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“Look at the tree, Shelomith. It has been buffetted by the winds—the burning sirocco 

from the East, the blasts from the Great Sea, the hot desert winds from below Kirriot, the wet 

winds that rush down from the north. It has been buffetted, Shelomith, and it has bent beneath 

the fury of the tempest, but it has never yielded. It has always lived in danger. Danger presses 

upon its roots. It stands on the rim of the precipice. It has never been away from the very brink of 

destruction. Yet it has stood. 

“May the God of Israel grant me such a life! May I be hard and tough and unyielding, 

and may I tread the borders of destruction and yet not fall into the abyss! 

“Then I shall accomplish what I swore to do.” 

Judas, born in a time of violence and sworn to vengeance, is the central figure in this new 

novel by LeGette Blythe. 

As a little boy Judas was witness to the horrible death of his Uncle Bezek. Bezek was a 

member of a band known as the Zealots. This was an underground organization that defied the 

Roman conquerors and took it upon themselves to raise insurrection against Rome. Crucifixion 

was the punishment meted out to these Zealots who were captured and so it was that Judas’ 

Uncle Bezek also died such an agonizing death. 

Ever in Judas’ eyes was to burn the memory of that scene of terrible death; ever his ears 

were to ring with Bezek’s dying injunction. He was to go south to Kiriot, in the desert country of 

Judas, wait there till the Romans had grown soft and lost an edge of their cunning, and then he 

was to return to Galilee and raise another revolt that would drive the Roman eagle from the 

ancient and holy land. 

Grown to manhood, Judas kept this purpose of his life fixed, a mission consecrated by 

dying words. Once the great day of vengeance had come and the Romans were driven into the 

sea, he would be free to marry Shelomith, his beloved, niece of the High Priest Caiaphas, and 

live with her near the tree by the precipice, buffeted, twisted, imperiled, but unyielding. 

Then a strange force came into Judas’ life. One day a tall young man in dusty robes was 

pointed out by the prophet John. Judas heard the stranger identified as one Jesus, of the 

household of a Nazareth carpenter. John the Baptist spoke of this man, spoke of him as one 

whose shoestrings he would be unworthy to loose. Judas’ heart stirred and beat rapidly within 

him. Could this Jesus be the Messiah of ancient prophecy, so long awaited? 

In the months to come Judas was to grow well acquainted with Jesus of Nazareth. He 

accompanied Jesus on His rounds of teaching in the villages, on the lake, and in the countryside. 

He heard words that fascinated him and at the same time set his brain in a whirl —the gospel of 

love in a brain dedicated to hate. But he saw the wideness of a miraculous power greater than 

nature and stronger than all the force of man. 

Then the momentous thought came to him. Here was the power to crush Rome. He, 

Judas, would turn and use that power, would turn it from the weakness and folly of love, and he 

would use it to work the liberation of Zion. He would force the Messiah to declare Himself the 

King of His chosen people and set up His throne in Jerusalem. He, Judas, would betray his 

Master to the temple leaders and Rome so that in order to save himself, this mighty man of God 

would call forth His legions of angels and unseat Israel’s captors and raise again the kingdom of 



Israel. 

“A Tear For Judas” mounts to a climax in the disclosure of a man whose name has 

become a symbol of man’s failure to recognize the divinity of his own soul. The author would 

have Judas earn a tear of compassion. He is a portent of passions we know—ambition, greed, 

revenge. Judas’ tree of life plunged at last into the abyss. 

Such is the betrayer of the Christ presented in this story. The author would have us 

believe that really in his heart Judas did not mean to betray the Christ. In his hate-warped mind 

he was but trying to fulfill the ancient prophecy that a King should arise and that He should free 

His people. It is a matter of record that there were many at that time who expected Jesus to set up 

an earthly kingdom. Not the least of these were at times His own disciples. However Scripture 

does not substantiate the theory that this is also what motivated Judas to perform the betrayal. 

Rather the opposite is true. Holy Writ reveals Judas as a selfish, grasping man who Jesus Himself 

refers to as a devil. 

As is so common amongst books of this type, by this we mean books that have these 

settings and background based upon Biblical times and whose characters and personalities are 

taken from the Bible, the author fails to grasp the true significance of these events. God has 

indeed hidden these things from the wise and prudent and revealed them unto babes. Only when 

we realize the utter folly of the philosophy of men which is so prevalent today and which is ex-

pounded in practically all of our present day literature can we begin to rejoice in that heritage 

which is ours. A heritage which God has laid away for His people and which He has chosen to 

reveal only unto those whose names He has written in The Lamb’s Book of Life. 
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