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In these last days we are more than ever concerned about our calling. We ask ourselves, 

what is our calling? What is the relation of sin to our calling? And how can we fulfill our calling 

and expect to see the fruit of our labors? 

No one can deny that we have a calling and that it is the old commandment that we had 

from the beginning, as the apostle John speaks of it. This is the law to love God in all bur life. 

 

The moral law is inseparably connected with the cultural mandate. There can be no fulfillment of 

the command to multiply and subdue the earth without the fear of God. 

All men receive a place in this world to work with creation. They are given the resources 

and the powers and talents to produce. 

The question is, what effect does sin have upon the one who still has the calling of God to 

serve Him with all that is given? Some attempt to explain that man can still perform the cultural 

mandate in a way that is pleasing to God and that this accomplishment has some positive value 

for the kingdom of God. It is considered that man can please God ethically and morally in a 

measure when he plants and builds. 

We must understand that sin has taken from man much of his ability to fulfill the cultural 

command in a natural sense. There are only glimmerings of natural light. In the second place 

there is no ability to perform the law of God, to love him, and therefore man cannot keep the 

cultural mandate and all his labor is vain. 

Although the accomplishments of man are viewed with awe and the word culture given to 

this sum total of all man’s achievement, even in this we must give praise to the Creator and not 

to man. From the aspect of the value, and of the reward, the work of man suffers the just 

judgments of God and man himself is turned to the dust. 

Now the Christian finds himself in the same world under the same judgments of God, in 

the same space and time moving rapidly with the human race to the end time. He also has the 

same old commandment. He must toil and sweat with the work assigned. Children must be born, 

cared for and educated. The calling does not change and the Christian must be the good Samari-

tan to his neighbor. In all these things that we are busy with every day we must expect that it 

shall be so also when Christ comes again. Two shall be grinding, one shall be taken and the other 

left. Whatever the Christian finds to do, whether it is to sweep the streets, or administer care to 

the sick, that he must do with all that is in him. 

What is the value of it for himself? If there is the wrath of God upon it all, if death comes 

by sin, and if we also pine and die under the wrath of God, what is the significance of it for us? 

Some fatalistic Calvinists maintain that there is no use to work with the material at all. 

Let us sell out and only concern ourselves with the patient waiting for the coming of Christ in 

that wrong sense of the word. A humanistic Calvinism on the other hand seeks to find hope in 

this world and takes pleasure in the things themselves. Somehow the wrath of God is denied in a 

measure and the grace of God is seen in the things themselves. 

Although we often may be inclined in our moods to such positions we must know that all 

our work has significance and is not in vain in the Lord. Everything we do takes on new 



significance for ourselves. In all our life, we live and die by faith. Christian living is holy living 

and holy dying. We cannot see the result here in this life. That shall be revealed in the last day, 

when it shall be made known how much was our work of sin to be burned as straw, and how 

much was a work of faith in Christ. Our works shall follow us. Now we work by faith and are 

given patience, and hope, as fruits of our labors. We are led on in life and in it all drawn closer to 

God. 

Now we believe in Christ who has fulfilled the moral law for us, and who shall make all 

things new for us, the new heavens and earth where righteousness shall dwell. Redeemed finally 

from this body and this old world we shall then see the fulfillment of the cultural mandate. With 

that in mind we may say we have a better reason to work. We have a new commandment now as 

John speaks of it, which is the same as the old but fulfilled in Christ and in us. 

Finally in the last hour as the day of Christ approaches and as the ungodly world seeks to 

draw us away from the path of life by making the things of this present time so attractive for us 

the negative part of the calling must be stressed again and again. That is, love not the world 

neither the things that are in the world. We must not fail in love with our life here, our posses-

sions and all the things that we see, for these pass away. We must not lose ourselves in the 

refinements and luxuries of culture by itself. Rather must we choose the part of Mary, the better 

part, the seeking first of the kingdom of God and its righteousness. 

In all this our calling is fulfilled with respect to the reprobate also. We give testimony in 

cur daily living of the everlasting Gospel in Jesus Christ. We testify in our confession and walk 

that we are tenting and look for the eternal. 
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