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Question-  

I have this question: 

At Peniel there wrestled with Jacob (Gen. 32:24-31) a “man” who at the close of 

the struggle turned out to be “The Angel of the Lord.” 'What did it all mean? 

What did the Lord have to say to Jacob through that experience? 

Reply- 

To understand this event in Jacob's life we must set out with the following remark. In 

those ancient times it was considered right and proper that the oldest son receive most of his 

father’s estates and goods and the rule over the clan or family at his father’s demise. This was 

known as the birthright. In the families of the three patriarchs—Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob—it 

would include the “promise” all that the promise held forth, in the final instance, Christ and all 

the blessings of His cross. 

Now Esau was the first-born. Yet God hated Esau and loved Jacob and gave him the 

promise. This was not doing Esau any injustice. For Esau was an ill deserving sinner, lost and 

undone. In the sight of God he could have no rights except the right to be damned. And this was 

just as true of Jacob. Yet God chose him unto life everlasting in Christ. Accordingly the Lord 

also brought Jacob into being as a child of grace in Christ and commanded him to fight the good 

fight of faith; and in the way of this warfare Jacob would supplant, overcome, Esau, 

representative of the world that lies in darkness and reprobated, and inherit the promise. This was 

his calling. It was pre-indicated by his taking his brother by the heel in the womb. He must 

supplant his brother by faith. Of this he was also continually being reminded even by the name 

that by divine direction was given him. Jacob they had called him, thus supplanter. Such is the 

meaning of this name. A meaningful name is this name Jacob. It is a name by which every saint 

desires to be known, as appears from the Scriptures at Isa. 44:4-6, “I will pour my Spirit upon 

thy seed. . . And they shall spring up among the grass, as willows by the water courses. And one 

shall say, I am the Lord’s; and another shall call himself by the name of Jacob. . . 

Jacob’s calling was plain also to himself. He must overcome by faith and not by making 

his flesh his arm and relying upon that arm to get him the victory. 

And yet that was often his sin. He was making flesh his arm when he got the profane 

Esau, weary from the hunt and famished, to sell him his birthright, for a mess of food. Certainly 

his imagining that through that carnal transaction he had gotten hold of the blessing, was vain. 

Then on a day Isaac was sitting in his tent calculating to bless Esau, his elder son, when 

he should have returned to him with the venison. As instructed and pushed along by his frantic 

mother, Jacob passed himself off on his aged and blind father as Esau and was blessed of him. 

Once more he had made his flesh his arm. And once more apparently his arm had gotten him the 

victory. 

Jacob entered the employ of Laban for twenty long years. Could Laban have gotten his 

way with this fugitive from the results of his sin—Esau was determined to kill him—he would 

have left the service of his uncle empty handed. Yet he returned to Canaan with nearly all of 

Laban’s possessions. He had applied the arts of his trade. (I refer to his doing with those pilled 

rods). Once more apparently his own arm had gotten him the victory, this time over Laban. 

Jacob was now returning to the promised land. They had arrived at the brook Jabbok. It 

was midnight. Jacob had sent all that was to him over the brook and he remained alone. Of a sud-



den a “man” came forth from the darkness. He threw himself upon Jacob and a struggle ensued. 

Jacob put forth a great effort to gain the ascendency over his mysterious antagonist, but to no 

avail. He was unable to overcome the man. He gathered his strength for another try, when the 

“man” touched the hollow of his thigh and lo! he hung helpless in the “man’s” arms. For his 

thigh was out of joint. 

By that one touch of the “man’s” hand he was made to realize, as in the twinkling of an 

eye, that it was the Lord against whom he was pitting his carnal strength in the attempt to 

overcome Him, God Almighty. What unutterable folly! 

Yet verily that precisely was the vain business in which Jacob had been engaged not 

merely in the hour of that night but at intervals through the years. His getting the famished Esau 

to sell him the birthright in exchange for some food—what was that doing other than an attempt 

to overcome God and secure the blessing by the employment of the weapons of the flesh. For 

Esau was nothing in himself. He lived and moved and had his being in God so that in this point 

of view it was always God with whom Jacob had to do and with whose power he was matching 

his carnal ingenuity. 

But here at the Jabbok he learned his lesson. As enlightened by the Spirit he perceived 

what the Lord was saying to him through that visitation. It was this: that he must wrestle with 

God indeed for the blessing but as armed with the weapons of the Spirit—with prayer of true 

contrition, and confession of sin and of faith in Christ and His Father. And so he did. Especially 

the Scriptures at Hosea 12:4 make this clear. Here the statement occurs, “Yea, he (Jacob) had 

power over the angel and prevailed: he wept and made supplication unto him. . .” And as so 

weeping and supplicating he clave to the Lord, the God of his salvation, when finally the Lord 

said to him (Gen.32:26), “Let me go for the day breaketh.” Not that the Lord would leave him 

there without hearkening unto his cry, but this He said only to inspire Jacob to cleave to Him all 

the more. And so he did as he sobbed, “I will not let Thee go, except Thou bless me.” His prayer 

was heard. The Lord now said to him, “What is thy name?” He replied, “Jacob.” The Lord said 

to him, "Thy name shall be called no more Jacob”. By these words the Lord was not freeing him 

of this name. How could this be, if as was shown, the Lord by His Spirit would inspire the 

spiritual seed of this penitent to call themselves by this very name—Jacob (Isa. 44). The name is 

really retained and its meaning enriched by the addition of another. “But Israel (shall thy name 

be called); for thou hast wrestled with God and with men and hast prevailed.” He is Jacob, is this 

the penitent, the supplanter of Esau, of the world, through faith and the good fight or wrestling of 

faith. And verily he overcomes. And his victory is again his faith, which is equivalent to saying 

that his victory is Christ. And therefore he is also Israel. Wrestling with God and with man, he 

prevails. That is the new element of thought contained in the name "Israel.” He prevails, does 

this wrestler, for he weeps and makes supplication. He must not therefore anymore be called 

merely a Jacob. For, this supplanter, wrestler, has power—with God and with men. The two 

names supplement each other. 

(It is evident what a mistake it is to take the name “Jacob” as born by this patriarch to 

mean supplanter in the sense of deceiver and to, make it apply to the sinful nature of this saint 

and the name “Israel” to the new-born man in him.) 

This penitent has power with. God indeed. And what a power he has with God now! 

Behold, God clasps him to his heart in Christ and by His Spirit He whispers in his soul these very 

words, “Thou are Israel. For thou hast power with God and with men, and hast, prevailed.” In a 

word, God blesses him there. Thus he knows that he is Israel. For God tells him so. And he has 

peace. And what God will do for him? Everything! God will cleanse him from all his sins and 



clothe him with perfection and glory and give him and his seed all things in Christ. For he is 

Jacob-Israel. 

The Lord made special mention of Jacob’s having wrestled also with men; with Esau, 

with Laban with the world that lieth in darkness. The reference here is not to his past carnal 

doings certainly, but to the good fight of faith that through the years he in principle had been 

fighting by the mercy of God. The view that at the Jabbok Jacob was regenerated and converted 

and that previously he was devoid of essential goodness is untenable in the light of the 

Scriptures. He was a true believer all his life but a believer with only a beginning of true 

obedience as are all God’s people as long as they lie in the midst of their death. Here at the 

Jabbok the Lord lifted him up to a higher spiritual level. As never before he tasted that the Lord 

is good. And therefore he craved to know more of God, his wonderful friend. And so he said to 

the Lord, “Tell me, I pray thee, thy name,” by which is to be understood a full revelation of 

God’s glories in the face of Christ. But he lived among the shadows of the Old Dispensation. In 

the words of John, the Spirit was not yet. Hence he was not yet prepared for the reception of that 

which he asked. And so the Lord replied, “Wherefore is it that thou dost ask after my name?” 

Wherefore? Because the Lord had created in him a thirst after God. And therefore the Lord also 

granted his request in a measure. For the statement that follows reads, “And the Lord blessed him 

there.” 

“And Jacob called the name of the place Peniel,” meaning: before God’s face. For says 

Jacob, “I have seen God’s face and lived.” He, apart from God’s grace, a vile sinner—he saw 

God’s, face not frowning but smiling down upon him. For he wept and made supplication. And 

therefore he lived! He perished not. What a wonder! wonder of God’s grace. 
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