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Summary of Rev. James Howerzyl’s Address Prepared by Gise VanBaren 

Rev. Howerzyl, as second convention speaker, developed, further the convention theme 

with his speech on “The Significance of the Last Hour.” 

He began by reminding us that youth think of the present. It is for old age to think of the 

past and future. 

Young people must live the convention theme. They rid themselves of that idea that life 

is “to get ahead' in the world.” They must not be as the Pharisees who could read the weather but 

could not see the signs of the times. Young people should have their expectations in the world to 

come. They must know that the significance of the last hour is that the end is coming. 

The speaker then proceeded to discuss the significance of the last hour in general. This 

last hour is no different than any of the previous hours except that it is the culmination of all the 

preceding hours. During the entire last hour there are signs which increase in intensity as the end 

approaches. This end means the culmination of all things. The world has developed to its fulness. 

The grace of God has been fully revealed. All things have been given to Christ— power in 

heaven and on earth. Creation also is groaning in the hope of this time. 

Secondly, the speaker pointed out the significance of the last time for the world which 

passes away. In this world we live and against which we continually fight. Also for the world the 

significance of the last hour is that the end is coming. Compare our days with those before the 

flood. The world is play-crazy and pleasure mad with its Hollywood, radios, television, and 

theaters. Like in Noah’s day we have much leisure. Science and industry has developed to such 

an extent so as to make this world beautiful to live in, as also was the case in the days before the 

flood. Only antichrist is needed to establish the universal peace. When everything seems so 

beautiful, then the end comes. 

In the middle of this world stands the church. For the church the times become darker as 

the end approaches. Apostasy in the church increases. Many sons of the church marry daughters 

of the world. Always the church is the minority, despised, poor, and weak. For the church this is 

a time of faith. The church must not look at the world as her ideal, but must see in the end the 

time when Christ is coming. That means that the church will be willing to live and suffer in the 

last hour. They will stick to the Word of God and exercise their faith. 

We, too, as members of the church living in the world must bear in mind the significance 

of the last hour for us. The world only favors those who go along with it. This means that if we 

are faithful, it will become more difficult to obtain jobs and to earn a living. We will meet 

antichrists and worldly seductions but they must be denied as they are not the true reality. We 

must be willing to suffer for Christ. We must learn to say, “It's the last hour; Christ is earning.” 

We must live in a tent. By faith we must walk as pilgrims and strangers. We must live in the 

hope of that last hour. Christ is coming. 
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