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Every two years there is a conference held somewhere in the British Isles under the control of 

the British Reformed Fellowship. Although the majority of the people in attendance are either from 

Covenant Protestant Reformed Church in Northern Ireland or are of your Protestant Reformed churches 

in America—including Professors Engelsma and Hanko as our two usual guest speakers—many come 

from other parts of Great Britain, such as England, Scotland, and Wales, as well as Eastern Europe, 

Australia, Singapore, and the Republic of Ireland. 

Not only is there a rich diversity of national and cultural backgrounds, but there are also some 

differing shades of theological opinion present. At any one time during the course of the conference it 

is possible to be involved in a discussion on Bible versions, church government, common grace, 

baptism or even acting! And yet there is a fundamental agreement as to the nature and necessity of the 

Christian faith as rediscovered at the Reformation. Apart from the lectures given, the highlight of the 

conference for many of the young—and not so young—people is the conversation, the stimulating, 

sweet, heavenly, God-intoxicated conversation, which inevitably saturates the conference during the 

day... and much of the night. 

That such communication is not something incidental or secondary to the faith is proved to us 

by Malachi. The distinguishing characteristic of these Old Testament saints in a corrupt and 

degenerated age was the fear of God. Fear of God does not mean slavish terror, but healthy reverence 

and awe before God’s power and holiness. This is the root of all true relation in all ages, and is the 

beginning and end of wisdom. The basis of their religion is the thought of God’s name, which means 

their meditation of and obedience to the revelation of God in His Word, not the traditions and 

superstitions of corrupt Judaism or the pagan idolatries of neighboring heathendom. 

Although there are many fruits of true religion, one is specifically mentioned and emphasized 

here—they spoke often one to another. This little hint speaks volumes about the lives of those Old 

Covenant saints, setting an example for us today as young people. 

First it tells us about the company they kept. Like attracts like, and those that feared the Lord 

sought others of like mind and faith to converse and commune with. Nothing unexpected here, for what 

fellowship has righteousness with unrighteousness, or what communion has light with darkness, and 

what concord has Christ with the devil, or what part has the believer with an infidel? 

The company a person keeps reveals much about him or her, especially regarding aims and 

interests. Someone will not have the desire to keep company with God’s people and talk about the 

things of God unless that person is of God with God’s interests at heart. Out of the abundance of the 

heart the mouth speaks. That is, whatever is in the soul will be reflected and reproduced in our speech. 

This applies not just to the quantity or amount of conversation we make involving God, but equally the 

shape of our conversation—not just what we say but why and how. 

Finally, we are explicitly informed as to the amount of time these godly folk spent in 

conversation. They spoke often one to another. Not just every two years at some sort of Old Testament 

convention. God was pleased with them for this, as is signified in His hearing and remembering. Using 

covenant language, Jehovah declares, “They shall be mine.” And He gives them and us promises for 

both this life and that which is to come. In this life, they are promised wisdom and discernment (v. 18), 

and in the life to come, mercy and favor, such as are only reserved for the closest family bonds and the 

most precious possessions (v. 17). ❖ 
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