
The High Calling 
Louis Regnerus 

 

 

The High Calling by James Street published by Doubleday and Co., Inc. Garden City, New 

York. 

“The High Calling” is a sequel to James Street’s earlier publication, “The Gauntlet.” In 

“The Gauntlet” we read of the experiences of a young Baptist Preacher when he was first 

ordained in the ministry. In his later novel the author tells of this same minister twenty years later 

when he again returns to the scene of his first pastorate, Linden, Missouri. 

London Wingo was a man in his early forties when he decided to accept a call to the new 

Plymouth Baptist Church. It was not that he was dissatisfied with his huge Kansas City 

congregation, but in his opinion the education of his motherless daughter would not be complete 

until she had lived and worked in a small rural community. Hence the change. Enroute to his 

new church, Dr. Wingo meets Benton Andrews who owns a radio station in Linden and who 

prides himself in being an atheist. Strange as it may seem, Benton Andrews’ son decides to 

become a minister. The resulting clashes and misunderstanding between an atheistic father and a 

son who aspired to the ministry is one of the fundamental themes of the story. When Dr. Wingo 

arrives at his destination he meets many of the people he had known twenty years before in his 

earlier ministry. His daughter Paige is a beautiful girl who shows the character of a child who has 

an indulgent father and no mother. She is a young lady who knows what she wants and doesn’t, 

hesitate going about getting it. 

Soon after their arrival in Linden, Paige gets a job with Benton Andrew’s radio station. 

This results in her and Benton’s son Vance being together quite a bit and, true to form, they fall 

in love. London Wingo also meets a school teacher in his new flock whom he ultimately falls in 

love with. The story ends just previous to their marriage. 

While I do not consider the book to be without significance, neither do I feel any 

inclination to applaud it as a masterpiece. The story is well written and is probably most 

distinguished by its human and its sympathetic portrayal of a man in a field that is looked upon 

with scorn by our present day society. Yet I think the book has one fundamental error. The 

Author has attempted to write about a Baptist minister but he does not in my opinion define or 

make any attempt to explain Baptist doctrine or theology. You would not, for instance, write a 

book about Martin Luther without expounding quite thoroughly the truths Luther taught and the 

Reformation of his day. Hence when James Street writes a book about a Baptist minister, I am 

not concerned primarily whether he wears a hat or goes bare headed, but I would like to know 

the fundamental and basic doctrines of the Baptist church and how they harmonize with the 

Word of God. I think that is essential. 

If Mr. Street’s presentation of the Baptist church is accurate then it really is not a church. 

Dancing, movies, popular music and all the things that we as Reformed people cannot indulge in 

are spoken of and done with no restraint whatever. Probably we should remember that, the book 

is fiction and as such is also the result of the Author’s imagination. However, that does not 

change the content. If you read for relaxation only you may enjoy the book. However, if you are 

seeking for knowledge or a better understanding of the Baptist religion you are wasting your 

time. 
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