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OUTLINE I 

 

A. HISTORY OF THE CHURCH 

1. City of Corinth. 

In 146 B. C. the Roman general Mummius squelched the hope of Greek inde-

pendence by the complete destruction of the city of Corinth. For a hundred years the city 

lay in ruins until Julius Caesar sent a delegation to rebuild the city. In due time a new 

Corinth arose from the old ruins that far surpassed the old city in material grandeur and 

strategic importance as a commercial metropolis. 

Corinth is situated on an isthmus connecting the lower peninsula of Greece with the 

mainland, and could boast of two worthy sea-ports, Cenchreae which opened into the 

Aegean and Mediterranean on the East, and Lechaeum, which opened into the Adriatic 

on the West. Its situation therefore was adapted well to shipping and trade, which factor 

to a great extent determined its character. Naturally this condition invited a large and 

mixed population. At the time when the Epistle was written Corinth may have been a city 

of six or seven hundred thousand, and composed of several different colonies: Roman, 

Egyptian, Jew, and Greek. We may conclude also that Corinth, though materially great 

and prosperous, was also a wicked city. Paul wrote his Epistle to the Romans most likely 

from this place, and we may conclude that when he penned that awful picture of human 

depravity in the first Chapter, he didn’t have to look far to see it. 

2. The founding of the Church there. 

Concerning the founding of the Church in Corinth you may read in Acts 18. Paul 

came to Corinth for the first time on his second missionary journey toward the close of 

the year 51. He abode there the greater part of a year and a half. His first point of contact 

was the home of Aquila and Priscilla, who were Jewish believers lately come from Rome 

because the Emperor had commanded all Jews to depart. With these the apostle made his 

home, while together they plied their trade as tentmakers. 

According to the account in Acts 18, (which you should read carefully) Paul first 

preached in the synagogue, and when the Jews rejected the Gospel, the apostle turned to 

the Gentiles, and many of the Corinthians believed. In Acts 18: 10, we read of the vision 

Paul received of the Lord in which it was revealed to him that the Lord had much people 

in this city. When we consider that Timothy and Apollos and later Titus were the first 

ministers in this congregation, we may believe that the saints there were thoroughly 

indoctrinated. 

 

B. THE EPISTLE TO THE CORINTHIANS 

1. The occasion for it. 

Paul evidently wrote this first letter to the Corinthians while he tarried in Ephesus. 

From the contents of this first epistle it may be determined that the letter was occasioned 

by certain conditions in the congregation at Corinth which had been revealed to the 

Apostle by certain of the house of Chloe (1:11), and through an informative letter di-

rected to the Apostle by the Church itself in which was described the prevalent conditions 



as well as questions asked as to how to cope with them. This letter of the congregation to 

Paul was evidently brought by a delegation of three (16; 17) who also were empowered 

to speak for the congregation to the enlightenment of the apostle. 

It is not impossible to conclude from 5:9 that the apostle had written a previous letter 

to this Church which has not been preserved and included in the Canon. So that the 

apostle, it appears, had much information as to the unholy conditions in this Church. And 

when the Church itself, perhaps in answer to this extinct letter of the apostle, began to ask 

questions concerning the rectification of these conditions, the apostle is compelled to 

write the Epistle we are about to study. 

It also appears from this Epistle that besides the delegations which would return with 

the Epistle to the congregation, Paul also was sending Timothy who would help to correct 

these conditions and to inform the congregation more perfectly as to the mind of the 

apostle. The apostle is aware however of the fact that since Timothy would stop at other 

places before his arrival in Corinth, his Epistle would reach the congregation before 

Timothy’s arrival. He therefore exhorts the congregation to receive this youthful servant 

and not to intimidate him because of his youth. 

2. The purpose and contents 

From what we have already noted as to the occasion for this Epistle, it may also be 

gathered what is its expressed purpose. That purpose is to treat the various problems 

which arose in the Church at Corinth. 

This of necessity regulates and determines also the contents of the Epistle. We would 

offer the following as a division of its contents: 

Chapter 1:1-3 The greeting. Chapter 1:4-9 The expression of thanks to God for His 

grace revealed to the Church and of the assurance that God will confirm the Church unto 

the end. Chapter 1:10- 17 The exhortation to unity. Chapter 1:18 to 4:21 Preachers and 

preaching. Chapters 5 and 6 Purging out moral evils. Chapter 7 Regarding marriage. 

Chapters 8 to 11 Christian liberty and worship. Chapter 12 to 14 Spiritual gifts and their 

use. Chapter 15 The doctrine of the resurrection. Chapter 16 Admonitions and 

salutations. 

 

Questions for Discussion: 

1. How long should a minister or missionary labor in a community where his preaching is 

rejected? 

2. From what may we conclude in Acts 18 that Paul was led by the Spirit to Corinth? 

3. Is it true that the contents of the message of the missionary will have to be different when 

spoken to heathen in distinction from those acquainted with the Word of God? 

4. What determines the preaching of the Gospel in a certain community, the fact that God has 

His chosen people there, or the command of Christ in Matt. 28:19, or both? 

5. What is the difference if any between the relation of the apostle to the Church of Corinth and 

that of say a Timothy or a Titus?  

6. Do local conditions in a congregation regulate the approach in the preaching of the Gospel? 

 

OUTLINE 2 

The Greeting 

I Corinthians 1:1-3 

 



1. The form of this greeting. 

It is interesting and instructive to note the various greetings the apostle uses in his 

Epistles. The difference in form is not without significance and effect. In this case the form is 

quite regular. You will notice that it contains the usual three elements: the writer’s name, the 

addressee, and the words of greeting. As is generally true the greeting foreshadows what is 

coming in the rest of the Epistle, especially with a view to the partisanship and corruption 

reportedly in this Church. 

2. The significance of the various elements in the greeting. 

a. “Paul a called apostle . . . and Sosthenes.” You will notice that the words “to be” in vs. 1 

are in italics. 

They have been supplied therefore by the translator, and are not found in the original 

text. Literally the text reads: “Paul a called apostle of Christ Jesus, etc.” With two or 

three exceptions Paul always designates himself the apostle. Sometimes, and we believe 

it the case also here, the addition is made because the authority of the apostle was denied 

or in question. Paul would let it be known that he too like the rest of the apostles was one 

set apart and clothed with the office of apostleship and sent out by Christ. That he is a 

called apostle does not therefore mean that he is known by others to be such and thus 

given the name of apostle; but rather, he is one who is called of Christ Jesus, and that too 

“through the will of God.” The intermediate agent between Paul’s not being Christ’s 

apostle and becoming such was God’s will, something willed by God, i.e., by God’s 

command. He is therefore Christ’s apostle, under Christ’s supervision, Christ’s 

possession, by the decree of God’s will. 

That the apostle adds “and Sosthenes,” does not necessarily mean that the latter was 

co-writer of the Epistle. Rather, we believe him to be a companion of the apostle and one 

well known also to the Church at Corinth. It is not impossible that this Sosthenes is the 

same as spoken of in Acts 18:17. If so, his experience before the judgment seat must have 

done him good, for he is now a follower of Christ and the apostle. He may have been 

compelled by the Jews to leave Corinth when he became Christ’s. He may have taken 

Paul’s dictation of this letter, but for this there is no proof. 

You will also notice that the word “our” in vs. 1 is in italics. Literally the text says: 

“and Sosthenes the brother.” We have no objection to the commentary I however for it is 

undoubtedly the apostle's purpose to show that Sosthenes is indeed the brother of both the 

apostle and the Church at Corinth. 

b. “To the Church of God ... in Corinth.” That the apostle calls it the Church of God is 

significant in the light of what is coming relative to various factions in the Church. The 

Church does not belong to any individual or faction. Her sole Proprietor is God, and of 

Him she has her being and existence. 

The phrases which follow, namely, “to the sanctified in Christ Jesus,” and, “to the 

called saints,” stand in opposition to the opening phrase “to the Church of God,” and are 

further descriptive of that Church. The Church is constituted of those sanctified in Christ 

and of called saints. These always constitute the Church of God as she is essentially. Of 

course this does not mean that every member of the Church as she becomes 

institutionally manifest in the world is a sanctified and called saint. While the apostle 

addresses a visible manifestation of the Church, he always addresses her according to her 

essential and spiritual nature. From this it must not be concluded that the Epistle 

addressed to Corinth was to be read to a select group in the Church. No, the letter is 



addressed to the entire Church as she historically at existed at that time, and was to be 

read in the hearing of also those who were not “sanctified in Christ Jesus.” This is very 

plain when you get a little farther into the letter. 

“With all who call upon the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, etc.” This, of course, 

connects the Church of Corinth with all the saints everywhere. The Lord Jesus Christ is 

not limited to a local congregation. He is their Lord and ours. 

We call your attention here to the continual occurrence of the words “the Lord Jesus 

Christ.” It appears not less than six times in the first ten verses. This also, is undoubtedly 

because of partisanship in the congregation. 

c. “Grace to you and peace.” The greeting itself is like that of other letters of Paul. Grace is 

the principle term in this greeting and must be understood in all such greetings to include 

all the spiritual benefits given to the Church by the Spirit of Christ. Peace is the fruit of 

this grace in as far as it relates to the relation of the Church of God and therefore to all 

things. The Church knows herself to be righteous before God and reconciled to Him. She 

has therefore peace with God, standing in a harmonious relation to Him. She has peace 

with His will, counsel, and all His work. Therefore she lives in peace even in the midst of 

strife. This grace and peace have their source in God the Father, i.e., the Triune God, 

Who is the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. But grace and peace come to the Church 

through Christ as her Head and Mediator. 

 

Questions for Discussion: 

1. Which are the requirements for apostleship? and how do these apply to Paul? 

2. How can the Church be said to be sanctified in Christ? Does this refer to her actual holiness, 

or to her physical separation from the world? 

3. Dees the last part of verse 2 indicate that the letter of Paul was designed for more than the 

Church at Corinth? 

4. Is the greeting of the apostle a mere wish, or a statement of fact? 

 

OUTLINE 3 

The Apostle Gives Thanks 

I Corinthians 1:4-9 

 

1. Common practice on the part of the apostle. 

A comparison of the various Epistles will show that with few exceptions the apostle 

introduces his letters in the same manner. (See: Rom. 1:8; Eph. 1:16; Phil. 1:3; Col. 1:3; I 

Thess. 1:2; II Thess. 1:3). It is the way the apostle has of introducing the main thrust of the 

Epistle and of preparing the Congregation for what is to follow. This must not be interpreted 

in the sense that the apostle uses a stereotyped method of being polite. For a study of each 

case will show that the apostle has a particular purpose in expressing himself thus respecting 

the particular congregations. 

However it should also be borne in mind that in each case that the apostle gives thanks 

for the Church he earnestly desires to acknowledge that Church as the product of the grace of 

God. This in spite of the fact that in the present case he is well aware of moral decadence in 

the Church. The apostle when he looks at the ore sees first the sparkling gold, and then the 

dirt in which that gold is embedded. He appraises the Church according to her true worth, 

and on that basis exhorts and treats her according to her sins and short-comings. We would 



do well to follow his example also in our relation to the Church and her members. 

2. Thanks to God for His grace in Jesus Christ. 

It is noticeable here that the apostle makes no attempt whatever to praise the Church for 

anything she has done or was doing. Fact of the matter is that as far as the Church herself was 

concerned there is little cause for praise and thanks, and much room for criticism and 

complaint. 

No, the thanks is directed to God alone. The word which is translated “thanks” here is a 

very beautiful word, and full of meaning. In the Greek it is a combination of the main word 

“grace” and the prefix meaning: well, or good. The meaning then is: to be well graced; to 

assume the position of one who is well graced in respect to God. And this position is on 

one’s knees, a position of praise and thanksgiving. Some manuscripts omit the word “my” 

and simply read: I thank God. We see no reason to omit this personal touch in which the 

apostle is speaking about his prayer life respecting the congregation. One is indeed well 

graced who is able to see and acknowledge the grace of God which He has given the Church 

in Christ Jesus. Notice, too, the apostle, though mindful of the needs of this congregation, 

does not pray immediately for the fulfillment of these needs. Rather he extols God for the 

supply already given. 

The grace here is the same as in the greeting (vs. 3), the comprehension of all the benefits 

of grace residing in Christ and given to the Church. That the apostle speaks of this grace as 

given in the past, does not mean that the Church no longer possessed it. Rather the apostle 

implies that this grace given remains in the Church and is the very basis for his right 

presently to exhort her. How foolish it would be for the apostle to expect amendment of life 

where no grace resides. 

The Church is in possession of Jesus Christ and in Him also of the grace of God. It would 

be better to translate “in Christ Jesus” rather than “by Jesus Christ.” Though it is true that the 

grace of God is channeled to the Church through Christ and He is the Mediator through 

Whom the Church receives grace, the apostle means rather to show that the Church is the 

recipient of grace as she stands in the sphere of Christ. 

3. The contents of this grace. 

While grace as here used is all comprehensive and really includes all of God’s gifts to the 

Church, the apostle is thinking of this grace specifically. Hence he adds: “that in everything 

ye were enriched in Him (i.e., in Christ) in all utterance (or speech) and all knowledge; even 

as the testimony of Christ was confirmed in you; so that ye came behind in no gift, waiting 

for the revelation of our Lord Jesus Christ.” 

The Church had been made rich, i.e., had been richly furnished in all that is in Christ. She 

had the testimony of Christ in the preaching of the Word (utterance) and the fruit of this was 

a rich knowledge of Christ, the God of her salvation. Accordingly she had been established in 

Christ. The Church therefore did not lack anything that would hinder her in the hope of 

Christ’s coming, in which she would attain to the fulness of Christ and the blessing of God. 

God had therefore done no less for the Church of Corinth than He had done in other 

Churches. 

4. Assurance of confirmation to the end. (vss. 8, 9) 

There are two things to be borne in mind here. The first and important thing is that the 

apostle would have the Church know and believe that the good work which the Lord had 

begun in her He would also finish it to the end, in order that this Church also might appear 

blameless in the day of Christ. The other is that the apostle himself holds this conviction 



relative to the faithfulness of God re His Church, and therefore is encouraged to presently 

admonish the Church to a walk of sanctification that she may appear blameless in Christ’s 

day. God is faithful even when the Church is not. And once having called us to the blessed 

fellowship of Christ His Son, and therefore to His own fellowship and covenant, He will not 

let us go, but establish us perfectly unto the day which is all Christ’s. 

 

Questions for Discussion: 

1. Is there another grace of God which is not in Jesus Christ and given to men? 

2. What is the relation between the knowledge of God and revelation? 

3. How is the testimony of Christ confirmed in us? 

4. Why do you think the apostle brings in the day of Christ in this connection? 

5. Is this passage a good argument against those who believe not in the perseverance of saints? 

 

OUTLINE 4 

The Exhortation to Unity 

I Corinthians 1:10-17 

 

A. I Corinthians 1:10. The Exhortation as such. 

1. Idea of exhortation. 

a. In general. The English versions which translate “I beseech” may mislead, for the 

Greek word used here does not mean “I beg,” but rather “I call upon” you, “I 

summon,” “I admonish” you. The word is found in the New Testament over a 

hundred times, and means literally: to call to one’s side. The idea then being to 

counsel, to speak confidentially together. 

b. In particular here. The apostle uses this word very tactfully and brotherly. He does not 

desire to assume the position of a beggar, while on the other hand he does not desire 

to scare away with impelling force though not for a moment does he lose out of sight 

the fact that he is an apostle of Jesus Christ ‘The authority he would exercise is the 

same whether it speaks softly or finds itself compelled to speak sternly.’ That the 

apostle exhorts and admonishes in a gentle manner is indicative in the addition 

“brethren.” The congregation must feel that it is not Paul’s enemy. 

2. The instrument of appeal. 

a. The instrument as such. “The name of our Lord Jesus Christ”. Notice again the full 

name of our Mediator. In it we have brought to mind all of His saving power and 

grace. The “Name” refers not merely to an outward designation of Christ, but as it is 

used throughout Scripture, it signifies all that is implied in Christ. It directs us to all 

that is revealed concerning Christ, by which Christ makes Himself known to us, and 

by which we know Him. 

b. The appeal here. 'All that Paul intends to write in his admonition he will use Christ’s 

name or revelation both to enlighten and to move. No saving or cleansing power 

exists apart from this name.’ 

3. The contents of the exhortation. 

a. The contents are both positive and negative. The negative is expressed in the clause 

“that there be no divisions among you.” The positive is expressed in the words “that 

ye all speak the same thing,” and, “that ye be perfectly joined together in the same 

mind and in the same judgment.” 



b. Significance. There should be no divisions, literally, no schisms in the Church. He is 

referring of course to factions, parties, in the Church. Because the body of Christ is 

one, therefore, ail division is the attempt to destroy this unity. “All should speak the 

same thing.” Yes, all should keep on speaking, but be sure that all say the same thing. 

But before one can speak he must have a thought, and speech is only the vehicle of 

the thoughts and intents of the heart and mind. 

Therefore the apostle adds: “that ye be perfectly joined together in the same mind and 

in the same judgment.” There was apparently at this moment no actual rending apart 

of the congregation, for they still came together to the Holy Supper, but their hearts 

were not any longer one, and it would not take long before the Church would be split 

apart. 

The Church is the gathering of believers in one place. Christ brings all the elect and 

calls them together with their seed as a shepherd herds together his sheep. Therefore 

the Corinthian Church must hold together, be united like the members of a living 

body. She must be one in thought, one in purpose, must speak the same thing, and 

mean the same thing. Her frame or state of mind must be alike in all, and her judg-

ment, i.e., opinion or sentiment (which is the outcome of the state of mind) must be 

the same. It is the latter which will cause them to pursue the same thing. 

 

Questions for Discussions: 

1. What is the only basis for the unity on which the Church may be established and continue? 

2. What does the Form for the Lord’s Supper have to say about schismatics? 
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