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Wm. O. Douglas has written an interesting and worthwhile book, entitled “Strange Lands 

and Friendly People." 

This is a description of his travel through the Middle East and Asia, thru such lands as 

Persia, Iraq, Syria, Palestine, and India. He travelled the roads that were not usually travelled by 

tourists and was able to meet the common people as well as the leaders of the different places 

visited. He discussed the problems of the individual countries as well as the world problems 

which are today so closely related. 

Several points of view are presented about the present problems. From memory I recall 

the following: a) that the way to help Asia in its present crisis is not with dollars but with educa-

tion; b) that the demand of all the peoples of Asia is for freedom from outside domination; c) that 

there is an awakening of these peoples to their potential in the world. 

The last chapter contains a summary. From it we read the following, “The world is 

different than we in America have thought. Asia is in revolution. There are rumblings in every 

village from the Mediterranean to the Pacific. A force is gathering for a mighty effort. We think 

of that force as Communistic. Communists exploit the situation, stirring every discontent and 

making the pot boil. The revolutions which are brewing are not, however, Communistic in origin 

nor will they end even if Soviet Russia is crushed thru war. The revolutionaries are hungry men 

who have been exploited from time out of mind.  This is the century of their awakening and 

mobilization." 

As the title of the book suggests, Douglas conceives of: these peoples as friendly. They 

were friendly, to him, and will be to the United States or any country which aids them in their 

program of progress. 

The thesis is certainly true that capital and military help cannot be the means to gain these 

countries, as allies. Aid such as that often awakens a fear of the power who possesses and gives 

it. For it is human to seek to gain with giving. Only real friendship will gain friends. 

The question is, however, can we expect a real friendship of those nations which have 

been, to a certain extent at least, used to add to our growth and wealth? Can we expect friendship 

from men who make mistakes because of their greed and selfishness? Is such idealism the result 

of the teaching of the Word of God and history? 

This book stirs our interest in these areas of the world which will play the important part 

in future events. It increases our knowledge of these lands and will serve to arouse our interest 

for further study in the past history of these peoples, especially since they also are the lands 

which concern the history of the Bible. It causes us to realize that as true as it was before the first 

coming of the Christ, that all the nations were used by the Lord to prepare for the coming event 

of the birth of His Son, so true is it now that they are playing the part determined by God to 

prepare for the Second Coming of our Saviour. 
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