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We find that two of our servicemen have recently been discharged, namely John 

Bekendam from Redlands, and Carl Idema from First Church. Our first news item comes from 

Ernie Van Weelden from our Oskaloasa church, and he writes that he received his first copy of 

Beacon Lights since being overseas and that he enjoys it very much. Thanks for writing us Ernie, 

and we’ll look forward to receiving a letter when you have time. 

We received a letter from Bill Faber from First Church, and we’d like to thank him for 

taking time out: 

“I thought it was about time I dropped a line to let you know how I’m doing. I want to 

thank the staff first of all for sending the Beacon Lights. It really is appreciated, it brings us 

closer together with our own people, and I think all the boys will agree to that. 

“So far I have been in the Army over 8 months and have been very fortunate. I was 

stationed at Ft. Sheridan for 7 months in the M P.’s. Now I am on detached service in 

Minneapolis, Minnesota. I have a clerk’s job in the Military Police Office. We have a detach-

ment of about 38 men who ride trains and see that all Military Personnel are kept out of trouble, 

and also men who are AWOL (absent without leave) are picked up. It is surprising how many 

men go AWOL and it’s usually those men who are the ones who get into trouble. Just the other 

day we picked up a man who was a deserter since 1943. 

“I don’t know how long I will be stationed up here. My orders read for an indefinite 

period of time. In the Army you don’t know what will happen from one minute to the next, you 

just have to follow orders. But we were called for a reason, and we must make the best of it. 

They say “You will find a home in the Army,” but I never did yet. A Christian can’t be at home 

in the midst of worldly people. It surely will be swell to be amongst the Prot. Ref. people again. 

Until later. 

Your Christian Friend, 

Pvt. William Faber, U.S. 55074021 5107 A.S.U. M.P. Det., Hotel Dyckman Minneapolis, 

Minnesota.” 

* * * * * 

Another letter comes from a Manhattenite, Al Visser. He’s one fellow we can really 

count on, so keep up the good work, Al. 

“I came back from Chapel services a short while ago. Now that I haven’t too much to do, 

I figured I might as well drop you a line and let you know the new address. We drifted over the 

pond, finally, and arrived here in Germany. After leaving the ship, they took us to this place 

close to Mannheim. We have swell quarters here, wonderful barracks. I am enjoying my stay 

here so far. I’ve been out on a pass just once, but they are holding tight to the passes. 

That is it for now, so I’ll sign off, and I’ll send along a picture of myself for Beacon 

Lights. 

Sincerely, 

Pfc. Albert P. Visser, U.S. 56092529 Btry. “B” 95th AAA Gun Bn., APO 46, c/o Postmaster 

New York, New York.” 

 

Seems as if only fellows from Manhatten have time to write this month, as we have 

received a letter from Harold Moss, “somewhere in Germany.” 



“Well, it’s high time I write you once more, as it has been quite some time since I wrote 

to you. Since the last time, a lot of things have happened and I have gone far out across the ocean 

blue to a really beautiful land. As I write, it is Saturday morning, and we are out on maneuvers, 

or otherwise known as simulated war action. Our job for the present is to give anti-aircraft 

protection to Div. Trans., which is where all supplies come from, food, clothing, ammunition and 

transportation, and even the medics are included in it. So our part is not too bad as we are at 

present about 15 miles behind the main battle front. We have been out here for nearly a week 

now. The actual battle part did not start until one minute after midnight Friday morning, and will 

last til Oct. 1st. From there we go into another maneuver, just like this one, only it will last from 

Oct. 3rd to Oct. 10th. 

“The weather has been pretty nice up until today, but it looks like rain now. I suppose it 

will have to rain so as to make it all complete in everything. 

“Since I have arrived in Germany I have crossed it 3 times already. From Bremerhaven 

down to Mannheim and then back to the Danish border and back to Mannheim again. Every mile 

I have traveled here I sure have enjoyed, as, it is really a beautiful land. From what I have seen of 

the States, I have yet to see any part of it that can compare to this in any way. I always thought 

Montanta was beautiful, as do many people, but this outshines it by far. I could easily elaborate 

on it some more but it would only fill a book, so I will just say I would not miss it for anything, 

although I would sooner be seeing it on my own, than under the Army, but then it is free in a 

way, this way. I always used to dream of taking a honeymoon trip out in Europe, and now more 

than ever I do. Seeing as how I am still single, I may yet get a chance, the Lord willing, that is. It 

is a picturesque country everywhere you care to go. 

“I have been to Heidelberg for a while one day, and saw the Heidelberg castle which is 

very amazing, in the fact that it is still in very fine condition. It seems like the castles were not 

touched in the past war at all, which is really wonderful. 

“Right now, I am only a few miles from an old buddy of mine and a friend of yours, Al 

Visser. As of now, we have not met each other. I hope as soon as we get done with maneuvers I 

can get a pass to see him. He is stationed in Mannheim, which from his last letter, supposed to be 

his permanent camp. While mine is some miles from there at Mainz. As of this writing we have 

not yet been near our permanent camp. During the time I have been here, I have lived in tents 

most of the time. I have spent only 13 days in barracks and these were sure wonderful. We have 

been living in tents due to the fact that our barracks at Mainz are not ready for us, but will be 

when we are finished out here in the field. 

“It is amazing how fast this country has gotten back on its feet. As one does not find 

much evidence of the past war out in the country. In the large towns and cities, you can find lots 

of wrecked buildings, but the rubble has been pretty well cleaned away. Lots of new buildings 

are going up in the place of wrecked ones. Most of the farms are growing wonderful crops, 

though right now most of them are stored away. The people here seem to live in constant fear of 

the Russians, for they almost all say something about the Russians being no good, and the like. It 

really is a shame that one nation must always be living in fear of another, but I suppose it is one 

more of the Lord’s ways, and His ways are past finding out. 

“Before I started I just finished reading the August issue of Beacon Lights 

which I just recently received, and enjoyed it very much. Especially the article of Dr. Schuiler 

and Youth Society of Chatham. I must whole-heartedly agree with Dr. Schuiler, as we must 

never say we are the only True church, and all others are false, for then we are as nearly bad as 

the Pharisees of Jesus’ day. 



Now as for Communion, I have an idea of my own, which may be wrong or again, it may 

be right. I do partake of it here once in a while, but I try and think of our Form for the Lord’s 

Supper, and then I partake as an individual, and at the same time think of the True church in 

Christ, and my church back home. If I partook of it as a group with the rest, I never could do it, 

as too many of the boys here take it too lightly. 

Well, I am going to sign off for now,—with my appreciation for getting Beacon Lights, as I 

enjoy every bit of it. 

A Friend in the Lord, Harold, 

Cpl. Harold F. Moss, U.S. 56092759 Btry “D” 94th AAA, AW, Bn. (S.P) APO 42 c/o P. M. 

New York, New York. 

Thanks for writing us: such a swell letter, Harold, and we know the rest of the fellows are 

going to enjoy reading it as much as the staff has. Any time you fellows have spare time, why 

not drop us a line? After all, just because you write us one letter, is no sign we don’t like to hear 

from you oftener. If it doesn’t get in one issue, it’s sure to get in the next, and as I’ve been told, 

who doesn’t like to see their ‘stuff’ in print? 
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