and death but He did it all in His love. 

ALL that he did was well done. He knows the end from the beginning. 



He sent us joy and gladness for we know that He does all these things and that He does 

them well. Thanks be unto Him alone. 

* * * * * 

1952: Glories of Glories 

“All things are passed away; behold, all things are become new.” 

II Corinthians 5:17b. 

A glorious year is dawning. 

A year is dawning filled with hope and joy for those who are new creatures in Christ 

Jesus. 

We have passed another milestone, it is true, but each milestone brings us nearer to that 

eternal dawn which shall usher us into His presence. 

With this glorious goal; this inheritance incorruptible and undefiled in view, put off the 

old man, which is corrupt according to the deceitful lusts; and put on the new man which after 

God is created in righteousness and true holiness. 

The things temporal, which we can see, are always the same, although they may often 

charge their forms and shapes but the things eternal and of God, are always new, for He is the 

one who says— Rev. 21:5—“Behold, I make all things new.” 

We enter then upon this new year of 1952 assured that it will be a good year; a 

prosperous year, regardless of how things and circumstances may belie this fact. 

We look for a new heaven and a new earth; and for those who SO walk “seeking by faith 

a better country,” the Lord has this precious promise— “I will be your God and ye shall be my 

people.” 

Come what may—Whether war or peace; destruction or tranquility—He will be the same 

yesterday, today and forever—In 1951—in 1952—and unto all eternity. Glory of Glories! 
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