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The Street Singer is a novel of old New Orleans. The story has its setting in New Orleans 

immediately after the city was given to the Spanish by the French. The citizens, many of whom 

are of French parentage, rebel against Spanish rule. Rene Duval, one of the main characters of 

the story, is one of the leaders of the rebellion. 

The leading character of the novel is Gabrielle Bronte. She appears first as a poor, but 

charming, street singer. Her mother has died. Her father is seriously ill. Gabrielle and her father 

had come to the city to find his half-sister. They found that she had left for France earlier after 

freeing her slaves. They are staying by one of these former slaves, Marthe, as our story begins. It 

is here that Gabrielle’s father is lying nearing death. Gabrielle is singing on the street, trying to 

collect enough money to enable her to purchase the much needed medicine for her father. She is 

discouraged. Marthe, with her simple, childlike faith, introduces the Bible into her life. 

When Gabrielle’s father dies she is tempted to commit suicide. As she stands on the brink 

of the river, Rene discovers her and takes her home to his mother. Gabrielle and Mrs. Duval 

become intimate friends. Gabrielle, seeing her great sin, prays for deliverance. 

Rene has already been carrying on a courtship with Celeste, a niece of the governor of 

New Orleans. Now he is attracted to Gabrielle also. 

The author weaves an interesting story, touching on both the social and political life of 

Rene. The reader is surprised several times by the sudden turn of events. The story continues 

until at last Gabrielle is ready to give her life to save Rene’s. 

The author draws a dark picture of those who are not Christians and paints a bright 

picture of those who are. Gabrielle and Rene are idolized while Celeste and others are portrayed 

as darkly as possible. 

The reader will no doubt realize immediately that all the acts of Gabrielle were not acts of 

faith. Even the act which climaxes all that makes her a heroine is steeped in sin and would 

necessarily come from a weak or false faith, although it is not presented as such by the author. 

The book is well worth reading, if not for its spiritual value, then at least for its literary 

value. 
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