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Hey, fellows! You’re slipping! Only two letters for this month!! Must be no one has 

anything to say. We thought you were all letter writers, so we don’t have anyone to take your 

place. I’ll grant you, I don’t like to write letters, but I do like to receive them, so that means I 

write them whether I like to or not. Otherwise, you know what happens. So how about helping 

me out? You see, I’m supposed to have at least four pages for each issue of Beacon Lights, and 

this time it looks like there will only be, at the most, two pages. 

Seriously, though, if you have any complaints, let us know. Perhaps you have some ideas 

as to what you’d like to see in “your” column. Another thing, I’ve heard rumors that some of you 

don t want to write because, oh, perhaps your spelling isn’t up to par, you don’t have enough to 

say, etc. We don’t care about these things!!! After all, some of you are in Germany or Japan, but 

wherever you are things are a lot different than back home. So why not tell us about it? 

I’ll end my part by saying: Just LET US HEAR FROM YOU!!!! 

And now for our first letter, which is from Harry Pieksma, from our Bellflower Church: 

“This letter is serving a two-fold purpose. First of all I want to give you my thanks for 

sending the Beacon Lights each month. Toward the end of the month I always find myself 

looking for Beacon Lights. I never thought as much of our magazine as I have since enlisting in 

the Air Force. Now it is an important link between myself and the Church. 

“My second purpose for this letter is a change in address. 

“My home is in Bellflower, Calif. I am 1400 miles from home, but it is only 4 hours and 

10 minutes by air. Last month I made the trip. Was it ever wonderful to get home again! 

“Here at Sheppard I am taking the B-36 course. The maintenance of the craft will some-

day be my duty here. That is a lot of work, for the B-36 is the “World’s Largest Bomber.” 

“Once again, thanks for Beacon Lights, 

Yours in Christ, 

Pfc. Harry W. Pieksma A F 19-387-803 3758 Student Tng. Sqd., Sheppard A.F.B., Texas” 

We’re glad to hear that you fellows are enjoying Beacon Lights, and thank you for taking the 

time to let us hear from you, Harry. 

* * * * * 

Another is from Ernie Van Weelden, who many of you will remember: 

“Dear Christian Friends: 

“I received my first Beacon Lights a few weeks ago. I enjoyed it very much. Also our 

other church papers, and Radio Sermons. These and our Bible are our spiritual food here. The 

army chaplains haven’t much spiritual food for us, as Prot. Ref. servicemen. For we find our-

selves mixed in with the youth of the wicked world in which we live. We must ever be on our 

guard, lest we fall into the temptations which they have to offer. Drinking, gambling and 

profanity is part of their everyday life from early morning until night. They have their movies 

over here, too. It’s nothing to be left alone in the tent when they have a movie. Many times life 

looks gloomy; but we must not be disheartened. For behind the scene is the hand of God. Let us 

fear Him, and know that He brings His judgments upon men for their wickedness, and that our 

salvation is in His son, our Lord Jesus Christ. 

I remain, 

Your friend in Christ, 



Pfc. Ernest A. Van Weelden, US 55-068-052, 25th M.P. Co., A.P.O. 25, c/o P.M., San Francisco, 

Calif.” 

Thanks for writing, Ernie, and also for the picture. 
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